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To the Reader. 


Courteous Reader, 


: | 
O diſcourſe largely of the neceſſity and uſe of this | 


piece of ſpirituall armour, after ſo many lear- 
ned and uſefull Treatiſts upon this ſubjef, 


there is much ſpoken to this purpoſe, for thy ſa- 
tisfaRion, in the inſuing Treatiſe ; nherein be. 
ides the unfolding of the nature of this dutis ( which is 
The Saints daily Exerciſe) ard ſtrong inforcement to is, there 
i an endeau our to gite ſatisfation in the moſt incident caſes, want 
ef clearing whereof is uſuaty an hindrance to the cheerefull,and rea- 
dy performance thereof. In all mhich, what hath beene done by this 
Reverend and morthy mane had rather ſhould appeare in the Trea- 
tiſe it ſelfe, to thy indifferent judgement ,than to be much in ſetting 
downe our onne opinion, This we doubt not of, that, by reaſon of the 
hirituall, aud convincing maner of hardling this argument ,it wif 
win acceptance with many , eſpecially conſidering , that it is of that 
nature, wherin, though much have beene ſpoken, yet mnch more may 
be ſai\dmith good reliſh to thoſe that have any ſpirituall ſenſe : for it 
« the mot ſpirituall aFionnhereinmwee have neerer communion with 
God, than in anyother holyperformance, and mhereby it pleaſeth God 
10 comveigh all good to ur,to the performance whereof Chriſtiar« find 
mol backwardneffe. an1 indiſtoſedneſle, and from thence mol de- 
jeftion of ſpirit, which alſo in theſe times is moſf nece ſſarie,nherein 
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may ſeeme ſuperfluous, eſpecially confidering that | 
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To the Reader. 
bleſie we fetch helpe from Heaven, this nay we ſer the Church, aud 
Canſeof God like tobee tramp led under feet. Onely remember thas 
wee let theſe Sermons paſſe feorth as they were delivered by himſelfe, 
ippublik without taking that liberty of adding or detratting hich, 
perhaps ſome mould have thought meere © for wee thought it beſt that 
bis owne meaning ſhoald be expreſſed in his onne words and manner, | 
eſpecially conſidering there is little, which perhaps may ſceme ſuper. | 
fluons to ſome, but may, by Gods bleſſing , bee uſefull ro others, It 
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mould be a good prevention of many inconventencies in this kind, if 
| able menmould be perſmaded to publiſh their oxne VVorkes in their | 
| life time, yet wee thinke it a good ſervice to the Church, hen that | 


defert 15 ſupplyed by exving ſome life to thoſe things, which othey.. 
| wiſe rould have dyed of themſelves, The bleſſire of theſe Labours of 


bis we commend unto God, and the benefit of them wnto thee yeſling, | 
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Thine in our Lord Tefus Chriſt, 
R1CHARD OIBBS, 
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Pape. 
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EXERCISE. 
The firft Sermon, [1 


1 Taz ssS. 5.17. 


Pray continually. 


He Apoſtle here, in the 
latter end of this Epi- 
{tle, heapes up many 
precepts together, and | 

/3 therefore wee ſhall nor | 

need to ſeeke our the | 

P dependance of theſe | | 

words from thoſe that | 

20 before, or thoſe that 
follow after. Rejoyce e- | 

iermore, (faith he ,,) Pray continually, In allthings | 


+. B give | 
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| give thankes : for this is the will of God in Chriſt reſws - 
| 20 you-wards, | 
| Wearenow fallenupon this Text, wherethis | - 
duty or Ye 1s commended to us, and it is a is 
| command [rom Goes himſelfe delivercd ſhortly. 
| as lawes are wont to be, without any great pre- Fs 
| miſes and reaſons,and indeed, hath therefore the "= 
| morc authority IN 1t, an 
| 
| P ray continually, ws 
3 Things con- | #7 N the handling ofwhich, wee will doe theſe ah” 
Re] | threcthings | fe 
words. a. Firſt we will ſhew you what Prayer is, —_ 
Secondly, why the Lord requires this at our nod 
bands, for a man might obje&, the Lord knowes hel, 
ju wants well cnough, hee knowes my minde wy 
| and how I am affe&ed > I, boryert the Lora will hs 
| | have us topray,and toaske beforc he will beſtow * * 
| it VpON us. 2 | "yp 
| cues proven And laſt] y, what it 15 [O pray cont inzally. | earn, 
| is. } Forthe firſt, if wee would define prayer in ge- "os 
| 2 In geverall | nera}l ro you, would give you no more but this TY 
| deſcription of it , [#45 an expreſſion ef the minae t0 mw 
| the Lord ; ſometiines by words, ſometimes witi- he) 
| out words, but yet there muſt be an expreſſion, whe 
| and ſome openivg of thewtllrobim.This 1s the (fir) 
| general, | _ beaſt 
| 2 In ſpeciall, But now to know whata right prayer 15, wat no pr 
| | ſich a prazcr is,as Godaccepts;you mult have an- mal 


| otherdehnition which muſt have more 1ngredt- Ht 
| ents into it,and ſo,Prayer is (nothing elle but) 4 | 


; expreſſicn or offering of thoſe holy, and goed diſpogti- 
| Ab 
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015 10 God, that ariſe from the Spirit, or the regenc-| 


rate part, inthe Name of leſus Chriſt, Where you | pjvigon of 


| 


{ 


are toobſerve this ; That the prayers which wee | 


| make, are divided intoone of theſe rwo ſorts : 

Firſt, ſome are ſuch prayers as are the expreſſi- 
ons of our owne ſpirits, the voyce of our owne 
(pirits, and there 1s nothing but fleſh inthem; 
luch prayers any naturall man may make to the 
Lord; And theſe the Lord regards nor,he knowes 
not rhe meaning of them,that is,he dorh nor ac- 
cept them. 

Secondly, there are prayers that are the voicz 
of Geds owne Spirir,that is,fuch as ariſe from the 
regenerate part that is within us, which 1s quick- 
ned and enlarged to pray from the 1immediate 
helpe of the Holy Ghoſt, theſe prayers are onely 
accepted,and of theſe it is ſaid, He lnowes the mea- 
ning of the Spirit: that is, he ſo knowes it, and ſecs 
it,that alſo heaccepts it. Therefore you ſhall ſce 
in Hoſea 7. 14. when they prayed, and prayed 
earneſtly,yea,nor only ſet a | =» apart for prayer, 
bur alſo called a ſolemne Aſſembly, and kept a 
faſt, yer, ſaith the Lord plainely, Tee did not call 
won mee when you howled upon your beds , for (ſaich 
he ) you aſſembled your ſelves for Corne, and for Wine , 
which any naturall man may doe: And therefore 


(faith he)ir is but an howling , it is as the voyce of 


beaſts, to ſeeke for wine,and oyle,and corne; but 
no prayer,for he ſaith plainely, You called not upon | 
me,when notwithſtanding,theyſpent awhole day 
in prayer, The meaning 1s, that the Lord regards 
this as no prayer at all. 


| 


B 2 And ' 


prayers 1nto 
[WO LGrts, 


| 
I 
Such as come 
f, om 0ur 0wWnei 
Iparits, | 


Notes 


pA 
Such as come 
from Gods 
$picir, 


Rom. 8,27. 


Hoſea 7, 14. 
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Prayers of wic« 
kec men how- 
lings, 
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The termes of 
the deſcripti- 
on opened, 


| 1 Why hee u- 

| ſerch the word 

 ( diſpoſuions ) 
rather than de» 
hres, 


[ 

| 

| When the de- 
| fires anddif- 

| pohrions of 

| men arc good, 


| 
| 
Queſt. 


eAnſw. 

That tempo- 

ral chings may 

be deliredin a 
| carnall man - 
ner, and car- 
nl chings in 
a ſpirituall 
manner and 
| how, 


\ 
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And therefore toopen a little this deſcription | 
unto you (for it 15 one maine bulinefle thar we | 
have to doe, in handling of this Text, to de. | 
{cribe to you the meaning of this precept,What' 
the nature of prayer is;) that you may know what 
kind of prayer it is,that prevailes with God. I lay, 
It is an expreſſion of holy and good diſpeſitions. 1 uſe 
that exprefion rather of diſpeſit ions, than dejares, 
becauſe there is ſome part of prazer that ſtands in| 
thankeſgiving, when you defire nothing at God; 
hands, but give thankes for that you have recei- 
ved ; marke, firſt, that they muſt be holy and good, 
the deſires and diſpoſitions muſt bee good : for 
thatis arule, All the affetions anddefires are good, 
or evill, according as their Objefts are, thoſe that 
are fixed upon good things, are good de- 
fires, 

You will ſay then, what are the good things 
char make the deſires and diſpoſitions of the! 
heart good ? 

They are temporall things,and ſpiritual both, 
A man may pray for temporall things in a ſpiri- 
tuall manner, and thedefire may be good ; and 
againe,he may pray for ſpirituall things ina car- 
nall manner, and the defire may bee naught. 
Therefore that muſt be obſerved withall, that it 
isnot ſimply the obje, but there is a certaine 
manner of deſiring to9: for example, if a man 
pray for temporall things,for outward comforts, 


[ſuch things as belong tothe preſent eſtate of his 

body here, if he pray ſor them with theſe condi- 
| tions, that hee may have that which is conveni- 
ent 
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 entfor him he prayes for ſuch a meaſureas Gop 
| ſees tobe meet, as Prov, 30. Feed mee with comveni- 
| ent food for mee; this praicr is good, But (if anyman 
 willberich, as 1 Tim, 6.)it is an inordinatedefire, | iTim, 6.9, 
when men will have cxceſle of theſe outward 
| things,and more than is fit for them. And again, 

if you deſire that which is convenient, and ſpend it | ICE 


| upon your lufts, if you deſire health, and long life, weed chingsis 


that you may live more pleaſantly, if you defire | 8 
wealrch, that you may live more deliciouſly, and 
not fimplie that which the creature may deſire, 
and to the end that you may be the more 1nabled 
to.ſerve the Lord in theſe things, your defire is 
not good, $01 ſay, firſt it muſt be for thatwhich 
is convenient, ſecondly, you muſt not ſpend it 
wor your lus, but in Gods ſervice. 

And laſtly, wee muſt pray forthem in a _ 
method , Firſt ſeeke the Kingdome of God, and then 
other things, that is, Chicfely, and in the firſt 
place, pray for Spirituall thinges, and then 
afterwards for Temporall in order unto them, 
Wee ſhould fo pray for temporall things,as our 
praiers may be ſpirituall,On theother ſide,a man 
may pray for ſpirituall things ina carnall man- 
ner, as for temporall things ina ſpirituall man- 
ner. A naturall man may pray earneſtly for faith, | How acarnalt 
and for grace, and repentance, not out of any | Mama pray 
beauty that he ſees in them, notour of anyraſte| "**5 
and reliſh that hee hath of them, but becauſe hee 
thinkes them a Bridge to leade him to Heaven, 
and that he cannot come thither withour them: 


when he conſiders in his heart that he cannor be | 
B 3 ſaved 
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Syira his cafe. 


Theſe defires 
muſt be ofter- 
red to God. 


Arifing from 


Es me. 
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ſaved without theſe things, I ſay, then be may 
deſire them,and that earncftly.It was the cafe of 
Francis Spira, who cryed. ſocarneſtly for grace, 
that be might havebura drop of it, becauſc hee 
could not be ſaved withoat it ; and he gives the 
reaſon himſelfe, when be ſaid withall, he ſaw ng 
excellencic in it, he defired it not for it ſelfe, and 
therefore hee thought his praiers ſhould not bee 
heard, Thus you ſce that praier is an expreſſion | 
of holy and good deſires, 

Againc, it is a» offering them up to the Lord : But 
I will aot ftand upon that ( you are well enough 
inſtruced in it)that whatſoever petition is made 
ro the creature, is nota prayer, it-muſt onely 
be offered up to the Lord, | 
Then I adde, it is avexpreſſion of ſuch deſires 


the [pirit,or 
regenerate 
part. 


Expreſſions of 
Prayer In the 


1 S191 If. 


— — ——  — — — 


as muſt ariſe from the regenerate part, that is, looke 
how much there is of the regenerate part in a prai- 
er, looke how much the holy Spirit hath to doe in 


far that praier is accepted, and no further. But, 


that we firde inthe Scriptures, 


4 fowring forth of the ſoule to the Lord, 1, Sam. 1.15. 
A ſerving of him in ſpirit, {o Paul calleth it. Now 
if we Open theſe phraſes a little, you ſhall know 
more fully wherin the nature of right praying to 


7 ſerve in my ſpirit ) is the ſame word in the origi- 


it, looke how much comes from that which is | 
called the inward man, (o farre it is ſanGtificd, ſo 


that we may open this a little more fully,wewill | 
ſhew you it by ſome other expreſſions of praier, : 


Prayer is called a lifting wp of the heart to God, 


God conſiſts, That phraſe the Apoſtle uſeth (whom 
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' nalrhat is uſed for faſting and praier. Now what 
is it tOpray to God inthe ſpirit 2 for we may ſay, 
2 man cannot make a prayer, but there isana& 
'of his minde goes to it, and every man, what 
| ſervice ſoever he performes, his ſpirit muſt needs 
have a handvn it,ſo that it cannor bee performed 
without the minde, 
| Itakethistobethe mcaning of it ; forthe A- 
| poſtles ſeope is, to diſtinguifh the true and holy 
Renders of God from thoſe thatare but ſhadowes 
| and counterfeit, and as it were, but the body and 
carcaſſe of right ſervice, Therfore,when he faith, 
I ſerve the Lord in my ſpirit, or,l pray in the ſpirit;the 


meaning is this, the prayer of a man is not onely | v4 


thatwhich the vnderſtanding dictars to him,bur 
|when the whole ſoule,thewil & affe&ions goto- 
' gether with his petition, and whatſoever the pe- 

tition i$;24 mans hart is affected accordingly. As 
for example, If a man come to confeſle his fins, 
| & yet {lights them inwardly in bis hart, ifa man 
| pray for reconciliation with Ged,and yet have no 
| longing and ſighing in his hart after it; if he car- 
| neſtly aske grace,and the mortification of ſinful 
| luſt, when the heart doth nor inwardly ſecke it, 
| now he prayes not in the ſpirie. To pray inthe ſpj- 
| rit is as that in /oh..4. 24. Femwill bee werſbipped in | 

ſpirit and truth: the meaning is, ſo to pray as the | 
| hart go together with our petiti6. The ſamealſo | 
| isthe meaning of that when a man poureth forth | 
| bis ſoule before the Lord: So Hamah ſaith ofher | 
| ſelf, 1 am a woman troubled, c,andpoure out my ſoule 

before the Lord: which is not when a mandeli- 
B 4 vers 
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| To ferue God 
inthe ſpirir, 
at 


lol, 4. 24 
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To powre our | VETS tO G O Dthar which rhe underſtanding and 
the foulero | Mind hath deviſed only,(for prayer is not a work 
God, what. | gf wit, orof memory) but whena man powreth 
forth his whole ſoule(that is)bis wil and affe1i. 
ons, when they goe together, and there is no re. 
ſervation in his minde, butall within him is ope- 
ned and explicate,and expoſed to the view of the | 
Lord, not as Az#in (aith of himſelfe , when hee | 
came to pray for the mortifying ot his luſts,ſaith | 
hee, 1 had a ſecret inward defire that -it ſhould not bee | 
done. Therefore when the Soule is powred foorth the 
meaning is that all muſt bee opened tohim , fo 
that when-a-man wilt makean acceptable praier, 
hee muſt make this accompr, hee muſt then call 
Simile, | in all bis thoughts and affe&ions, and fecolle& 


them together as the lines in the center, or as the 
Sun-beames-in a burning Glafle,and that makes 
prayer tobe hot and fervent ; whereas otherwiſe 
itisbuta cold anddiffipated thing, thathath no 


| 


ſtrength orefficacie in it; | 
| Now this with all you muſt know , that witen | 

wee ſay thewhole ſoule muſt goe together with | 
the petition, the meaning 1s, that ner onely the | 
will andaffeQions be imployed, (forin a natu- | 
rall man, in his deſire of health, when heis (icke; | 
or wanteth affiſtance & guidance in difficult cas |., 
ſes, not onely the underſtanding, but the will and 
affeions are buſic-enough it is likely) but allo 
wee adde further that thar which is called the 
ſpiritand is difficult through the whole ſovle,be 
ſeton worke alſ# in the performance of this holy | 
duty to the Lord, whenſocver we {ecke tohim in | 
' praier, Fo: 


Not 4) 
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For this you muſt know, that there are two 
things in a regenerate man, ( for you muſt rake 
for granted by theway, that nonaturall! man is 
able to make a prayer acceptable to Gop,ſfeeing 
there is no fpirit in him, bur inthe regenerate 
man) there is, I ſay,fleſh and ſpirit:now when we 
come to-poure foorth our bearts to the Lord,that 
which lies uppermoſt, will bee ready to bee pou- 
red forth firſt; and thatwhich is ſpirituall,it may 
be lies in the bottome , and is keptin {© that a 
man may make a carnall prayer, though he bce a 
holy man; that is,when the fleſh-hath gotten the 
vpper band,as in ſome firs it may;when the mind 
is filled with Worldly ſorrow, and Worldly re- 
joycing, and Worldly deſires, and theſe (lying 
vppermoſt ) will bee ſooneſtexpreſled : ſuch a 
= the Lord regards not, though the man be 
holy, from whence itcomes : bur right prayer is 


this; when the regenerate part is aedand ſtirred 
'vp,and the fleſh that alwates hinders,is removed, | 
For you muſt know this, that whereloever there | 
is a regenerate part inany man, there is a great | 
2ptnes in that tocall upon Gea; and it cannot be | 
diſjoyned from ir,but that is notalwaies ina, 

| Aswe ſcea fountain, it hath alwaies anaptnes 
to poure forth water, it is ready to breake intoa 
current,bur if it be ſtopped with ſtones and mutt 
orother impediments, it cannot breake our : {| 
| be that is aregenerate man,thar bath a :cly part 
in him, there 15 an aptneſſe to prayer, Vhich is 
[thatwhich our Saviour faith, Mat.26.4r. The 


[Piri willing, that is, there is alwaies a willing- 


neſle 


— 


E9 
— 

| Two things in 
« man regene- 
rate. 

No naturall 
man can make 
an acceptable 
prayer, 


A holy man 
may make a 
caroall praier, 


Righr prayer, | 
what. 


S$imile, 


= 


An apneſe i 


there generate 
part to prayer.; 
Matic. 41; 


*] *u03sDAg 


—— 


How the ſpirir | 
helpes our in« 
firmities- 
Rom 8.27. 
Srmale. 


Offerednp in 
the Name of 
Ieſus Chriſt. 


aC lr0natl 


I 10 | 


| bring theirſacrifices, but ſtill the Prieſt muſt of- 
[er them; ſomuſt we here, and the reaſon 1 


O— —— 


— 
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neſſe that followes the ſpirit, or the regenerate | 
part ina holy man, bur, ſaith hee, the fleſb « back. 

ward,that is 1t that ſtops this fountain, and there. 

fore Rom. 3, 27, The ſbiri is aid there to helpe our 
infirmitics, and to make our requeſts for us , that is, 
even as a man removing ſtones from a fountaine 
with bis hands, makes the Water a pag to 
breake out into a current ; ſo the Moely Ghoſt re. 
moves this fleſh, which ſtops up the current, the 
ſpirit takes away thoſe carnall impediments that | 


| are inus : and not onely ſo, but ſtirreth up there- 


generate part; and when that is done, wee are 


|able to make a ſpiritual praier unto God in Chriſt 
leſis , So, that is the thing that you are now to! 
| obſerve, that the Spirie muſt helpe our infirmi- 
\ties, when we come tocall upon G o p, andour! 


 praiers be ſo far acceptable as they bee the fruits 
'of the regenerate part ; now wee want but one 
thing added in the definition. 
They are ſuch Prayers as are offered to God in 
the Name of Ieſws Chriſt, 
This isa thing that you all know, that thoſe 


/acceptable, becauſe the perſon is not regarded. 
\Ir was the ſinne of Yzziah in 2 Chron, 26. He 
would goeto the Temple himſelfe being a King 


| onthe Throne, and he weuld offer incenſe with- 
; out a Prieſt. Ve doe the very ſelfe-ſame thing, 


l 
. 


whenſoever we goe tooffer up any prayer to 69d 


| without Teſws Chriſt. In the old Law men might! 


m 
— o_— CC NS 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


prayers that are not offered up in Chriſt, are not | 


$ o- | 
Ven, 
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ven, Rexel, 8. becauſe the praiers that come from | 


FRevel. 8, 
Why we wuſt 
offer our pray* 
ers in Chriſls 
Name, 


ceptable to God, with awuch incenſe; that is, as the 
fleſh is more, ſo there needs more incenſe, that 
they may be made acceptable to God the Father. 
$o that we have indeed a double interceſſor ; one | Intercefleur 
is, the Spirit that helpes our infirmities,that he! PS us | _ 
to make our petitions, that quickens and 1nlar. 
geth our hearts to prayer : The other is the /nter- | 
ceſſor to make them acceprable to Ged, that hee 
| may receive them,and not refuſe and reje& them, | 
| So much fhall ſerve for the firſt thing, to ſhew | | 
| you what the duty is, what a right, truc, and ac-| | 
| 


'ceptable —_ 15. 
| Now for the ſecond, why »wſt we pray : For this | . 
| obje&tiona man may make,the Lord knowes my | why the Lerd 
| 


minde well enough, and what needs ſuch an ex- | wilt have uso 
| preſſion of it by praier > The reaſons briefly why ——— 


| 

| 

| the Lord will have us to pray, arc taken ; wants, | 
Partly from himſelte, | 
| 

| 


And partly from us. 
1 From himſelfe though he be willing robe- | T- 
' tow mercies upon us,yet hewill have us aske his | ,, refpek s SO 
| leave before he givesthe. As (you know)tathers | him'ette, f > 
l | dowith their children,though they intend to be- | Smile, ,, | 


4 


tow ſuch things upon them as are needfull,yer | 

they will have their children toaske them , & as | 

| it is acomon thing among men, though they be | —_— 
; willing a man ſhould paſſe thorow their ground |£Þ * 


yetthey will bave leave asked, becaule by tha | 
mcan c3 ' 


A I It ITT nn 


_ _— — — ee _ 
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meanes the property is acknowledged otherwiſe | 
itwould be raken as a common bigh way, ſo the 
Lord will have his ſervants come and aske, that | 
they may acknowledge the property hee hath in! 
thoſe gifts hee beſtowes upon them: Indeed 0. 
therwiſe wee would forget by what tenure wee| 
bold thoſe bleſſings wee enjoy, and what ſervice| 
we owetothe Lord; as you know there is an ho-; 
mage due to every Lord of a Mannor that he! 
might bee acknowledged of his Tenants; ſo the; 
1Lord will have this duty of prayer performed, 
that wee may acknowledge that wee hold all of 
him , and thatwee might remember the ſervice 

we ought todoc him, toriſeand goe at his com-| 
mand,that is, todoe his ſervice, which we would 
be ready to forget, if we were not accuſtomed to 
theduty efcalling on him. 

Likewiſe he will have it done for his honours 
ſake, heewill have men call upon him, that they 
may learne to reverence him, and likewiſe that 
others might be ſtirred up to reverence him, and 
to honour him,and to feare him, The ſervants of | 
a Prince doing honour and reverence to their | 
Lord, ſtirre up thoſe that are lookers on : andas | 
the Schoolmen ſay of glory, Glory is properly 
this, not when a man hath an excellency an | 
him, ( forthat hee may have, and yet bee with-| 
out glory ) but glory is an oftentarion, a ſhew- 
ing out of that excellency. Ir is the phraſe that 
is uſed in the Sacrament, You ſhall celcorate | 
the Sacrament, that you may ſbew forth the Lords 
death , ſo the Lordwill have us come and call up-| 


| | —_— —— 


ON ! 


-— = o—_ - - ——_— - - 
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on his nameto ſhew forth the duty of praier,and 
'that we may ſhew forth his glory. This is for the 
Lord himfelfe, 


Now from our ſelves.,we are todoe it, partly that | , 1, reſpet of 


the graces of his Spirit may be increaſed in us ; | eur faives 
” . . N Y 

07 praicr exerciſerh our graces,ev A 
4 praicr cxerciſeth Our graces,cvery grace is Cx ani 
erciſcd in praier,and they being exerciſed are in- | cegin us may 


creaſed, See an excellent place forthis in / ude | | — 
£ 210, 


| 20, That J0u may edifie your ſelves in your moſt holy | 
| faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt ; as if he ſhould ſay , 
| theway to edifice your ſelves, and build up your 
ſelves,is topray in the Holy Ghoſt; that is,by ſpiri- 
tuall prayer, made through the power, and afſi- 
ſtance,and ſtrength of the Holy Ghoſt : Every ſuch 
prayer builds us up, it increaſerh every grace in 
us ; faith,repentance, love, obedience, an4 feare, | 
1/l arc increaſed by prayer. | 

Partly,becauſe they being exerciſed and ſeton 


worke in prayer, are more ready and aptto the | To exexciſe 
| race, 


performance of this duty than if they ſhould be | 


ſeldome inured thereto, | 
And partly alſo, becauſe prayer brings us to | 


Communion with God. For if the good compa- | To bring w2s 


communion 


2 


= 


ny of the godly onewith anotherwill encreaſe | Pm 


grace, how much more will communion with the | 
Lord himſelfe quicken and encrealc it ? | 
Moreover, this duty is required, that we may | 


deacquainted with G o v, for there is a ftrange- | To ayoud 


neſſe betweene the Lord and us,when we doc not | mn 


call upon his name. It is the comand whic!: you 


ſhall finde in 6b 22, Acquarne | 
Lord, that thow mayeft have peace with him, ana now 
ſhalt | 


—— 


— _ — 
— — ——— ———————  _— —— — —— <—_— 


ſelfe with the | 195 22,21, 


— 
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ſhalt have proſperity. Now, you know how ac. 
quaintance growes amongſt men ; it 15 by con- 
verſing together, by ſpeaking one tO another, On! 
the other tide, wee ſay, when that is broken off | 
when they falute nor,or ſpeak not one tO another, 
a ſtrangeneſle growes ; fo it is in this :when wee 


| come to the Lord, and are frequent, and fervent 


in this duty of calling upon him, wee grow ac- 
quainted with him, bur without it wee grow 
ſtrangers,and the Lord dwels a far off, neitherare 
weable ro behold himgexcept we be accuſtomed 
to it, for the more we come into his preſence, the| 
more wee are acquainted with him, Therefore 
that is another reaſon why we ſhould uſe this,! 
that we may get acquiantance with the Lord, 
Likewiſe,that we may learne to be tkanketull 
to him for thoſe mercies we have received from, 
him ,; for if Ged ſhould beſtow mercies uponus, 
unasked, wewould forget them, his hand would 


not be acknowledged inthem, and wee would| 
not ſee his providence in diſpoſing thoſe bleſ-| 
ſings that we doc enjoy ; burwhen wee comets | 
askeevery thing before him, wee are then ready 
to ſce his hand more, and to prize it more, and | 


we arediſpoſed to more thankefulneſlſe. So that 
it is a ſure rule commonly, What we winne with 


prayer, that wee weare with thankefulneſſe, and} 


that which wee get without prayer, wee ſpend, 


and uſe without any lifting up of the heart to! 


Ged, in praiſing him, and acknowledging his 
hand in beſtowing it upon us : ſo you ſcewhat 
this duty is. And, 


— = — — —— - _— —— - —_ — 


Secondly, 


— —  — -— - oC CT 
A i Eo —— — — - 


| The Saints daily Exerciſe. | 


— 
— 


—_ ——— — — 


Cm_—G_ _ IE ne en wer 


| Secondly, why the Zord will havethis dury 
| performed, 

Now, thirdly, (ina word) what is it tOpray 
continually 2 The word in the origmall fignift- 
eth, ſuch a performance of this duty, as thar you 
| doz not ceale to doe it; at ſuch times as Gop | 
requires it at your hands. Compare this with 
that in the ſecond Epiſtle to T z-m#thy x. 3. The| 
| Apoſtle faich there, that he hath him in conti- 
| nuall remembrance, praying for him night and de, 
| where the ſame word is uſed that is here. - Now | 
[we cannot thinke that the Apoſtle had 7 imorhy| 
[in continuall remembrance, that hce was never | 
[out of his thought, but the meaning 15, when | 
hee did call upon G ov, from day today, hee | 
ſtill remembred him. So that to pray continually 
is to pray very much, to pray at thole'rimes | 
when God requires us to pray. For it is the deft- 

| 


nition that Philoſophers give of idlenefle,a man 
is then ſaid to bee. idle, when hee doth nor thar | 
\which hee ought, in the time when'it 1s required 
ofhim, He is an idle manthat w orkes not when | 
'hee ought to worke, ſo hee 15 ſaid notto pray 
continually, that prayes not when hee oughrto 
pray. Ina like manner 1 conceive this-to be rhe 
(meaning of the Apoſtle, Rejoyce evermore, Phil. 
4. 4, ſo here when he comes to this exhorration 
of prayer, hee contents not himſelfetorſay, pray 
[very ofren, but pray continually, as wee uſe 
to exprefſe our ſelves when wee would have a 
| thing frequently done, wee ſay, ſee that you bee 
[pe of this. Sothe Apoſtles {cope 1s 
ro 
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Obſer. 
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courſe of pray-. 
er, at leaſt | 
rwice 2 Gay is 
our duty, | 


The grounds 
of it. 

i From the 
T ext. 

2s From exam 
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» 


| 


Dan, 6. 3+ 


: | 
3 From rea- |} 


LOons, 


t That God 
might be wor- | 
lupped. 


— 


| ſaid that Davidprayed oft, and Daviel exprelly | 
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to ſhew that it ſhould be exceeding often, and | 
that it ſhould be very much done. Hence we ga. 


| ther this by the way. 


That wee are bound to keepe our conflane courſe of 
calling upon God, at the leaſt twice 8 day, mhatſoever ys | 
doe more, | 

But you will ſay, what ground have you for | 
that,why doe you inſtance 1n that twicea day > ' 

The ground of it is this, in that the Apoſtle 
bids us pray continually, that is, doc it exceeding 
much,doe it very often, the leaſt we can doc it.is 
twice a day,we may doe it oftner, but that, 1 ſay, 
is the leaſt. When we have ſuch a command as 
this, when wee have ſuch a precept as this, Pray 
continually, and this rule illuſtrated by ſuch ex-| 
amplesas we have in the Scripture, why is it re-| 
corded, if it benot true of every example inthat| 
kind that is ſaid of the generall example, r Cor, 


; IO. They are written for our learning ? When it is 


in Dan.6. 3. Hee prayed three times a day, that was | 
his conſtant courſe, I ſay,wee may thinke weare | 
bound todoe it at the leaſt twiceaday. 
Conſider alſo a little the reaſon of it, why 

wee are bound to doe it; In the Temple, you 
know the Lord was worſhipped twice a day, 
there was the Aforning and Evening Sacrifice, 
What was the ground of that commandement 2 
T itere was no reaſon of it, but that the Lox» 


| might beeworſhipped, and that was the time 


that he would have it done twiceaday, morning 


| andevening : but belides that, itwas not onely 


that 


—— — —_—_ —_—  — — _- 
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that the Lord might be worthipped, (wherein we 
ould follew that example of worſhipping him 
morning and evening.) But likewiſe our occaſi- 
ons are {uch, that, that is the lealt we can doe, to 
call vpon him conſtantly morning and evening : | 


2 


28nd we take many of his creatures. Now we may | uſebleſlings 


X . | ari 
not take any ofthem without his leave; ſothar | *** 


thou art bound to aske for them before thou take 
them, and pray for a bleſſing upon them, orelſe 
thou haft noright to them, thou haſt no lawtnll | ;zim,4.4, 
uſe of them : that place is plaine, 1 Tim.4.Every | 
Creature of God is good, and ought not ro bee refuſed | 
if it be receivedwith thankeſgiving, for it is ſanttified 
by prayer. So that,if you take common bleſlings 
every day, and doe not ſeeke them at the Loyds 
bands before you take them, they are nor ſan@i- 
fed unto you, you have not a lawfull uſe of 
them you = no right unto them, | 
Beſides, my beloved, it is that which the Loyd 2 
commands in every thing, fats your requeſts | From Gods 
browne in every thing , that is, whenſoever you | ©*==ane. 
need any thing, make your requeſts knowne , ſo 
mevery thing give thankes. And therefore the leaſt | 
wecan doe, whenwe have received,and doenecd | 
ſo many mercies, is to give thankes, and to ſeeke | 
to him ſo often, from day today, 
Moreover, doe not cur hearts need it, arethey] #4 
tot ready tn goe out of order are they not ready | Foheepeour 
tocontradt hardneſſe, are they not ready togoe | ger, EI 
from the Lord, and to bee bardened from Godly | 
feare > Therefore this duty is needfull, inthatre-} 
C gard,): 


- . | 
for there is noday but wee uſe many bleſſings, | Thar we may | 
| 
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|gard tocompoſethem, and bring them backe a- 


gaine into order. 

Laſtly, doe not the finnes wee commit daily, 
put a neceflity upon us of doing this, that they 
may bee forgiven, and done away, and that wee 
may bee reconciled to G o » againe? Therefore 
doe not think that it is an arbitrary thing toczll 
upon God, twice a day, becauſe there is no parti. 
cular expreſſe command; for if you conſider! 
theſe places that I have named, and the reaſons, 
wee ſhall ſce there isa neceſſity lies upon usto 
doe it. So much ſhall ferve for thar, I come now 
ro make ſome uſe of this that bath beene delive- 
red. 

Firſt, inthat ſuch prayers as the Lord accepts, 
are 8n expreſſion of holy deſires, ſuch defires, 1 
meane;as rife from the regenerate part of a man: 
Hence then wee ſce that all naturall men are ina 
miſerable condition, whentimes of 'extremity 
come,& when tke day of death comes,whe there 
is noother helpe inthe world, bur ſeeking to the 
Lord,when all the creatures forſake them,and are | 
not able to help them,& rhere 1s noway to goto; 
the Lerd but by prayer; if prayer be anetfect and 
fruitonly of the regenerate part of a may,wherof | 
a carnall man is not partaker,then he is ina mile-; 

rable condition. Therfore let ſuch men confider 
thisas put all off totimes of extremity. Put the 
caſe, thou haſt warning enongh, at ſnch a tirac, 
& baſt the uſe of thy underſtanding, yet thou art 
10t able to doe any good withour this regenera- 


tion; for, if there be not grace i rhe hart, thou art 
nor | 


OO — 


| Ts 


| — 
_ ——_ — —— 


not able to make a ſpirituall prayer to the Loyd, 
ſuchas hee accepts, Therefore take heed of de- 
ferring and putting off, labour to be regenerate, 
to have your hearts renewed, while you have | 
time, and if thou be not able tocall upon God in 
the timeofhealth, how wilt thou doe it when | 
thy wits, and thy ſpirits are ſpentand loſt,in the 
times of fickeneſſe and extremity > Therefore 
letthat be conſidered, which wee doe but touch! 
by the way briefly. 

Secondly, if the L o x v commandthis, ifit | pp. 2, 
bee the command of God, Pray continually: Then 
take heed of negleQing this 4 utic,rather bee ex- 
horted to bee frequent, and ferventin it, to con- 
tinwe therein, and watch thereto with all perſeverance, | ** * 
[tis a common fault amongſt us, cither wee are 
ready toomir it, or cometo it unwillingly , or 
elſe wee performe itin a carelefle and negligent 
manner, not confidering what a command lyeth 
upon the {ons of men to performe it conſtantly 
and conſ{cionably.I beſeech you therefore conſ1- | Motiues to 
der firſt, that its a priviledge purchaſed by the | 977 


5 


k 
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blood of Teſs Chrift, Chriſt diedfor this end,itcoſt | Chritt died for 


him the ſhedding of his blood, That wee through | this end, 
him, might have entrance to the Throne of grace : and 
will youler ſuch a priviledgeas this lie ſtill > Tf 
ws doe,ſofar as is in you, you cauſe his bloud to 
ee ſhed in vaine: for if younegle@ the privile- | 
pes gotren by that blood, fo far you negle the 
blood thar procured them , but to negle@ this 
duty, is tonegle@ that. Beſides, if wee aske you |, . _ 5 
the reaſon,why you abſtain from other fins, why or ns 
2 you| 
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| you ſteale not, why you commit Hot adulterie, 
| and murther; The reaſon that you give, 15, be- 
| cauſe the Lord hath commanded you, Hath not 
| the Lord commanded you to pray conſtantly, at | 
| alltimes > If you make conſcience of one com- 
| mandement, why doc you not of another ? 
Conſider Daniel in this caſe, in the 6. of Daxj- 
el, hee would not omit a conſtant courſe of pray. 
| er, hee did it three times a day, and that was his 
| ordinarie cuſtome. If heewould not omit it to | 
ſpare his life, if hee would not omit it in ſucha | 
caſe of danger as that , why will you omit it for | 
buſineſle, oe little advantage, for a little gaine, | 
fora little wealth, or pelfe, or pompe, or plea- 
ſure, or whatſoever may draiv you from that du- | 
rice ? 

Doe but conſider, what an unreaſonable, and 
unequallrhing it is, that when the Lord gives us 
meat and drinke, and clothes, from day to day, 
when hee gives us ſleepe every night, when he 

| rovides for us ſuch comforts, as wee have necde 
| of, ſothat the leaſt creattire doth not us aty ſer- 
| vice, butas farre as hee ſets it on worke to doe | 
| that ſervice, for us to forget him, and nor to give | 
| him thankes , and not to aske theſe things at | 
| his hands, not to ſeeke unto him, but to liveas | 
| without Go» inthe norld, as many doc, who | 
| negle& this dutie: I ſay, it is a profeſſionot li- | 
| ving without Gop inthe world , wee are {tran- | 
| gers tohim, it is open rebellion againſt him. | 
Therefore take heed of omitting it, take heed of 
| negleCting it, 
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Beſides all this, wee ſhould doe it for our 

owne ſakes, ifwee conſider what uſewee have of |, ,?_.. 
this dutie for our ſelves, Is it not the keythar' o: «. 
openeth all Geds treaſures > When Heaven was | 
ſhut up,vas not this the key that open'd it? when 
the wombes were (hut up, was notthis it that 0- 
pered them > You know, Eliah prayed for raine; lo ' ., ;njocte 


wee may ſay for every otherblefiing, AIIG o o s | Gods uealuces,! 


treaſures are locked up to thoſe that doe nor call ' 
upon his name, this opens the doore to them all, | 
whatſoever they be that we bave occalton rouſe, 
this is cffe.tual. Andthis doth it berter than any | 
thing beſides; If a man be ſicke, I will de bold to | 
fay,a faithful praier is moreableto heale his dif- 
caſe than the beſt medicine;Theprater of faith ſhal | 
heale the pshe, Tam. 5. You know the woman that | 
bad the bloudy iſſue, when ſhe had ſpent all yp. | lanes. 
on Phyſicians, and could doe no good, then ſhe 
came to Chriſt, and offered a faithfull prayer to 
him, that did it, when ſo many yeeres phyſicke 
could nor doe ir. Zeloved,it there be a Prince, or a 
yreat man, whoſe minde wee would hare turned 
towards us, a faithfull prayer will doe it ſooner 
than the beſt friends. So it was with Nehemiah, | neen.r.cr, 
you know his recoueft, that the Lord would give 
him favour in the fight of the man ,, it wee bee in any 
trait, as it was in Toſephs caſe, if we have any difh- 
cult matter to bring to paſſe, this praier and ſeek-} 
ing to the Lord,will expedite,8 ſcr us at libertie| 
ſooner, it will finde a way to bring it about more 
thanall the wits in the world, becauſeit ſets God 
on worke. You have no power to doe any thing. 
| C 3 Cer-! 
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| Certaincly a praying Chriſtian rhar 1s prevalent 
and porent with God, ( that ſeckes to him) heis 
able to do more than all the witches in the world 
| for they ſet the Diy ell a-worke, but prayer ſets 
- Gop a-worke, it ſers him a-worke to do us good, 
tO heale us, and rodeliver us out of extremities; 
and therefore, I ſay, for our owne ſakes, even out 
| of ſcife-love,and for common comforts you have 
| n; ed roule this. Certainely, if theſe things were 
be!ceved,(for you heate them onely, you give us 
the hearing for thetime, bur if they were belce. 
| xca,) many would be more frequent in this duty, 
| tkey would not be Tonegligent in it, or come in 
| ſo carelcſle amanner toit. 
Furthermore, Ibcſcech you to conſider this, 
| exery man deſires joy and comfort,and common- 
lyone thing that kcepes us ofi trom this dury, is 
{ports and pleaſures, one thing or Other, that wee 
take dclightin , which dampe and hinder usin 
theſe tbings,in ſpirituall performances:Praier is 
the beſt way of al! other to fill thy hart with true 
jov, as we ſec in 70h, 16, 24. he ſaith there, /n my 
Name yeelave asled nothing hitherto , but now acke, 
; that your jiymaybee full, This is one motive that 
| Chriſt uſcth to exhort us to bee frequent inthis 
' 
' 


_— w— 


— — 


duty,thatour joy may be full: which I rake tobe 
the mcaning of that in /ames 5, If anymanbeſad, 
| let him pray, not onely becauſe prayer js ſutable 
to ſucha diſpoſition, bur likewiſe it will cheere 
| him up, it is the way to get comfort ; f anybe 
ſad, let him Pray. Soiris in Phil. 4.6. in all things 
; make your requet?s bromne, ard the peace of God (halt 
| heepe 
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brepe you in the communion of Ie  Chrift : Thar is it | 


that brings peace, and quietneſſe ; and therefore | 
there is much reaſon why we (hould be conſtant | 
inthisdutie, it is that which quickens us, it 1s | 
that which fills us wich joy, and comfort, and | 
wich true peace, whichevery one defi:es, | 
Moreover, conſider it is thy buckler , prayer is | 
the helmet that keeps thee ſafe,when a man neg- | 
lects it,when he ceaſeth ro go2 to God by prayer, | 
when he once ſhewes himſclfe to bea ftranger to! 
the Lord by negleRing this duty, th-n hee ts our 
of the pales of his procetis, like the conies thar | 
z0cout of their burrowes ; for fo is the Lord to | 
thoſe that pray : the Lord is a proteCtion to thoſe | 
that call upon his Name. The very calling upon | 
his name 15a running under G ops wings, as it | 
were, that is, a putting our ſclves nnder his ſha- | 
dow , but when thou negleQeſt that, thou wan- | 
dreſt abroad from him, Now doe wee notnecd | 
protection from outward dangers, from day to | 
day? doe we notnecd to be kept from the inward | 


danger of ſinne and remptation? Surely praier is | 


Oar [ricey 
conliſts 1a it 


one part of the ſpiritual/ Armour, as we ſee Eph. 6, | 514-6. 


Inthe compleat Armor of God,vrayer is reckoned p | 
the laſt,as rhat which buckls upall rhe reſt; ſaith 
the Apvſtle, Continue in prayer, andrratch to it with 


rerſererance. Ard you have the more reaſon ro dn | Prayerteach- 


ir, becauſe it is not onely a part of this armour, 


Word, and to uſe Faith, for prayer ſtirs them up | 
all. What is it to have Armor,and rot to hae it | 
ready 2 now prayer makes it ready, Therfore you | 

4 ſce| 


eth to uſe che 
reſt of the p. 
but it enables you touſeall rhe reſt, to uſe the | cwall arawur 
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| | ſeechriſt preſcribes che ſame rule in Mat.26.41 
Re 4* | Pray that you enter not into temptation * as if that 
| were the way to ſecure us,to ſhelter and tokeepe 
| | rs ſate from falling into temptation. [tis a thing 
I would adviſe you to, to pray, aud to ſeeke tO 
the Lord continually. Therefore, if wee ſhould 
| uſe onely this one reaſon to you, to bee conſtant 
| in this dutic,. becauſe it is for your ſafety, it. 
were ſufficient, © You know, whena man is ar 4 
Cittiemhoſe VV alles are broken downe , when he lies | 
expoſed to rempration,he 15 in a dangerous cale, | 
Sol may uſe this Dilemmato you, it you havea 
diſpoſition, and you think thus,l hopeIamwell| 
| cnough , I hope my heart is in agood remper 
"04 cnough, I am not now expoſed to any tempta- | 
FE 3 | rion,I feare norhing,make this argument againſt 
'thy ſeife, Why doe I negle& ſogood a ale, if 
my heart be {o well diſpoſed to pray, why doel 
then omit it? Againe,tf there be any indiſpoſiti- 
on in me, why doe I hazard my ſclte >what if Sa- 
| tan ſhould fer upon thee? whar if the Worlc. 
; ſhould ſet upon thee > what if a ſutable rempta- 
| | | tionagreeable to thy luſts be offred2are thou nor 
| in danger? and therfore a conſtant courſe ſhould 
| be ke pt in itzye ſhould take heed of being negli- 
| gent in it; And wi!l a mannow profeſſe that he 


| ſtate, although he do not pray ſomuch as others, 
\ We canner- | (We ſpeak rot of frequency ſimply, but of ſuch a 
[love Chriſt, | performance as is required) I ſay,to profeſſe that 


| bur we ruſt 


| | Him, and that hee is thy kusband. and that thou 


| | | Fopes hee is the ſervant of Ged, and ina good c- | 


call vpo him, | NON art a ſervant ot Chriſt, and that th ou loveſ:* 


art 
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art his ſervant,and yet calleſt not upon him from 
day today, that is an idle thing, it is impoſlible, 


ifchou diddeſt love him, thou wouldeſt expreſſe 
thy ſelfe in calling upon his name. Shall a friend 
that is an acquaintance onely to us, in whom we 

delight, but come to us, and wee arewilling to | 
ſpend many houres with him ; and ſhall we pro- | 
file our ſelves to be friends of God, and him to 

be our friend, and tharwee delight in him, and 
yetnegle& this dutie ? This 15 a common thing 
amongſt you, when you ſee a man that med1- 
rates all his matters himlelfe, or if hee doe open 
his minde, and tell them to ſome body clſe, 
truſt be ſuch a one as profeſſeth to bee a friend 
tohim, now if this Fiend ſhould never heare 
from him , nor hce ſhould never ſpeake to him, 
[Or if hee doe, it is in ſuch a negligent manner, as | 


it may appeare, hee doth not truſt him beg 
doth not regard what hee can doe for him, 
ce doth it ſo ſhortly, that hee can ſcarcely rell | 
'what the buliinefle is, I'fay, in ſuch a caſe, | 
would you not reckon his profeſſion of friend-| 
ſkip to bean idle and empty profeſſion ? Now | 
| apply it to thy ſelfe, thoſe that ſay they have | 
| communion with God,and they hope their eftare 
15 go0d enough, they ſtand in good tearmes| 
| with him, bur yer, if they be in any neceſſity, for 
' all the matters and occaſions that fall out from! 
day today, cither they thinke of them in them-| 
4Y 70 Gay, CIHNET y 
| {elves,or they are apt enough to declare then to 
| man, or if they goe to G ov, they doc it R*g- 
ligeatly , they poaſt over the matter, ſo as they! 
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have ſcarce leaſure to expreſſe themſelves and 
theirdoings ; doe you thinke hee will take ſuch 
[for friends? and doe you rhinke,that this is true, 
ſound, and hearty profeſſion ? Therefore (to end 
\ this) I beſcech you confider it, and take 
heed of being remiſie and negligear 
init; for youſec it is a com- 
mand trom the L o x ov, 


Pray continually, 
*,* 


THE 


SECOND 


SERMON. 


I THES. 5. 17. 


Fray continually. 


ESO T 'to repeat: what hath beene 

| delivered,but to preſle this point | 

on us a little further, ( for, whar | 

1s more neceflarie, than that wee 

TY24 ſhould keepe a conſtant courle | 

” inthisdutie, fincethe very life | 3 
of Religion conſiſts init? ) I adde this to all I | The owifion 


advaniage 


this dutie, it expoſcth you to great diſadvan-; ,,., 
tage; both for the outward man, and for the in- 
ward man ; and there are but theſe two that you 
nced to care for, | 


tor 


| 
| 
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For the outward man, it deprives you of the? ſorc 
R bleſſing : put thecaſe you have never {o good | the 
In the owe. [ſucceſle in your enterprizes, put the caſe you} fron 
| ward man» Ffhave gutward comforts in abundance, yet til]! our 
| the bl-ſling is wanting ; and not onely fo, bur it wg 
> uncovers the roote, as it were, and the curſe is wee 
--:;, [raineddowne upon your tables, upon your meat forg 
IHE, . T 
and drinke, upon all the endeavours, and all thc and 
enterprizes you take in hand, Vee conſider not ord 
what we doc,when we neglect this duty, to what dut 
danger wee cxpole our ſelves unro trom dayto terr 
day; for itis one thing to have outward com- up t 
forts,and another thing ro have the bleſling with diſt 
them, | pra) 
n  Againe, conſider whatofle you ſuffer inthe [dru1 
CIP invard man, when yee neglect this duty atany' ons 
ward man. [ftime; for that is readie to be diſtempered, and thir 
to gocout of order, it is readic to contra hard-' tu: 
nefle, to contra ſoile, ſpirituall grace is ready; ther 
OIEN todecay.lt fals outwith a mans hcarr,as it doth! a p! 
with a garden that is negle&ed, it will quickly inw 
bee over-runne with weedes, if you looke not di-| ctet 
ligently to it, and the way tolooke to it, is con- | , fore 
ſtancie in this durie. That is a notable place /0b | init 
Jeb, 15. 4: 15.4. when Elifhez obſerved ſome diſtemper in | ( 
bs affe&ions(as he apprehended it) he tels him thu 
that the ſpeech hee uſed was not comely, but hea 
vainc,and finfull: and what then? Swrely ob(ſaith | me! 
hee) thon reſtrayneſf prayer from the Lord; Asithe |afo 
ſhould ſay, It ts impoſſible, 7ob, that chou ſhoul-| ; JOL 
deſt fall into theſe diftempers, if thou diddeſt | | L0r 
pou thy courſe conſtantly in this duty ; _— | p” 
ore | 
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fore ſurely (ſaith he)thou reſtraineft praier fro:n 
the Lord, So it is with us, let us reſtraine prayer 
from G ov, and diſtempers will ariſ@quicklyin|, 
our ſpirits, worldly minded nefle will bee ready | pers :rite,if | 
to grow upon us,wee ſhall bee apt to bee carnall, | praier ve neg- | 
wee ſhall forget God, and forget our ſelves, and | | 
forget the good purpoſes, and deſires wee had : | | 
and therefore that you may keepe your hearts in| 
order, you muſt keepe a conſtant courſe in this 
dutie: which if you do,though your peace be in- 
terrupted,this will repaire it againe,it will make 
up the breaches againe, though there be ſome 
diſtempered affetions that grow upon us, yet 
prayer will compoſc all. As fleepe compoſerh| 
[drunkenneſſe, ſo praier will compoſe the affeAi-| Simi/e, 
ons: a man may pray himſelte ſober againe , no- | 
thing doth it ſooner, nothing doth it more effe- 
ually ; and this you ſhall finde, that as you ei. 
ther omit it, or ſlight it over, ſo you ſhall finde 
a proportionable weakene le growing upon the 
inward man, as the bodie feeles, when it negle- 
&eth either ſleepe, or diet, or exerciſe : there- 
fore to end this exhortation, let us bee conſtant 
init, 

Onely remember this, (when wee exhort you 
thus to keepe a conſtant courſe, for which you 


heard ſo many reaſons in the morning, I ſay, re-| We were 
[member this caution) that if it be performed in ran_— 
a formall, or in a cuſtomarie and overly manner, | in a forwall © | 
| You were as good to omititaltogerher: forthe | very — 
| Lord rakes not our prayers by number, but by | 
weight: when itis an outward piCture, a _ | 
Carcatle 
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carcaſſe of prayer, whenrherc is no life, no fer. | 
'VENCY in it, hee regards it not, Be not deceived 
inthis, it is avery uſuall deceit; 1t may bee a 
mans conſcience would, bee upon him, if hee | 
ſhovid omit it altogether, and therefore when | 
hee doth ſomething, his heart is ſatisfied, and | 
{ohce growes worſe and worſe : therefore confi- | 
der, 1 ſay, that the very doing of thisdury, is | 
[not thatwhichthe L O K D heeds, but hewill : 
(have it ſoperformed, that the end may be ob. | 
'taincd, and that the thing may bee eftected, for | 
which you pray. If a man ſend his ſervant togoe | 
toſuch aplace, it is nothis going to and fro | 
that hee regards, but hee would have him to dil- 
patch the buſineſle ; ſo in all other workes, hee | 
cares :0t for the formality of performance, bur | 
would have the thing ſo done, that it maybe: 
of uſe rohim : If you ſera ſervant to makea he | 
foryou, and hee goe, and lay ſome greene wood! 
'rogether , and perhaps put a few coales under, | 
this is not to make a fire for you, buthe muſt ei- 
'ther get dry wood, or hee muſt blow till it burne, 
and be fit for uſe + ſowhen your hearts are unfit, 


towarne them, and to quicken them by prayer 


leave your hearts as cold , and as diſtempered as 

they were before : My Beloved, this is notto per-! 

forme this dutic. This duty is effeually perfor- 
; med, when your hearts are wrought upon by it, 
and when they are brought toa better tune , and 


-, 
 roa better temper than they were before, If you | 
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fnd,finfull lufts there,your buſineſle is toworke 
them out ” prayer, to reaſon the matter, to cx- 
poſtulate the thing before the Lo x », and not 
togive over, till you have ſet all the wheeles of 
your ſoule right, till you have made your hearrs 
perfe&with Go p; and if you finde your hearts 


t00 much cleaving to the world, you muſt weane 


OO" — 


them,and rake them oft; if you finde a deadneſſe, | 


/\unaptnes and indiſpoſition in you, you mult life 
up your ſoules to the Lord, and not give ouer till 
you bee quickned ; and this is to performe the 
Cutie in ſuch a manner as the. Zerd accepts, 0- 
therwiſe it is an hypocriticall performance: for 
this is GI , when a man 15 not willing to 
let the dutie goe altogether, nor yer is willing 
to performe it fervently,and ina quicke and zca- 
lous manner : for hee that omits it altogether is 
a profane perſon, and he that performes it zca- 
'lonſly, and to purpoſe; is an holy man; bur an 
hypocrite goes betweene both, hee would doe 
ſomcthing atit, buthe will-not doe it through- 
ly. And therefore, if thou finde that thou haſt 
{lubbred over this dutic from day to day, that 
[thou performeſt it in negligent manner, and 
|perfunQorilie, know that it is an hypocriti- 
call performance ; and therefore when we ſpend 
ſo much time in exkorting you t@ a conſtant 
courſe in this dutic, ſtill remember , that you 
muſt performe it in ſuch a manner, that irmay 
have heate and life init, that it may bee accep- 
table ro GOD, and doe good: to your owne 


hearts, to bring them toa more holy frame of | | 
| | grace, | | 


What we mult 
docin prayer 


Hypocril.e, 
what. 


Note. | 
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It is greater 
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gracc, and to a betrer temper, than (it may bee) | 
you {ound them in, whcn you went about the | 
duty. 

| And if you objet now I, but itwill coſt us 
much time to doe this, 

Indeed this is one common cauſe, among a{! 
the reſt, that keepes us off from the thorow per. 
formance of this duty, but (to ſpeake to that ina] 
word) remember this,that the time that is ſpent 
in calling upon Go», hinders you not in your 
buſineſſe, though it ſeeme to hinder you, and 
though it takes ſo much from the heape, yet in-! 
deed it increaſeth the heapeas itis (aid of tithes 
and offerings, Bring theſs in, and thinke not, that! 


than worldly 
buſinefle, and | 
therfore 
ſhould be pre- 
fcred. 


men : no, ſaith the Logg, it will increaſe your| 
ſtore, / will open the windowes of Heaven, and you 
ſhall have ſo much the more for it; ſo it is true in | 
this caſe. In other things you ſee itwell enongh, | 
You know, the baiting of the horſe hinders not. 
the journey, and the oyling of the wheele, and 
the whetting of the {cith, though there bea ſtop 
in the worke for a time, yet as our common ſay- 
ing is, A whet is no let, and the doing of this is no 
impediment. | 
Sccondly,putthe calc it were, yet is it not the 
greater buſinefle > what is itthat you get by all 
your labours, and travailes? if it bee riches, it 
comes not into any compariſon with grace and 


becauſe you leflen the ITY you are poorer | 


' holineſſe,, with that *riches wherewith prayer | 


makes you rich, But, ſay it bee ſomewhat more | 


noble than that, as learning, or knowledge : yet | 
what | 
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CH er ny ner 


what is that to the renewing of Gods Image in 
'us 2 were it not better,to ſpend time to get grace 
to make us rich ro God, to make us to get {trength 
in the inward man, to paſle thorow all varieties 
of afliions, in getting that which is the chie- 
feſtexcellency of all others ? for is not that the |Whatis mans 
beſt excellency > When Adam was in Paradiſe, _ Ta 
the having of Gods [mage, you know, it excelled 

all other excellencies in the world;and (o it doth 
ſtill : now the more you pray , the more you get 
of this mage: fora man of much praler iz alwaies 
aman of much grace, it much increaſeth thoſe 
fpirituall gifts,which are better then all the our- 
ward thinges you can get by your imploiment | 
'and diligence in them: therefore,I ſay,though ir | 
doſ _ you much time,yert know (as Chrift ſaid | 
| to Adary) hee that prayes much, though hee be | 
agreat loſer inother things, yet he chooſeth the bet- 
| er parr, 

Laſt of all, conſider this,when thou comeſt to | eAn/w. 3 

offer ſacrifice to God, wouldeſt thou offer that | tm _m 
which coſt thee nothing 2 If thy continuing in | though with 
prayer and ſpending much time in it,ſhould coſt | -n— 
thee ſomediſadvantage inthy affaires,8e ſhould | fre nur con 
loſe thee that which another gaines,ſo that rhou | ſomewhat 
getteft not ſo much knowledge, as another man | 

doth, thou doeſt not ſo much in thy trade,in thy * 

buſineſſe, thou doeſt not Ter things in order, as | 

thou mighteſt have done, yet know this, that it | 

is great wiſedome to make our ſcrvice to G © » 

coſtly to us; you know Davids choiſe; Shall 7 offey | 

to the Lord that which coft me nothing? and __—_— 
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| ring ro it, isto© whenweare nat fit, we thinke to make our ſelves 
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formance. 


ObjeR. 2. | 


God accepts | 


2 (61.8. 12,13- 


The Saints daily Exerci/e: 


hee would needes give the worth to Araunah the | 
tebuſite for thatrwhich be bought ; in like manner | 
ſince it is to a good Maſter that ſees what you | 
doe, that knowes what it coſteth, and what loſle | 
you are at, and withall that is willing and able | 
ro recompence it, why ſhould you ſhorten this 
buſineſſe , and poſt it over, becauſe of other 
occaſions , and other buſineſle that you havers | 
doe > 
Oh, but a man will ſay further, I am willing to 
doe it, but I am unfit for ir,and it may be the lon- | 
ger I ſtrive, the unfit I grow. | 
To this 1 anſwer, firſt, in generall, if thou doe | 
itas well as thon canſt, though thou do irnor {| 
well as thou ſhouldeſt, in this caſe, God accepts | 
the will for the deed, when a man puts his ſtrength | 
toit, when there is no indiligence in him , when 
there is no01lazinefle, (for in thar caſe hee will not 
accept the will for the deed, but) when a man | 
doth his utmoſt, as thoſe that would have given | 
| more, and could nor, their will was accepted for | 
 thedeed, in 2 Cor. 8. 12,1 fay , when thou doeſt 
| what thou canſt, when thou ſpareſt no labour to 
| get thy heart vpon thewing,to raiſe and quicken 
| 2t, andto inlarge it tothis dutie; then Gopac- 
| Cepts It, 
But againe, I adde further, there is an ueskil- 
| fulneſſe in going about this dutie » many times 


| 
| 


: 


| 
: 
[ 
: 


| fitter,by ſpending time in thoughts,and medita- 
tions before; which Ideny nor but they may bec 
| profitable , but yet this I will propound to you, 


that | 
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' that the beſt way to fit our ſelves ts this dutie, 
| whenwe finde an indiſpoſition unto it, as, not to 
| ſtay till wee bave prepared our ſelves by medita- 

tion, but to fall preſently upon this dutie;(Iwill 


' give you thereaſonof it) becanſe though a pre- 


 paration is required for the performance of every 
fpitituall dutie, yet, the remote preparation ts 
| he which is intended, and meant, when wee fa 
we muſt prepare : for, ifwe ſpeake of that which 
is immediate, the very doing of thedutie is the 
beſt preparation to it. Forexample, if a man 
WEere tOrunne a race, if he were todoe any bodi- 
lyexerciſe, there muſt bee ſtrength of body, hee 
muſt be fed well, that he may have ability; but 
the uſe of the very exerciſe it ſelfe, the very par- 
ticular a, which is of the ſame kinde with the 
exerciſe, is the beſt thing to fit him for it: ſoin 
this dutie of prayer, it is true, tobe ſtrong in the 
inward man, to have much knowledge, to have 
much grace,makes a man able and fit for the dy- 
tie; but if you ſpeake of the immediate prepara- 
tion for it, I ſay, the beſt way to prepare us is the 
very duty it ſelfe,as al ations(of the ſame kind) 
increaſe the habits, ſo prayer makes us fir for 
prayer; and that is arule, The way to godlineſſe is in 
| the compaſſe of godlineſſeit ſelfe z that is, theway to 
' grow inany grace is the exerciſe of that grace. 
| Tr is apoint that Luther preſſed, and hee preſ- 


| ſed it out of his owne experience, and this rea- 


ſon bee uſeth , In this caſe, ſaith he, when a man 
z20es about to fit himſelfe, by working on his 


owne thoughts, now he goes about toovercome 
D 2 his 


| 


Semile., 


Exerciſe of 

grace 1ncrea- 

{eh ir, 
Notte 
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Note this ex- 
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his unfitneſſe by his owne ſtzength, and to con. 
tend with Satan alone, bur when a man feelerh 
an indiſpoſition,and goes to Ged by prayer, reſt. 
ing on God to fit him, hee takes Gods ſtrengrh 
to oppoſe the indiſpolition,and deadnefle of his 
fleſh, and the remprations of Satan, that hinder 
him,and reſiſt him, Therefore you ſhall find this 
to bee the beſt way to fit your ſelves for prayer, 
namely to performe the dury.If you ſecke to cx. 
pedire, and devolve your ſelves out of yourun- 
fitneſſe, by the working of your owne thoughts, 
commonly you involve your ſelves farther into 
thoſe labyrinths, and are caught more and more, 
But this I ſpeake by the way concerning matter 
of unfirnes : The maine anſwer to this obje&ion 
is,thatwhichA gave you beforc, that if a mandoe 
what he can, and do it fairhfully,and in fincerity, 
thatindiſpoſition ſhall nor hinder him:therefore 
ſtill remember it muſt be done, it is not anex- 
cuſe tous, at any time, nor ought to be,that we 
ſhould omir the dutic wholly, under pretence of 
an unfitecſlec, 


3 Aman isreadie to ſay againe, Bat I find ma- 
ny di ficulties, how ſhall I doe to remove them? 
The beſt way hereuntoI can take, is the very 
naming ofthe difhicultics themſelves to you,that 
you may know them,and make account of them; 
therefore conſider this an generall, that it is not 
an eaſie thing to call upon G O D conſtantly : 
our miſpriſion of the dutie, ou reckoning of 
it, that it is a more facile and caſie thing than 


6 
—_— 


it is, make us more to {light it, and cauſeth | 
us | 


' 
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hearts are carnall, and it is no cahe thing to 


gether, 
Then againe, our natures are very backward to 


| 


us not to goe abour it with that intention, which | 
| otherwiſe wee would, but conſider a lirtle what | 
'itis. The dutie is very ſpirituall, and our 
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bring ſpirituall duties, and carnall hearts to- | 1mpediment: 


Our hentts are 


| carnall. 


come into the Lords preſence, partly by reaſon of | 
his great glory , by reaſon of his Majeſty, who | Our backward 


dwells in light wnacceſſvble , and our weake eyes are 
apt to bedazled with it; and partly out of vnac- 
cuſtomedneſſe,we are nor led toit,and therefore 
we are ready to flie from him, as beaſts that are 
wilde,and never weretamed to our hands,are rea- 
dy to fly from us, ſo backward is our nature to 
come into his preſence, _ | 

Againe, the variety of occaſions hinders us, e- 
very thing keepes us b 


ifa mans heart be ſad (on the other fide) if itbe 
a ſlight ſadneſſe, men are ready todrive it away 
with company,and with ſports, and with doing 


other things ; Bur if the ſadnefle be greatywe are | 


ſwallowed vp with anguiſh of ſpirit, and then a- | 


ny thing is eaſter than to pray; as you may ſee by 


thera man hath a cheerefull diſpoſition, or ſad, 


[ 
: 
: 
j 


Iudas, it was eaſier for him to diſpatch himſelfe, 
than to goe and call ypon God, ſoit is with men, 
when they bave exceſſive griefe, when their an-| 
eviſh of heart is exceeding great : ſo that, whe- 


whether the ſadneſſc bee great or ſmall, (till you 
ſhall find adifficulty. If wee bee idle, and _ 


; 


3 
acke,for if a mans heart be | ings 9c- 
cheerfull,it is apt todelight in other things;and | -"— ader 


| | 
why. | 
| 
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rs will bee poſleſt with 
vaine ihoughts, and if wee bee full of buliceſſe, 
that diftracts us allo,ard indiipoleth us on theo. 
ther {ide : {o itt] there ate 11} ediments, 

Bur there 15 One great impediment,among the 
reſt, and moit common, which is norldly cares, 
and worldly minded-nefle; worldly cares hinder 
ſpirituall prayer, and (pirituall conference, and 
the holy performance(almoſt)of every duty;and 
therefore if you findea difficulty init, looke nar- 
rowly if that benot the cauſe. 

Againe, another great cauſe of this difficulty 
in prayer, of ſuch backwardneſſe to it, of ſuch 
indiſpoſition to it, is, becauſe wee doe not well 
conſider the nature of G o p, we want faith in his 
pexer,and in his providence , wee doe notconſi- 


When we are 
\o backward to 
pray 5 God. 


der Goys diſpoſing hand, which bath the gui- 
dance in every thing that belongs to us,in health 
in ſickeneſſe, in poverty, in riches, in good ſuc- 
ceſſe, and ill ſuccefle : for if wee did fee the pro. 
vidence of G op, and acknowledge it more, wee 
ſhould be ready to call upon him ; but this want 
| of faith in his providence, that the Lord is not 
ſcene in his greatneſle, and in his mighty poxer, 
this cauſeth men to bee backeward to ſceke to 
| him, but very forward to ſecke to the creatures. 
| When wee have any thing todoe, of any conſe- 
quence, wee areready to poſt from this man tO 
that man, and from this mcancs to that mcanes, 
| but very backward and negligent to goe toGod in 
prayer, to have the thing brought to paſſe that 
| wee deſire, andthis ariſcth from want of faith, 


 _— 


—_— «EAA 


and | 
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\and from ignorance of G ov, and our not right 


Beſides, Saran hinders us exceedingly in this 
dutic; for he knowes of what moment it is, and 
ot what conſequence, and therefore he doth as 
'the Aramites did, hee fights not againit ſmall oy 
great, but againſt the King, he knowes itis this du- 
ty which quickens every grace,it 1s the greateft 
cnemy which he hath, and if he can keep us from 


| 
| 
| 


prayer, hee hath the upper band of us, hee hath | 


\wreſted the weapon out of our hands, hee hath 


diſarmed us, as it were, and then he may do whar | 


|hewill withus, 
Laſtly, the ſins we commit, eſpecially groſic 
finnes, they are a great hindrance to this dutie, 


and keepe from the {pirituall and cheeretull per- | 


| formance of it: for ſinne wounds the conſcience, 


it difjoynterh and diſmembers the ſoule, and a | 


 dioynted member, you know, is unfit to doe 
| any buſineſſe, yea, when the ſinne is healed and 
| forgiven, yer there is a ſoreneſle left in the heart, 
| though ſome aſſurance of pardon ſhould follow 
| upon the commiſſion of a great fin, ſothat.this 


reckon up any more, for we ſhall inde enow by 
continuall experience. | 

The uſe wee muſt make of it is, that if the 
impediments bee ſo many, and the difficulties | 
that keepe us from a conftant courſe in prayer; 
and from the performance of it to purpoſe, {o 
creat,then we muſt put on 4 reſolution to breake | 
through all, and lay it,as an inviolable law upon | 


| D + our | 


is another impediment. ButTI muſt not ſtand to / 
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our ſelves, that we will notalter, Let us thinke cau 
with our ſelves that the thing is difficult, and | het 

| will coſt allthe care, and all the i intention that | 
| way be, yea, when thou haſt overcome the difk. | hea 
culrics at one time, it.may be,the next day,thoy | the 
ſhalt mect with new conflicts, new diſtempers, | | 
 __ | new affections, new ſtrength of lults, and a new (01 
| rt | indiſpoſition of mind will be onthee, and there- my 
onus dailyeo | fore hee that will bee conſtant in this dutie,mult | not 
| prayer, put ona ſtrong reſolution, as it was the ſaying the 
3: PF: of a holy man, (once of theholieſt men that theſe | nec 
pa wor latter times had ) that hee never went to pray to | 
| | God, but he found ſo many impediments,that ex- | ob; 
| | CC oth ce bound himſelte by an unalterable reſo. it 1 
| lurion, which he reſolved not to breake upon a- | all, 
| Dy occaſion, hee could never have a conſtant tC 
courſe in it, or, if hee had, hee ſhould never have wil 
| kept imſelfe from a formal 1, cuſtomary pertor- | {t 0x 
-mance of it. But I will addeno more, to preſſe | whi 
this upon you, there hath been enough {aid;] be- | ſha 
ſeech you conſider it, | gut 
I come now to that I promiſed in the morning | [1Ng 
| | todoe, which is , that which doth exceedingly | of, 1 
ſtrengrhen us tothe e pertormance of this duty of | ſait 
calling upon G O D, of praying continually ( which and 
| weare here commanded todo) 01,15 tOremove knc 
| eSionccha certaine obje&ions, which areinthe mindes of hea 
| are againſt | men, that lecretly weaken the eſtimation of ch1s ] 
(mw A | trveth , and inſenfiblie, take us off, when we ly k 
| eothe dury, | 1ArKe them not : for, Beloved, when we are (© to! 
| | negligent in it, ſurely there is ſomething that us, 
; Is the cauſe of it , and if wee could finde = Is ji 

CAauic, \ 


Ce re 
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cauſe,and remove it,ye could not ſpend an houre 
better, 

The objefions, that are commonly in the 
hearts of men, are many, I will name to you but 
theſe foure briefly. 

Firſt, a man is ready to ſay, what need I ſpend 
ſo much time,and be ſo large in the expreſſion of 
my wants to Ged, when hee knowes them ?I can- 
not make them better knowne to him, he knowes 
them well enough already , and therefore what 
neederh it ? 

To this I anſwer (in aword, becauſe it is an 
objection that hath not much weight it it) that 


all, hee will have thee to know them, becauſe o- 
tzerwiſe thou wilt not ſeck to him for them,thou 
[wilt not ſera price upon the things that hee be. 
' owes Bn thee,thou wilt not be thanktfull ro him 
| when hee hath granred them , and therefore you 
| ſhall finde our Saviour Chriſt uſcth this very ar- 


| SUMCnt,as a meanes to quicken us to praier, ſay- 
'ing, Tour heavenly Father knowes what you have need 


of: what then > Shall we not therefore pray > Yes, 
ſaith hee, therefore pray yee the more earneſtly, 
and the more importunately to him: for ſince be 
knowes your wants, hce will bee more ready to 
heare your requeſts, 

I, bur it will be ſaid again,that he doth nor on- 
ly know them, but he alſo meanes,and purpoſerh 
to beſtow them: for hee hath made a promiſe to 


1sjuſt and muſt keepe his promiſe, and when hec 


| —_— - 


i 


us, and bis promiſe is firme and ſure, and GOD, 


it is true, the Lord knowes thy wants, bur with- | haue usto pray 


| 


| 
| 
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hath fully purpoſed it,what needs ſo much pray. | = 
Ng TO bring itco paſle ? ; jor 

I anfrer, the promiſes of God are to be under. 
Rood with this ſecret condition annexed, I will ou 
doe ſuch and ſuch a thing tor you, if you pray ; | jr 
though the condition be not alwaies expreſſed ; | - 
and therefore wee ſee when God promiſed thingy | p 
in particular, yer till they prayed, and prayed | q 
earneſtly. When he promiſed E/zah that ir ſhoald | h 


raine, yet, wee ſec he prayed, and contended | K 
much in his prayer; ſo when he made a promiſe i 
to David,that he would make him an hoyſe,yet you | 
know, Davidwent to the houſe of the Lord & fare 
before him, and made cameſt prayer,as you may | | 
ee inthe ſecond book of Samuel: fo Daniclhad a | b 
| particular promile,yet he praied,$ prayed long, | 


Das "4 MY The example of our Saviour Chrift is without cx- | 
\ceptio,who had all the promiſes ſure to him, yet, | 
'you ſee, he prazed,yea, he ſpent whole nights in prayer, | b 
and therfore you muſt underſtand it,that though 
'you have a promiſe made, though the thing bee ; 
'never ſo ſure t9 you, yetit is to bee underſtood , 
with this condirion, if you call upon Ged. 
= "W | Now why the Lordwill have you do it, I ſhew-| 
He will haue | Ed you many reaſons in the morning , towhich 
us dozitto |WCewill add this one: VVharif the Lord will have | 


| thee call upon him, though he purpoſe to do the 


To worſhip | thing, even for this end,that thou maift worſhip | | 


' him? For, whart elſe is it to worſhip the Lord? | 


you ſhall find this uſuall inthe Old Teſtament, | 


The peopl- bowed themſthves and worſhipped, or they 
felt upon their faces and worſhipped. The meaning 
is 
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is this, toworihip Ged 18 nothing elſe, bur [OAc-| 
knowledge the worthineſſe that is\in him, As 
| when you doeworſhip toa man, you doc uſe fo 
' much outward demeanor and obſervance to him, 
as may acknowledge aworth in him above ano- 
ther man: and as outward geſturggis the outward | 


worſhipping of God, ſo the inward worſhip is in- | Prayer acknow 


wardly toacknowledge his attributes, Now you | ledgeth all 
l Gods attri- 


ſhall ſce, prayer gives an acknowledgement of | bures- 
bis Attributcs moſt of any thing : | for bee that 
Yayes to Ged, hee doth in ſodoing acknowledge 
| bis ommipreſence,and his omniſcience;thathe heares| _ 
| that which the idols of the Gentiles could not do, | © nikiexce, 
that hee knowes the ſecretof mens hearts, thar 
| neither meh nor Angels can doe, 

Againe, it acknowledgeth his Almighty | Power, 
| Power, that hee is able to doe any thing; for 
thatis preſuppolcd:, when wee. come and fſceke 
to him; | 

Thirdly, it acknowledgeth his Mercy and his | Mercis; 
oodneſle, that he is not onely able, but excce- 


| 


| Ting willingto helpe, "0 
| ru 


Laſtly, it acknowledgeth his Trsth, that as he 
hath promiſed , ſo, I make account he will per- 
torme it, when I goc and ſecke to himzina word, 
all the Attributes of God are acknowledged in 

| prayer. Therefore, therein you worſhip him ina 
| ſpeciall manner,when you goec and feeke to him, 
| and pray tohim;for in ſodoing you acknowledg 
| him, yea, you acknowledge him to be a Lord and 
| a father; as when we (ce a childe runne toa man, 


and aske him blefſing,when we lee him aske him 
| food s | 
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food and rayment, wee ſay,ſurely ſuch a man is 
his Father; fo this very praying to Goo, js a 
worſhipping of him, becauſe it acknowledgeth 


his Attributes,and his relation to us,and ours to! 
him. | 

But againe,thirdly,itwill bee objeQted, I bur, | 
alas, what can the endeavours or the prayers 
of aweake mandoe ? can they change the pur. 
poſe of Almighty God, if hee doe not intend to. 
doe this thing, for mee, ſhall I hope to alter| 
him 2 l 

For anſwere hereto, I ſay this, in bricfe, that 
when you doe call upon Gd, hee is tot changed: 
by your prayers, but the change is wrought 
in you; as wee have ſaid to you heretofore, 
when a Phyſician is ſought unto by his Pari- 
ent , the Patient defires him earneſtly to give 
him ſuch a cordiall, and ſuch areſtorative Phy- 
ſicke, that is, pleaſing to him, the Phyſician de-| 
nies him long, yet in the end, hee yeelds unto it, | 
Why > not becauſe there is any change inthe| 
Phyſician, but becaulc there is a change inthe 
Patient, he is now fitted for this, before hee was | 
not : ſo then the Phyſician yeelds now, whereas | 
before hee refuſed ; and yetrhe change is in the 
Patient,and nor in the Phyſician : in like manner 
beloved , when you goe about to ſtrive with God 
in prayer, when you contend, and wraſtle with 
him, { for ſowe ought to doe) when you ule ma+/ 
ny reaſons to peſwade him, you alter not him, 
but your ſelves : for thoſe arguments that you 


uſe, arenot ſo much toperſwade him to helpe | 
you, 
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| your ſelves neerer to him, as when a man ina 
' ſhip pluckes a rocke, it feemeth as if he plucked 


. , . X 
hearts, by the exerciſe of this dutic, then in- 
| deede rhe Lord drawes neere tous, to fend us 


vp t6 him; and therfore I ſay (which you ſhould 
| marke by the way ) that every praier, as it hatha | 


the holineſſe of affection puts your will in @| 


| you, as to perfwade your owne hearts to more! 
faith, to more love, to more obedience, to more 
| bumilitie and thanketulneſle; and that indeed is 
[the realon, why prayer prevailes with God, not 
that the very ſending it up is that that prevailes 
with him, but becauſea faithfull and fpirituall 
 praicr puts the heart in a better difpoſition, fo 
that a man is now madercadic toreceivea bleſ- | 
ſing at Gods hands , that before hee was not : 
Ard therefore , when you thinke you draw God 
ts you, with your arguments, in. truth, you draw 


the rocke neerer to the ſhip, when as-indeed the 
ſhip is plucked neerer to therocke : ſo, I ſay, we 
draw our ſelves neerer to the Lord; now when 
wee draw neercr tothe LORD, in prayer, and 
there is a ſpirituall diſpoſition wrought in our 


helpe, and togrant our requeſts, that wee put 


higher pitch of holineſſe in aftetion, and as it 


' hath ſtronger arguments in it, ſo it 13 a better 


prayer, not becauſe rhis prayer ſhall prevaile | 
with G OD more, or, that the excellencie of | 
this prayer ſhould move him, but becauſe this 

pitch of holy affetion, and ſtrength of argu- | 
ment workes upon your hearts : for the ſtrength | 
of arguments moves your underſtanding , and 


frame, | 
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as the patient, we ſpake of before, is fitted when 
the Phyſician is willing to give the thing he de. 
fired, 

But the laſt objetion, which indeed is more 
than all the reſt, is this ; 

A man is ready to pray, wee ſee there are ma. 
ny men that doe not call upon God, and yer enjo 
many mercies: it may bee, a man can fauwich 
himſelfe, when hee did notuſe to pray, he had 
healch, and fleepe, and proteRion. 

Againe, on the other fide, he hath prayed for 
ſuch and ſuch __ yet they have not been 
granted, So this objzetion hath rwo parts, that 
a man hath obtained bleſſings , withour praier, 
and againe hee hath praied , and yet he hath nor 
_ ined the bleſſings he ſought tor,at the Lords 

ands, 

For anſwer to the firſt, that men doe obtaine 

many bleſſings thar doe nor pray, (as how many 

oung men are there, and old men too, that have 

ealth,and wealth , and peace, and libertie,and 
abundance of all things, and yer either they ſeek | 
not to God, or if they doe, yet not ina holy and 
ſpirituall manner) and therefore this obje&ion | 
had need tobee anſwered , which I will doe with | 
as much brevitieas I can. 

Firſt, though they have theſe bleſſings, yet 
they have them uncertainely, they have no pro- 
miſe of them, they cannot build upon them, | 
whereas they are ſure mercies to the righteous | 


—— O— 


>> 


frame, and ſodiſpoſeth your hearts,and fits you, 


man, hee can build upon theſe bleſſings : = . | 
at 
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and hee hath ſure promiſes to build on; the ©- 
ther, though hee hath them, yet hee is in aflip- 
pery place, when he enjoyes them z it is at acci« 
dentall ching, he hath them from the hand of an 
enemy, and be knowes not how long he ſhall cn- 
joy them. 
But I anſwer againe, (which is the chicfe an- 
ſwer to this objeCtion)that there is a greatdeale 
of difference betweene having bleffings through 
the providence of God , and berweene having them 
from the mercy of G o », and by vertue of his pro- 
miſe, and out of his love tous in Chri#h Teſms, A 
naturall man may have many blefſings of Gov, 
( ſo God (aid that hee made Jeroboeam a King, be 
gave him a Kingdome ; and many fuch pa faves 
we ſhall finde, when men come unjuſtly rothem, 
as he did rothe Kingdome, yer God faith, he did 
it, that is, it was by his providence) and yer hee 


hath them not in mercy : for if thou haſt theſe 
bleflings, health, and fleepe, and fucceſſe in thy 
enterprizes, from day to day , and yetthy heart 
tels thee within, that thou haſt not ſought them 


—_—_— 


hath a father to goe to, whoſe love hee knowes, 


| 


4 | 


Men that have 
bleſlings with- 
out prayer , 
have them un- 
certainely. 


at the Lords hands,as thou oughteſt, I ſay roſuch 
a man, (and marke it) itwere better for him-rhat 
hee ſhould want them : for certainely, when hee 


eA»ſw. 2. 
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want them, 


hath them,in this manner,be hath them withoar | 
a bleſſing ; yea, he hath them with a curſe,and ſo 
had better tobewithourt them; as it had bin ber- 
ter for Achab to have been without his vineyard, 
and as it bad beene betrer for Gehezi, ro have 


gonewithout his reward , that hee bad of Nas- 


man \ 
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man the Afyrien, for you know hee kad the le. 
profie with it? it had beene better for the chil. 

drenof /ſrael to have gone withour their quailes, 

for you know the curſe that followed, death 

'went along with them; ſo when a man fhall haye 

(peace and profperitic, 8& abundance of all things 

without ſeeking them at the Lords hands, from 

'day to day, I ſay, he had much berrer want 

[them : for there goes death rogether with them, 

Ir is ſaid plainely, that eaſe fazeth the fooliſh 
(that is to ſay)this very proſperitie,this thriving 

(notwithſtanding a negleing of prayer, and of 
holy duties) I fay, it carries death along with it, 
as the obtaining of the V ineyard, brought death 
to Achab, the getting of the Kingdome was the 
deſtruction of eroboam, and therefore men have 
little cauſe to comfort themſelves with this, that 
they enjoy many bleflings, and never pray for 
them. 

But, to anſwere this point more fully, I ſay, 
many bleſſings are beſtowed upon men, not for 
their owne ſakes, but for the Churches ſake, A 
man may have ſtrength of badie, hee may have 
oreat gifts of mind, he may have great ſucceſle in 


uſing thoſe gifts, he may bring greatenterprizes 


his own ſake, but for the ſake of the Church,and 
glorie of Ged ſome other way, that hee might 


plainely ſaid of Cyrm, (Iſaiah 45.4.) ſaith the 


doe ſome ſervice; to this purpoſe you ſee, it 1 


Loyd there , For Tacob my ſervants ſake, and for Iſ- 


<—— 


to paſſe, ſo that you may truly ſay; the hand of 
 Ged is with him, all this may bee done, not tor ; 


rael 
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rael mine elefs ſake I have called thee by name , and 
have given thee this great power, and all this great 
ſucceſſe, although thou thy ſelfe have not knowne mee. 
(Marke) Cyrws was a moſt proſperous man, 
| Gods hand was mighty with wm, and yet all 
this was not for his Gwne ſake, but for the 
Churches ſake:ſo you may think it is when. men 
| proſper, many times, it is not for their owne 
fakes, butto tulfill ſome other end of Gops 
'providence : and therefore,marke this,and kee 


1t fora rule; Ifthou proſpereſt in thine etxterpriſes | 


if thou enjoyeſt wealth, and peace, and abun- 
dance of all things, arid art conſcious that rhou 
doeft not ſeeke to God, from day to day, that 
thou keepeſt nor thy heart right and ſtraight,and 
| | | | 
perfe& before him, neith«: eſt callupon him, 
'1nan holy and ſpirituall manner, ( certainely it 
is for one of thoie cauſes) thou haſt itwirthour a 
| bleſfing,and with a curſe, thou haſt it for other 
ends, and not for good to thy lelfe; and therfore 


thou haſt it very uncertainely, it may bee tooke | 

from thee, thou knoweft not how ſoone, yea, 

*and this thou ſhalt be ſure of, that ir ſhall bee 
taken from thee then, when of all other times it 
will be unfiteſt for thee: asa theete comes ata 
time when men leaſt looke for him, ſo defiru#ien! 

comes ſuddenly vpon theſe men : God curs them, | 

as a man when b«e would have trees te dye, hee | 

loppes thera in chat ſealon, that of all other is | 
theunficreſt, when the ſaype 1s in the tree, and | 
the lopping wil cauſe thera ro wither, ſorhe Lord 

will ftrike them in a ſeaſon, that ſha'l bee moſt 
E vnfit| 
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| objetion wee ſhall then take this impediment 


unfit, moſt unlooket for. It is quite contrary with | 
the Saints, hee cuts them in =- ſeaſon, hee lops | 
them in due time, when it is beſt for them, that 
they may grow the better for ir. 

But now for the other part of the objzeion,ir 
may be, many among you are now ready to ſay, 
I have prayed for ſuch and ſuch things, and 
I have beene carneſi, and yet the Lord hath deny- | 
ed mee, My Beloved, it wee can fatisfie this 


away, that we propound in this obje&tion,which 
as I ſaid, hath thoſe two parts. Therefore to 
this I anſwer : 

Firſt, if thou baſl not been heard in thy pray- 
er,conſides, whether thou haſt not prayed amiſſe , 
itis a common fault among us, when wee have 
ſpent much time in prayer, and it may bee, wee ; 
bave ſpeat-time w bafing and prayer, and the 
thing 15 not grafted , wee preſently lay it upon : 


the Lord, that he bath not heard , when many | 
' times the cauſe is in our not. praying as wee 

ought : It may bee thou haſt beene very carneſ}, | 

and therefore thou hopeſt thou haſt done very | 
| well, I re} thee, thou maiſt bevery earneſt and | 
| importunate with the Lord, when it may bee no | 
| more but a naturall defire, as whena man hath 
| need robedirected in a difticulr caſe, that much 
| concernes him , when hee bath neede to bee ex- | 
| rricated,, andrakenout of fuch a difficultie,and } 
| ſrait,wherein he is involved;when hee hath need 


| of ſucceſſe in ſuch an enterpriſe, orany thing of 


| that nature; I ſay, a man may be carneſt with the | 


Lord 
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| Lord in ſuchacaſe, and yet his prayer may bee 
| amiſſe, ir may nor bee a ſpirituall prayer, it may | 
| not bee an expreſhon of holy deſires tothe Lird, 
for they onely prevaile with him : and yer ſay 
nor, the naturall are excluded, (that is not my 
meaning) for they may adde winde to the failes, 
though Valtnas may guide the rudder,and kee 
' the courſe, and make the ſterage, yet naturall & 
fires may make us more importunate, and may 
adde much to it: therefore, I ſay, conſider thy 
prayer. 
Secondly, Conſider againe, when thou haſt 
ſought ſocarneſtly to God, whether it bee nor ro 
beſtow is upon thy lofts, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, aw. 
4. Y. when thou haſt a buFneMe to he performed, 


— 
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Naturall de- 
fires nor ex- 
cluded in true 
prayer, 


| Simile, 


Secondly, in 
reſpeR of the 


2re for the ſa- 
msfaltion of 
our luſts, 
Lew, 4-3. 


it may bee, thouart earn: if —+i/; #24, bur haſt 
thounor aneye tothy owae lo: y.1ohinenwne 
' praiſe and credit in it? when thou walt <armeſt 


' for health, was it not thac thou mighte't 7 
 moredeliciouſly>when thou defireſt wealth,a:;, 


ſucceſſe in thineenterpriſes, thattend to mer | 


thy ſtate, is itnot out of ſome ambition 2 you | 
know, that deſire is condemned, /f any manwill! 
bee rich, is itnot a deſire of greatnefle > would 
| you not be ſome body in your _ , and ſer up 
your houſe and family> Such things indeede 
'G ov beſtowes upon men, but to have our de- 
fires pitched upon them, and tO pray for them in 
' that ſenſe, is amifſe; and my rule for iris inthe | 
firſt of Timothy the (1xth chapter, the ninth verſe, | 
| If a man will bee rich, &c. that is, whena man de- 

fireth exceſſively more than food and rayment 
E 2 convenient | 


when they | 


1 Tim. 6-9, 
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canverient for bim, then certainely the natural! 
affe&tion 13degenerate into a luſt ; forwhen any 
affetion exceeds, it cealeth tovean affection, 
and begins to be a luſt : and therefore where it is 
ſaid, If any,meu milf berich, &c. 1tis ſaidafter, it 
isa ſt, 

But you will ſay,how ſhall a man know, when 
his prayer is to beſtow that which he praycth for 
upon his luſts ? | 

I anſier, if a man conſult with his own heart, 
and deale impartially with himſelfe, hee may 
know what h1s ends are ; but if you cannot finde 
it out that way; you may know itby the effect, 
you may know it, by the bils you bring in. Vhat 
i5 the expence of the things God hath- beſtowed 
on. you, when hee hath put a price into your 
hands, conſider how you beſtow it, If a Stew- 
ard have a great ſumme of money that his 
Maſter hath truſted him with, and his bills bee, 
that he hath beRtowed ſo much in riot, ſo much 


in fine apparel], &c. but there hath beene but fo | 
much beſtowed for his Maſters, advantage, it | 


15 an argument he hath ſpent itil: {owhen wee 
lee there hath beene ſo much health ſpent, 1o 


much time, and ſo much ſtrength, in following | 
our owne plots,and our owne worldly bufinefle, | 


without reſpe&t to God, not ſerving God, nor 
men in our calling, as we ſhould doe ; and that 
thcre hath beene little time beſtowed in prayer, 
In reading, in making our hearts perfect with 


Ged,in taking pains with them from day to day; | 


I ſay, if wee thus looke upon the bill of ex- 
Pence, 
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| pence, and conſider how wee have beſtowed our 
time, Our health,our ſtrengrh,our wits, from day 
to day, and our diſcourſe ( for that is one price 
| that we have in our hands, by which we may doe 
| good, it.is as a Buckerby which wee may-draw 
trom others; and likewiſe it is as a ſpring, and 
fountaine, wherewith we may feed others, with 
the waters of life) conſider how we have laid out 
all cheſe things, and by that we may know, how 
we are diſpoſed touſe the bleſſings we ſeeke for 
at G oo $5 hands, whether wee ſeekethem tobe- 
ſtow them upon our luſts,or to ſpend thoſe gifts 
to our Maſters advantage; and, if wee finde wee 


doe it for our owne lufts; in this cale I ſay ro you 
goc and amend your prayers, and God will a- 
mend your ſpeeding. We mu ſt doe in this caſe, 


as an Angler doth when hee hath throwne the 
bait into the River, if it ſtay long, and catch no- 
thing, hee takes up the bait, and amends it, and 
when hee ſees it well, hee then continues, and 
waites; in like manner muſt every one of us doe; 
if thou pray,and pray long,and haſt nor obtained 
the thing thou praieſt for, look diligently to thy 
rayers, ſeewhether they be rightorno, ifthey 
be nor. .amend thy prayers, and Ged will amend 
his readinefle toheare thee if thou finde they 
be ſincere and hearty,mingled with holy defires, 
and not with earnall and corrupt affeRious,then 
let the bait lye Rill, that 1s, continue to pray, 
and to waite, and the Lord will come in due 
time, 
| But this is not all,though it be one maine thing 
| E 3 or 


for, 


k ile, 
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In reſpe of 
the manner, 
| when they arc 
utrered Cat c-* 


| lefley. 


What movyes 
| God ro doc us 


| good and evil- 


A nſw, 2> 
God grants 
our praiersofr 
tzxrnes, yet, 


Firſt, not in 
that manner, 
as wegchre, 
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our praicrs,weattribute it to many otherthings 

but not to our remilneſſe & careleſnefle in ſeek- 

ing to Gov ita man want fleepe, it hee finde| 
fickneſſe and weakeneſſe,and diſtemper of body, 
| be thinkes that he bath eaten amiſle, and con{i- | 
| ders not whether he hath prayed amifle;ifa man 
| have miſcarricd in his buſinefle, bee begins to| 
 thinke, whether he hath not beene improvidenr, | 
| whether he hath not dealt fooliſhly,whether hee 

| bath nor omitted ſuchand ſuch meanes, as hee | 
might have uſed, hee never thinkes whether hee | 


hath prayed amifle ornozwhen that (perhaps) is 


| the cauſe of our miſcarrying, and not the thing | 


whichwe comonly attribute it nnto : for rbough | 
G o »-be not the immediate cauſe, you know he 
is thegreat cauſc ; There is no iM, that hee hathm 
doxe:thatwhich moves him is alway cither grace 
orſinz asthatwhich moves him todoe us good, 
is our obedience to him; and that which moves 
him to the contrary, is negle& on our part, | 

But to anſwer further; ſuppoſe thy prayers be 
righr, yet this is to bee conſidered, that often- 
times a man is deceived, in thinking his prayers | 
are not heard; and therefore you muſt refit | 
that mifſcanceit. As for example, ſometimes | 
whenwee would have the thing 1n one faſhion, 
| Gop beſtowes the ſamething upon us inano-| 
ther ; and therefore thou maiſt bee deceived in} 
| that; it may bee, a man prayes carneſtly, that! 


21CC 


-— 


A — 


| 


for beſteds this, when thou art not beard, confi. ! 
der, if thou haſt not prayed remiſſely,it ts a com-! 
mon fault amongſtus, when we ſucceed notin | 


—— — — —— — 
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fi-| ' hee may have a ſtrong batly, to:doe Go» fer. | 
1-| vice withall, when as, perhaps ſicknefle of body 
in; makes him doe him better ſervice, becauſe it 
a5 keepes him in more awe, it weanes him more ' | 
k- trom the world, and makes him more heavenly- / | 
le | minded. You know the caſe of Paul, heewould | | 
y, i fain have bad that luft raken away that is ſpoken | 
lt-| of, 2 Cor, 12. 9. and why > ſurely the thing hee | » (@. 11, g. 
In | would have had, was, to have his heart in an ho- 
o| ly and right frame of grace; now, though Pac) 
t, | bad not lus petition granted that way he looked 
J for, yet hee had it another way, the Lordincrea- | 
ce | ſed in him the grace of humility by it, hee ſaw | 
te his owne weakenefle, and the power of Chrift 
is; the more; and when this was diſcovered unto 
10 | him, he was content. | 
1'J | - Is itnotallone, whether the Lord keepesan| Smiles | 
he ;cnemy from doing us hurt, orthat he = us 
7 a ſtrong helmet or bucklerto keepe off the blow 
Ce from wounding ns? it may be a man prayes for | 
d, money, and foreſtate , if God provide hin meat 
> and drinke; and cloathes ſufticiently, in ſtead of 
| this, is itnotall one > It-may be another would 
C have a greater degree of conveniency , for his 
N- dwelling houſe,and many other things, if Gov 
'S | zive him a body able to endure that which is 
ie | more courſe, all is one, asif heewere provided | 
es | for more delicately, It is all one, whether a Phy- | . 
Ny | fcian quench the thirſt of his Patient, by giving | "TINT : 
” him beere and drinke that is comfortable unto! wer . 
in} him, or by giving him Barberries, or ſomewhat | | 5 
ar| © (elle, that will doethe thingaswell: andit is | 4 
ec | E 4 quall | 


a es 


OL TY ETEYTY a ” 


6 


Nor by thoie ' ſgpecc are deceived inthe meanes Oft times in 
reancs Which | : 


| we propound, | 


I»/tances. 
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| quall rothechildewhether the Nurſe feedes it 
| with milke and other nouriſhment prepared (or 
it, or gives it the breſtwhich it moſtdefireth ; 
; Even ſo it isall one to thee, whether the Lord 
anſwers thy petition, and gives thee the rhing 
| in the very ſetf-ſame manner thatthou wouldeſ} 
have it ; Or beftowes 1t1h another manner every 
whitas well, ifnot better for thee. 


| Secondly, as wee are deccived in the manner, 
ſeeking to God, When a man prayes,he pitcheth 
upon ſuch aparticular meanes,and thinkes veri- 
ly that this is the way,or none; yet it may bethe 
| Lord will find out another way,that thou diddeft 
never dreame Of, Paul yu_ to have a proſpe- 
[rous journey to Rowe, hee little thought, that 
when he was-bound -at Jeruſalem, and poſted up 


and downe from one priſon to another, Gov 
was now ſending him to Rome , yet he ſent him, 
and ſent him very ſaſewith a great company at- 
tending upon him,he fent him it maybe 1na bet. 
ter manner than hee himſelfe would have gone, 
| and yet it was by ſuch ameanes ashe could never 
| dreame of; Allo you know Naaman the 4ſſy- 
71a, hee had pitched upon a parricular meanes, 
he thought the Prophet would have ſurely come 
forth, and have laid his hands upon him ,, but ro goe 
and waſh in /orda»,he thought his labour all loſt 
and his requeſt which hee made to the Prophet 
to-no purpoſe , for it was athing that hee never 
thooughrof,'ir was a weake and poore meanes 
that hee:mad& no account of, yet tharwas the 


MEAanes 


— 
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| meanes that 60d intended : {ol ſay, wee oft de- 
| ceivc our ſelves, wee pitch upon ſuch particular 
| wayes, andwhen theſe failc us, ſceing thatwee 
' have prayed that theſe meanes might be uſed, 
and G oO» doth nor uſe them, wee thinke pre- 
| ently it cannor be effected, /oſephthought verily 
| Pharoahs Steward ſhould have been the meanes to 
bring the promiſe to paſſe, & after chat, Phayrahs 
| Butler he uſed as ameanes, when hedeſired him | 
[to remember him'; and yet all this was nor the 


. | 
' meanes,but another, which he veverthoughtof, 


| which was a dreame of Pharoahs : the like was in | 


'the caſe of Aordecai, deliverance came a ſtrange 
[ways way that Aordecai never imagined, So A- 

braham thought verily that 1ſmae/ had beenerhe 
| ſonne of the promiſe, but God tells himhee was 
deceived, /ſasc was the ſonne, inwhom he would 
make good the promiſe, So the /ſrae/ites thought 


that Afoſes ſhould have delivered them, that it 
ſhould bave beene preſently true, thatthe yoke 
of bondage-ſhould have immediately bin-rtaken 
off from them z but wee ſee G © » went another 
way to worke, hee ſent Afoſes away intoa farre 
Country, and the bondage was exceedingly in- 
creaſed upon them; ſo that they thought they 
were further off now than everthey were Hefore, 
but in truth they were neerer : for the increaſe 
of the bondage, incxeaſed Pharozhs finne, and 
made him ripe for deſtruction: Againe,it increa- 
| ſed thepeoples humility, ir made them ro pray 
| harder, and to cry more fervently to G ©» for 
| deliverance, and ſo it made them more fit for ir; 
| and 


ee, 


fuO1%SD » x 
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LY artribure 
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and Moſes at the laſt was more fitted ro bee a | 
deliverer after hee was fo long trained up, and | 
was ſo much humbled ; fo that when G oo | 
ſcemes to us to goea cleane contrary way, yet it | 
is his next way to bring it'to paſſe. Beloved, iris | 
a common thing with us, wee pitch upona cer. 
taine particular meanes, wee thinke ſuch a man | 
muſt doe it, or ſuch acourſe muſt doe ir, when | 
the Lord intends nothing lefle. Andthereafon| 
often is, becauſe if wee ſhould have deliverance, | 
many times by ſuch meanes, by ſuch mey, and 
.by ſuch wayes, wee would attribute too much 
to the meanes. Therefore, wee ſee, while Gideon 
haca gteat Army the Lord would nordoe it, it 
was 09 great forhim ; and therefore wee ſee to 
what a:{mall number hee brought it : fo oft- 
times menthinke, oh if I had ſuch a mans helpe, 
or if I had ſuch a meanes, it would doe the 
thing, the enterpriſe would bebrought to paſſe : 
when we make toomuch account of it, the Lord 
(it may bee) caſts away that, which ſeemed 
moſt probable, and (evenas he doth moſt of his 
workes, as hee builds his owne. Kingdome 
by the moſt - fooliſh and improbable meanes | 
of all other, fo) often bee doth our bufi- 
neſſe by ſuch meanes, that wee leaſt — 


of : therefore bee not diſcouraged, Suppoſe we 


| pray, that ſuch a great Pgince ſhould raiſe the' 


Chnrches, that fuch a warre, that ſuch an enter- 
prife, and proje& may doe it, put the caſerhe 
Lord wi\ not doe it ſo, are wee then preſently 
nadone 2 and is there no helpe, becauſe ſuch a? 


batraile; 
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'battraile is overthrowne, becauſe ſuch a King | 
did not ſucceed,becauſe ſuch a Generall had nor | 
ſucceſle according to onr expeRation ? It may | 
bee that is not theway, the Lord will heipethe | 
Church after another manner, than wee dreame 
of, and fo for a mans ſelfe, he bath a great buſ- 
reſſe to bee done, or hee is in diftreſle, and 
would have dehiverance, and hee thinkes this 
is the way, Or none; and therefore hee is car- 
neſt to have:it done; now it is good, in this 
cale, to leave it to the Loxpd, to make our 
requeſts knowne to him, and when we have done 
that, to bee 'no further carefull, but leave it ro 
the Zordy-to doe it his owne way'; forhe is moſt 


— 


S$kiltull. | 


If you take a skilfull Worxeman, and ſay no 
more to him but thus : Sir, 1 pray you, doc mee 
luch a thing, if ir-were the bringing of water, | 
or the fetring up of a building, itmay bee, hee | 
will goe away to worke, that thou knoweſt not ! 
what it meanes, and yet thou wilt truſt him: 
whythenwile thou not truſt Gov, and ſuffer 
him to goe his owne way > for when thonart 
croſſed in that thing, wherein (itmay bee) of all 
othcrs,thou wouldeſtnor be croſſed, perhaps that * 
lame 15 the beſt way of all other, to'bring the 
thing to paſſe that thou defireſt. 


_— — 
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Siomile, 


| 


Thirdly, as wee are deceived in the manner, ' Thi-dty,or nox 


and the meanes, ſo likewiſe wee miſtake the 
time : it may bee the Lord is willing to doe. 
the thing, burnot._in that time that thou woul- 
ceſt have bim. When a man prayes to bee deli- | 
vercd 
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Wee wuſt not 
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layes for dee 
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vered from ſuch trouble, from 1 ſuch a diſtreſſe 
and affliion, hee thinkes the time very long, 
and faith, hee is not heard, becauſe hee is not 


delivered preſently : wee would. all have the 


{marting plaiſter preſently rooke off ; but the 
Loxp 15 wiſer than wee, (as the Phyſician 
knowes what belongs to the Patient better 
than himſclfe) though hee doe. it not pre- 
ſently , yet hee will doe it in his good time, 


| Therefore ſay nor, thou art not heard, thoy 


muſt take heed of taking delayes for denyals, 
the Lordwilldeferre to doe the thing, yet hee 
will doe it, and doe it in the beſt ſeaſon : for this 
is a generall rule, Gods tiwe # the beſt time, 
When thou commeft to pray for a thing, thou] 
wouldeſt have it done preſently, and thou 
thinkeſt it is the beſt time, all the controver- 
fiebetweene Gop, and thee is, which is the 
fitteſt time to have ir done, thou thinkeſt per- 
haps preſently ; God againe ( itmay bee) will 
doe it a yecre hence; ſurely he is the beſt chooſer 


' andwee ſhall finde it ſo, and therefore be con- 


tent to wait his leaſure : For hee may have many 
ends indeferring it, it may bee to try thy faith, 
(as hee did the faith of the Canaerite, whom 
therefore hee would not beare; ) it may be to 1n- 
creaſe thy holines, to pur thy heart into better 
temper, and therefore he deferres longer. Hee 
meant todoe that for 7acob, that hee ded, yet hee 
ſuffered Taceb to mraſtle all night, and yet hee 
would not doe it till the inſtant of the mor- 


ning appeared : (o it was with Daxicl, _— 
wer 
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fire cr wear forth when hee be: ganto ) pray, yerhee|* 
| would have him inſtanr,and continue in prayer 

| ſo (I fay) the Lord may have many ends why hee 
| deferres, let us therefore bee content totake his 
| OWNetime, 

Laſt of all, con(1der this when thou ſeckelt to! 
the Lord, ro haveany thing done, it is poſhb! e © 
that it may croſle ſome other paſſage wes $ PTO- | 
vidence and inthis place thou (houldeſt be coh- | 
ent to be denied, | d 

Bur, you will ſay, why may not both bee ac-| ot; 
commodatred 2 's 

I anſwer, fo they ſhal!, though thou ce _ 
how for it is notwith God, As it iS with, man: if | 
a man doe a good turne toone, two being car:.el. ! 
petitioners whoſe well- being wholly dep ends | 
on the ſuccefle, hee moſtneeds doe an ill eturne | 
toanother; but God compoſkth all for the bet, 
As for exampl e, David deſired exceedingly to | 
build a Temple, yet the Lord had another cnd, 

for hee had reſolved in his providence to make 
Salomon the builder of it, which indeede was 

much better for David : for what more than hee | 
had could Patid have gorrcn, if he had done it ? 

ſceing the Lord gave him as full a reward, as if he 

had done it: for be tels hiv, that fort bat purpoſe | 
of building G op an houſe, he would build him / 
an houſe : fo that Pavid had his end 'orhke fall, 
though Sa/omon did build the Temple. In l:zc 
manner in the Land of Canaan among ſt the 1/rac- 
lites the Lord kept the Canaani res but i itwas for 
theirprofit to exctCiſe them, and keepe them in ! 
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gf feare, leſt at any timethey'ſhould forget him, $0 So 
alſo we finde by expericnce, there are ſome paf.| 
ſages of Gov s providence, that if wee kney, 
we would willingly yeeld to,in that itwere 1 
better,that it ſhould be ſo,than other 
wiſe, and therefore it 1s bereer,i in 
ſome caſe,that we ſhould 
bee denyed, 
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"Pray continually. 


ED Ow wee proceede to that which 
| remaines; for ſomething more 
y] wee may addeto the demonſtra- 
ml ting the time of Gods granting 
| our petitions, and the meaſurc 
" of ſatisfying them, which we 
touched a little before. 


A — a 


For the time; wee are deceived in thatwee 
\thinke, when God deferres he denies , for many 
[times God deferres for ſpeciall reaſons, and yer 
| he grants the requeſts, in the fitteſt rime for us,as 
| the Phyſician knowes the fitteſt time to give the 
Parient phyſicke of one kind or another , _ 

this 


See page 59. 
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'this wee muſt yecld to Ged , as hee doth all his 
,workes in the fitteſt time, ſo hee grants our pe. 
titions 10 the fitteſt rime, there is an appoinred 
time for any deliverance to bee ——_—_ for any 
bleſſing, forany comfort that wee need, and ex- 
pe& from his hands. Now,it our ſelves did right- | 
[ly ſee it, wee would have things done for us in 
PI 'the moſt inconvenient time, wee would hare the | 
Smile. (ſ\marting plaiſter pulled off, before the wound | 
[oe healed, wheras it is beſt for us to have it kept 
on : Beloved, you ſhall finde, that God divides be- 
[tween Satan and us, in this cale, as we ſee Revel, 
Revd.2,10, |2+10. Satan ſhall caſt ſome of you intopriſon , and 
50u ſhall be there for tenne dayes : itwas not ſolong 
Net. fas Satanwould have had it, it may be, hewould 
have had it tenne and tentoo ; nor againe, itwas 
[not ſo ſhort as Ged would have had” it, but God} 
\ſers downe the time betweene them both : and. 
therefore we muſt reſt upon him,and thinke that | 


many times there is great reaſon, why we ſhould 


Feurere:fons be deferred, when we aske things at his hands, 
of Gods deter» 'N[oy you ſhall find God deferres for one of theſe 
I | Sometimes, for the tryall ofour faith, as wee | 

To my our | ſee, he deferred to grant to the woman of Canaan, 
Al | ! | 
although he did micane togrant her requeſt, yer | 
hee deterred long, that he might pur her tothe | 
| tryall, and you ſce, ſheewas no loſer by ir, but | 
us ' 4 ' | 

' when ſhe held out in her prayers, ſhe had her re- 
ind queſt granted ro the fill, | 
' > Any a : ' , 

Tohunblew — Sometimes, hee defer es rogrant it, that wee 


m9: , may be more bumblecd;as you know, Paul praied | 


— 
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| | e-rneſtly | 
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carneſtly, but God told him, that hee would de- 
|ferre him, becauſe he needed more humility : ſo 
\nedeterred to grant the requeſt, that rhe menof | 
{ral put upto him againſt Benjamin, when the | 
cauſe was juſt, and God intended to helpe them, 

yet they fell before their enemies twice, though ' 
they taſted and prayed; his end was, as we ſee in | 
the Text,that they might be more humbled;that 

their hearts might bee more broken, that they | 
might be more fitted to receive it. | 

Againe,ſomerimes Goddeferres,that we might | . 
de moreable to uſe thoſe bleflings that he means | To enable us 
to beſtow upon us:{o he deferred to raiſe Joſeph to | 59 vhs bict 
preferment, ſo hee deferred to bring David to | have them, 
the Kingdome that thoſe affli&ions that they | 
endured might the better fit them to enjoy ſo 
| great proſperity, as be had provided for them af- | 
terwards, | 

And laſtly, he defers, that he might ſer a high-| #4 
cr price upon his bleſſings, that hee might 1n- | terre 
haunce the price of them ; as rhe fiſher drawes | ;,p,. 
away the bait, that the fiſh might follow it the | Simvle, 
more : ſo God with-holes his bleſhngs, that wee 
might have a greater edge ſet upon our dehres, | 
that wee might pray barder for them, that wee 
might prize them more, when we have obtained 
mem, 

Now, as he doth thus for the time, and as wee | ces 
arc often deceived in the time, in tak inz&etayes | the meaſure, if 
,ordenyals ; ſo likewiſe wee are often deceived _—_— 
in the meaſure : many times G o» grants the| ye ake. 
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things that wee would have, but becaule |wee | 


E have 
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there. 
| forc wee thinke we have 1t not atall, and thar the | 


« | Lord hath denyed us our prayers, when indeed | 


A lefc meca- 


hee hath not , for a leſſer meaſure, many times, | 
| may ſerve as well asa greater: as Go » ſaith | 
' Paul, My grace is ſufficient for thee, Though the | 
| temptation doc abide upon us, if there bee ſuffi. | 
| cient grace to keepe us ina continuall conflie, | 
and warre againſt it,if there be ſuficient gracets | 
| obtaine pardon, to uphold, and to comfort us in 
it, it is enough, it may bring us to heaven, wee | 
have a deliverance from ir, even when wee ſeeme | 
| not to be delivered, thongh wee have not (o full 
a victory,as wee would have, yet that grace may | 
be ſufhictent, | 


You ſhall ſee this almoſt inall the things wee | 


ſure way icrve Have occaſion torequeſt at G o Þ $ hands, thata| 


25 well as a 
greater. 
Clearcd in 
ances. 
xt Wealth, 


P/al. 37.16 


yy — — — 


C:W1its 


leſſer meaſure may ſerve as well as a greater, | 
Take it firſt in outward things, | 
A little wealth may ſerve as well as great re-| 


| 
+1. 


, | venues, as in Pſal. 37. 16. A title that the righte-\ 


0u5 hath,ts better than the great revenues of the wicked:! 
becauſe a little, when G o Þ ſhall fill it with his 
bleſſings, ir ſhall ſervethe turne as well ; but, ifa | * 
man hath great revenues, and God blowes upon 
|rhem,and leaves an emprineſſe inthem; if a man ! 
| have great revenues, if hee have great outward 
comforts, yet if there be an emprines, if there be | 
avanity inthem, if they be as the huske without 
the grafne, as the ſhell without the kerne!!, as | 
| they arc often, though there be a great bulke, | 
{and they ſeeme very fit to comfort us, yet they ' 
| will 
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: \will doe us little good , whereas a little, on the 
. | / ether 11de,with Gods bleſſing,will domuch g00d : 
1 | torinthis caſc it is as 'twas with Manna, Thoſe 
, | that had little had ſafficient and theſe that gathered 0. 
>| wer, had never a whit the more; thatis, for their uſe 
«| and comfort. You know, the little that Dariel had, 
FJ it nouriſhed and ſtrengthened him, as much as | 
b | the great portion of the Kings mear, that others | 
o had, and thereforea little,in this kind, may ſerve | 
i | |aswellasmuch, | 
e | And fo likewiſe, a little grace may be fouſed, » Inſtance, in 
@ | and improved, that it may enable you to doc | 
11 | | much, 1t may preſerve you from ſinning againſt 
y | | Go p, as well as a great meaſure. Forthe confir- 

| mation of this, looke to Rev. 3. 8. which is a NO- | zgud.z. 8, 
ee | | table place for this gem is ſaid there to the 
*4 | Church of Philadelphia, Thou haſt « little ftirength , 
= they had but alittle ſtrength, and yer you ſee 

[there what that lirtle ſtrength did : Thou haFt but 

e- | «little firength, and yet thou haſt kept my word, and 
ee. | haft not denyed my Name, There were but two 
4 «| things for them to doe, to keepe his Word, and 
Is 'tobe kept from running outro the deniall of his 
fa} +4 |Nameand committing other fins :now the little | 
on ſtrength theyhad,was ſufficient for theſe ends,So | 
an that we ſee,he findes no fault with that Church; | 
rd | other Churches, that had more ſtrength, it may | 
be be,they fell into greater ſinnes. But this ts arule | 
wt | S which is true, you will find ir true in all obſerva- | 41, 4. 
T | tions through the Scriptures, That ſometimes | have more 
Le. | thoſe that have great grace,notwithſtanding fall | 8535-9 _ 
ey | into great ſinnes, they may be ſubje& to ſome | gnes iand, 
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firong g prevailing luſt , as David you know had 


Io 


Nore in what 
ſenſe this 15 to 
be taken. 


|than the other, it enablesa man, 1n the ordinary | 
courle,- to reſiſt greater temptations, more than | 


a gicat grace, and yer, wee (ce, he Was {ul )1 ject tn | 


grcat {innes rogether with it, 

And againe,a man may have but alittl; © grace, 
and yetthar little grace may be {o ordered, 
husban ded, and improved, that that lirtle Trace 
may kec pc bim trom ſinne, more than the other, | 
This mult be warily underſtood, not butt thar 
oreat grace enables a man to doc greater workes 


lefle grace ; . but yer, (I fay for our comfort, that) 


'th 1ough A man have Ls little ſtrength, as it is 


2 Inlancein 


Kit 


> 


ke 4 
WH 111 


| 


(aid in the place newly mentioned, Rev.z.inthat 


irtle ſircngth, [have ſet a doore open t0 trees 1tOPe- 


ned the doore of heaven wide cnou! gh, fo that no | 


man could (ſhut if, 
And as we ſay Or grachy lo likewiſe for gitts ; 
{mallcr o1trs, meaner gitrs may ferve the rurne 


many times, as well as greater gifts: for (you 
| 
know) a little finger, a {mall hand, may ſerveto | 
_ an cedle, a: 5 well as d ; of 1% arcrt, and / "It may | 


) w1! !1 doc it better , for in the Church there 
are wearieries ot operarions, and variety of fun- 
tions, and meaner gitts may {erve for the dif- 
charge of ſome Op erations, of ſome ſervices for 
the Church as well as greater, And therefore, as 
there are variety of tuntions, ſo there are varie- 
ty of members, ſome ſtronger, ſome weaker, and 


_ ——— — —— 


ene weaker may {i cerve, in lome caſes, as well as 
th 1e ſtronger ; a little Barke may os berrer in a 


| {mall river, than a orcater Ship, ſo a man that 
hath 
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' hath but meane gitrs, may ſerve meane Capact- 
| ties,as well as greater and better : and therefore 
[thinke not that thingsare denied, when the thing 
is granted, not in ſuch a meaſure as wee deſire. | 
Laitly,ro be taithfull ina little gift,will ring As | Faithſulaeſſe 
great a reward, as tobe faithfull in greater, They inlictle brings 
haſt bin faithfull in little, may make a man ruler wer HE | 
much, 8 may bring a great increaſe of the talents more. 
after : Therefore ler not a man be diſcouraged,if 
he have not ſo great a meaſure as others have. 

So likewiſe ita mandehre patience & ſtrength | 
to goe thorow all variety of conditions, thorow S 
all the troubles he meets with:as ſometimes the | fiftions. 
Lord layes a great burthen upona mans ſhoul- | 5% | 
cers, and gives him great ſtrength robeare it; | 
ſometimes againe he gives but a little ftrength, | 
and then hee proportions the burthen toit, for | 
is itnot all one, whether the burthen bee great, 
and the ftrength anſwerable, or the burthen 
be leſle, and the ſtrength little > Sometimes hee | 
takes away calamity quite,ſometimes he layes it | 
upon a man, and gives him as much ſtrength as | 
enables him to beare ir, and that isas good as if 


it were removed, elſe, what is the meaning of 


— ——— —  — CO 
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that, You ſhall have an hundred fold with perſecution, | 
but that you ſhall have ſo much joy and ſtrength 

in perſecution, that it ſhall be all oneas if you 
wanted it > Sowee ſee Heb. 5.7, when Chriſt mn. 5. 7. 
prayed for deliverance, in that great houre of tri- | 
all, the Text faith, Heewas heard in the thingehee; wy + 
feared, and yet,we ſee,the cup did not paſle from | 
lim, but onely hee was ſtrengthened robcare it, | 
F 3 and ' 
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| rr nr rm | | 
— landfoitisinthis caſe. Ailwbich may ſerve f —I P 
| | a full anſwer to that, that wee be not miſtaken ir l, 
| judging our prayers not to bee heard, when they ! C 
arc heard. 1 
| Janoers of o- | And now, Beloved, what remaines but thatwe p 
| mirr'ng,or \ ſet our ſelves tothe duty, to doe that we arc ex. 
negieens  \horted unto heere, namely to Pray continual 
Fs | that 15, tO pray very much, to keep atleaſt a con- | 
tant courſe init; for firſt,it we doe neglect itve | 
doc but robbe God of his mercies, wc "take them | | 
| without his leave. | 
. | Againe,weare guilty of the ſinne of unthank- | 
fulneſſe: forwe ought to git e thank+s in all things, 
3 Befides,we negle& his worſhip ; {fx you know | ' 
' prayer isa part of his worſhip,and the neglect of : 
it from day to day,orat anytime, whenwe omit | 
it,is A negle& of thatworſhip and ſervice we owe Þ 
unto him. 
: | And morcovcr, we doe not only ſuffer fine to 
| lye unforgiven,vhich 1s very dangerous, but alſo | [1 
' | wee deprive our ſelves of f bleſſings, and bring a 1 
| ? curſe upon us ; nay wee ft Mer our beart $ £O grow | 1 
| hard,and to be diftemry ered : for from our negle& | l 
of prayer comes that deadnefſe of ſpirit, that | 
| worldiy minded eſſe, and una ptneſle to pray,to | | 
| 


peare the word, and tokee] prh e Sabbath:for hat | 
\Clſc is the reaſon, why thoſe that. have beene for- | | 
ward and tins ol ofeſſours, in former times, | 
ave loftrheir !ighr,and fallen from their place | 
fav,wbat is the reaſon of it, when they were ſome: | | 
time 5 fervent in | ſpirit ſerving the Lord?bur beca aſe | | 
= that firewas not kept alive with the fucl of prat- 
| ct 
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7s er;and when they declined from that pitch, from 
1:Y that degree of faith, which they had obtained, 
y | [you ſhall finde that irdid commonly ariſe from | 
remiſnefle in this duty. Thereforewe (zy to ſuch, | 
{> | Repent, and amend, and doe your firſt worker; that is, 
= uſe your former diligence, renew that, an that 
of w1ll renew grace and {trengrh againe : therefore 
n- take heedof being negligent,and remiſle in this 
re | duty.VWee have great cauſe to be encouraged to 
m | it,for there is not a faithfull prayer that we make 
| ſhalbe loſt,but they come up into remembrance, 
K= | And therfore you muſt conitder with your ſelves, 
's, | not onely what you doe for the preſent, bur | 
vv | what ſtocke of prayers you have laid up. You 
of | know, a man may have much in bils and bonds, | 
It © as well as in preſent mony , ſothere is acerraine | 
rc i Kocke of prayer, a certaine treaſure laid up, that | 
| ſhall not be forgotten. The husbandman lookes 
tO not only upon the graine that he hath in his gar- | 
(© | | ner, but hee lookes upon that which is ſowne, | 
at! though itbe out of his hand, yea,he reckons that | 
Jy the better of the two ſo thoſe prayers that have | 
<&t |  beene ſowne, (it may be, many yeeres agoc) are | 
at ſuch as will bring ina ſure increaſe. Therefore let ; 
to! | us be exhorred to be conſtant in this duty, tobe | 
at | frequent therein, to continue in it, watching thereto 
7- | with perſeverance. 
es, | And now wee have diſpatched this wee will 


come to anſwer ſome caſes of conſcience thar fal 


5IY ; 

e- | Qut in the performance of this duty, which arc 
{et} divers : | 
at- | Firſt, that isone; What ſhall a man judge of 


T | F 4 his 


Benikr of fre- 
quency, ard 
di.igence 12 
prayer. 


No faichfull 
prayer is loſt, 


E:mele, 


Srmale, 


Nine caſes of 


conlcicnce 
COUOgeceriuy 
prayer, 


Caſe I; 


UO3Sa1q 


c 


_ 


] 


| 


7z 


Abour watw | 


dringthoughts | ©. 1 (od 


in prayer. 


eAvſW, 


2 


The cavie of 
them 1s WCak- 


uelle, 
Sinele, 


A & | 
ZIIFIIC, 


Simtce, 


| The Saints daily Exerciſe, 


— 


his prayers, when they are accompanied with | 
wandring thoughts, whether thoſe prayers are | 
wholly refuſeth, or what he is todoe | 
in ſuch a caſe, when hee 1s ſubje& rowandring | 
choughts, to vanity of minde, and diſtemper in 
| the performance of that duty ? | 
To this I anſwer, that wee muſt diſtinguiſh | 
'of the cauſe whence theſe wandring thoughts 
ariſe, s 
| Sometimes they ariſe, not ſomuch from our | 
owne neglect, as from weakneſſe, from tempra- 
tion; and inſucha caſe G o » layes them not (o | 
' much roour charge. As for example, one that 
'aymes at a marke, and doth his beſt to hit the 
marke, yet, if hee hath a hand, or an arme, that 4 
bath the palſey in it,or if one jogge him while he | 
is about it, the fault was not ſo much in him, is, 
was not want of good will todoe it, nor want of | 
diligence z but either it is his weakneſſe, or ir is | 
2n impediment caſt in by another : fo it 15 1n this | 
caſe, this wandring of mind proceeds from a na- | 
turall infirmity and imbecility that hangs upon | 
thenature of man,yhich is not ſoable ro keep it | 
ielfeclofe to ſuch a ſpiritual] buſineſle : and this 
God conſiders, forhee 15 wile, and knowes that wee 
ere but fleſh, When a weake ſervant gocs abour 
a bnſ:nefle, though hee doe it not ſo well as a 
ſtronger, yet a man is wiſe to conſider, that the 
ſervant is but weake:inlike manner the Lora COL | 
fiders the natural! weaknefle that we are ſubject | 
; unto, and he deales mercifully with us, in ſuch a | 
caſe: for herein a man is as one that hath a bovw 18 | | 


has 
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his hand,burt he hath a palſey-arme, and therfore 
he cannot keep it ſteddy, though be have a mind 
todoc ir, | 


73. 


Soalſo in the other caſe is it,when he is jogged | > Tempration, 


in his ſhooting by another,that is,» henSatan in- | 
terrupts him, who is alwaies diligent to hinder | 
him in ſuch a duty ; in this caſe, Ged chargeth it 
not upon him, neither doth he caſtus off, nor re- 
jc& our prayers becauſe of that. 

Bift on the other fide, when this wandring of 
mind ſhall riſe fro meere negligence on our parr, | 
from profanenefle, from want of reverence, be-| 
cauſe we doe not intend holy duties as we ought, | | 
we come not to them with that conſcionablenes, | 
with that carefulnefſe as we ſhould doe ; in this | 
caſe it is a great finne,and this moves the Lord ro 
anger, when we performe that duty in that man- 
ner, when wee ho not ſo muchas ſetour ſelves | 
about itwith our ſtrength, bur ſuffer our mindes | 
' to wanderwithour any refiſtance. 

Or ſecondly, when we cur ſelves be the cauſe 


ofit ,by admitting of looſe thou Ph by ſuffering 


| our ſelves to be worldly minded, by ſuffering an 
indiſpoſition to grow upon us, and not laboring | 

to reſiſt it, and caſt it off againe. You know, 
whenan inſtrument i is out of tune, if the lefſon 
be never ſo good that is played uponir, yetit is 

unplcaſant,becauſe the inſtrumetr is out oftune; 

and whoſe fault is that > So,when thou commeſt | | 

\toGoy, and ſuffereſt thy heartto beediſtem-| 
| pered before, and. doeſt not looke to keepe it 1n | 


| | order, that is thy ſin, as well as thy A —_—_ 
and' 


gz Negligence. 


4 Voluncary 
admitting of 


vain thoughts. 
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| 
| 
| and nezlet in nthc very time ofth 1e performance, 
| And iby this you may learne, how to judge of 
[wandring thoughts 1n the performance of thi is 
[duty, and likewiſe you may ſec how to prevent 
How to pre- them. The way to preventth em, is firſt, tOkee pe | 
rent wandring | ©Ur hearts in tunc before, to have them re ady, as} 
i | the wiſe man bath his heert at his rig! hr haxd. that is | 
Fogg” [be hath i it ready when he hath itto uſe, Whens, 
Similes | man istouſchis horſe, he doth nor  ſuffe r] jim to! 
runane up ana downe inthc paſtures wilde! y, bur | 
will have him under bridle ; ſo we ſhould keepe | 
our hearts in frame, that the 2 may de ready todo 
[us ſervice in ſuch an h oly duty, when wee hare 
need of them, 


to performe the duty,that though our minds do 


| 
| 


Secondly,we muſt be diligent, when we come | 


wander, yet we may be ready to recall them pre- | 


(fently, to ſer our ſelves to it with all diligence. 


So much for anſwering this rſt caſe. 
Caſe 2. The ſecond Caſe is, what a man is to dogwhen 
About indif- | hee findes a great indif] poſitionto prayer, ſuch a 


| d 
| n—a_r dulneſſe and deadnefle in him, that hee knowes 


unsptnefe ro | not how to goeabour the duty, and he thinkes,if 


prayer. hedoc it, itwere as good be undone, 
Anſm | To this I anſwerbriefly,rhat inall ſuch caſes,a 


«+ {manis bound notwith ſtanding to performe it, ler 


| | 


bis heart bee never ſo much out of remper, let | 


| there be never ſo great a dulneſſe, and deadneſſe 
of ſpirit upon him,yet he is bound todoec it, 
ObjeR, | But you wall ſay, Why, but I am alrogether 
| unfit. 


eAnſw. | I anſwer,That a man by ſetting himſelfe upon 
the 
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w | the worke ſhall gather a fitneſſe, though he were 4 
\f unfit at the firſt. You know,members that are be- _—_— 
ze | nummed, yet by uſing them, they ger life and 
a> | heat,and come,in rhe end, to be nimble enough; 
iy ſo it 1s with the heart, in this caſe, when it is be- 
| | nummed, the very uſing of itmakes it fir forthe 
4. | duty. You know, wood, though it begreene, yer 
þ ifit belong blowed, at the length itwill bedry, | Simile. 
a | and take firc, fot is with the heart, a man may | 
el be long abour getting it on the wing, yet with! yyever more 
>| much adoc he may doit , and therefore He ought | necd topray, 
_ todoe this duty in ſucha caſe , yea, ſo much the | 125 when ve 
a rather, becauſe there is never more need of cal- | poſes. | 
| | ling upon G o Þ, than at ſach time : for then a 
| manlyes moſt expoſed to temptarion, then, if | ere. 


any ſinne come, he is ready to be overtaken with ' 
* it, he is unfit for any thing : and therefore, if ever 
he have need to call upon God,it is at that time, | 
| | But youwill ſay, It maybe G o.pwill not ac-! Objef. 
' cept It, 


: I anſwer briefly, Although a mans heart be fo. eAnſw. | 

3 | indiſpoſed, that when hee hath done all hee can, 

f | yet hee can get nolite, hee can get noheat in the | 
| performance of ſuch a duty, yet God may accept 

2 ; that praycr,as wel as that which is moſt fervent, | 

c ; And that you may underſtand this arighr, you | 

r | maſt rake it with this diſtindion : for alwaye | 

| this dulneſſe and deadnefle in praier,comes from {1 
| one of theſe two cauſes, | _ 
| One is, when God withdrawes his owne Spi- _— 0: Cl) | ® 
| it, that is, withdrawes not his ſpirita!togerher, en 

1 | (for there may be an helpe,when wee perceive it o 

- « 
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gence, 


hindance, 


Caſe 3. 


Abour praying 
afrer a man : ' 
bath commit» | wounded his conſcicnce; whether then, notwith- | 
red ſamegroſic | 
liane, 


From negli- 


| after he hath ſo excecdingly offended him? | 
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'nor) but when he withdrawes the livelineſſe, ang | 
'quickneſſe of his —_— inthis caſc,ifwe doe 
'our duty, if wee doc the beſt wee can, the Lord 
doth accept it, though hee hath nor vouchſafed 
ſuch inlargement of our hearts, though hee hath 

' not powred out his ſpirit upon us, 1n the perfny. | 

' mance of the duty,as at other times, bur he gives ' 
a ſecret helpe, that perhaps we feele nor, nor per. 
adventure is ſo great as at other times yer I lay, 

when itariſeth from his own withdrawing of that 
 firneſſe, and wee our ſelves are not negligent 
(which is the other cauſe) but endeavor as much ' 


as wecan todoeour beſt,in this caſe God accepreth 
the wil for the deed,as I have often ſaid to you that 
rule alway holds good, when the impediment is | 
ſuch as wee cannot remove, when the dulneſſe of | 


When indiſpce bk-4 * "Re. * | 
Grion is > * | IPirit is ſuchas itis not in our power to remove 


it, though we have uſed our utmoſt diligence, in 
thatcaſc itis no hindrance. And therefore it is a | 
great comfort unto us that we have uſed our di-| 
ligence in this duty, and have imployed our beſt 
ſtrength to quicken our hearts, though it be not ? 
|done, yet G © Þ accepts our prayers, as wellas if | 
they were performed ina more lively and fervent | 
| manner. | 
| Thenextcaſc is,what a man is to doe after he 
hath committed ſome great-ſinne, after he hath | 


ftanding hee muſt come, and keepe his conſtant 
courſe in praying,morning and evening; whether | 
| he ſhalbe ſobold, as tro come into Gods preſence, | 
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To this | anfſiv er, thata man Is bot ind ( not» 
withſtanding any {;nne that he hath commuitrred, 
be it what it w ill! DEC, ) 0 KCCPC this courle con- 
tantly 1N prayer, and nat tooOmit 1t, not to kec pe 

0 of ,nOr tro deferre i it, And my groi and for it is,be- 
cauſe this 15a duty, it isa charg C _ God h ath 
laid Upon all, to Pray continually; that is, at the 
leaſt twice aday, as we ſhewed Fmt to keepe 
aconſtant courle in it, Now it 15 certain, our fai- 
ling-in one thing muſt not excule us inanorh er: 
w hea the duty lies on us, wee havenodiſpenſa- 
tion to be negligent init; and therefore wee are 
yound to doe 1t, 

Againe,conſider this, that a particular offence 
doth not offend fo much, as if we grow ſtrangers 
toGov, as if wee grow toa general] rebetl:on 
= him. As, put the caſe, "a child commits 

oreat offence againſt his father, yer, it he runne 

aw ay from his fathers houſe, and grow a ſtranger 


T7 
eAn(w, 


In this cale, 
player IS NOT 
Lo JE negles 


ed, 


Reaſon I, 
It 5 Gods 


command. 


Note, 


C Reaſon % 
Neglectinthis 
is worte than 
the linne wee 
commarted be 
fore, 


'O him, thar is more rhan the particular offence: | 


for a gencrall rebellion muſt needs be more than 
the particular, Ard to give over calling upon 


194, ro breake of that courle, tO grow a (tra) wer | 


_—_— torunre away from his houſe, ard (as it 
were) tobe ready tO give over al [1 his ordinances, 


| 
and a conſtar LAX... of obedience ro him, this| 
is a general! rebellion, and is worſe rhan the par- 


ticular, yea ſuch a carriage, atter {1nne cOmmit- | 


ted, moves G o vp to anzer more than the ſtone it | 


ſelfe : as many times, the conrem uous, negli-| 
ecnt,rebellious carriage, aticr an OfFence,moves a | 
maſter, a husband,or a parent more than rhe par-| 
ticuar 
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Reaſon 3. 


It leaves rhe 
breach in the 
con'icicence © 


Pen. 


If we recover 


not quickly 


ont of a finne, 
we adde more 


ro it, 


Queſ 
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| ticular failing though itwere exceeding great, 
| Beſides, conſider when a man commits a great 
finne, hee makes a great gappe in his conſcience, 
he makes a great breach there; and will you have 
that breach lye open? 15 not that very danger, Mus3 
is not that the way to bring 19 more (inne, and tg 
ſuffer thoſe good things that are 1n the heart 
co ſteale out > I will give you but one inſtance for 
| this : You ſee, S. Peter, when he had commitrteq 
a great-ſinne, indenying his Maſter, and forſivea. 
[ring of him roo, yet, becauſe he came in preſent- 
ly, and repented, and ſought for pardon, (as you 
know hedid,) hee was gracioully preſerved from 
[renning into further arrerages ; for hee made up 


[ 


ES 


[pentance. 

| Weeſee, on the other fide, when David had 
committed that finne with Bathſheba, and did not 
[come unto Ged,as he ſhould have done, to keepe 
his ordinary courſe in ſacrificing unto him,in re- 
| penting, and renewing his repentance, and pray- 
110g to him, you know, how many finnes hee fell 
into. And likewiſe that was the caſe of Salomon ; 
[you know, towhat a height he grew, by not com- 
| ming to God, at his firſt failing : And therefore, I 
' ſay, there is reaſon,thatwe ſhould doe it;though 
| the ſinne be never ſo great,wee ought to come 1n, 
and to keepe our courſe conſtantly, 

But may I nor ſtay till I bee more fitred, till 
| my heart bee more ſoftened, and more hum- 
bled > 
| Beloved, to ſtay inthis caſe is dangerous, - | 
| he | 


———” 
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the gappe, he made up the breach by his true re- 


1 be Saints daily Exerciſe. | 


| Cm —_————— 


the heart commonly growes more hard in fin by 
continuance ; the conſcience 1s more tender im- 
mediately after the ſinng is committed,than it is 
' atterwards ; and when thou ſtayeſt for more hu- 
mility, thou findeſt lefle : And therefore, while| 
the wound is greene, and when the fire hath ta-! 
ken newly hold, it is then beſt to quench ir, be-' 
fore the wound be feſtered, before it hath conti- 
nued long ; for the heart will grow worſe and 
worſe, as it is Heb, 3. 12. Take heed that you be not 
hardned through the deceitfulneſſe of ſme. The| 
meaning is this, when you commir @ ſinne, you! 
thinke, if you ſtay a weeke, or a fortnight, ora | 
moneth,you ſha!l come inas well as at the firſt , | 
no, ſaith the Apoſtle, while it is ro day come in, | 
that is, doe it preſently, for ſin will deceive you, | 
it will harden your heart before you be aware, it 
will make a diſtance between Godand you, it will 
' take you off from him, it will leade you further 
on : and therefore take heed, that your hearts be | 
not hardened through the deceirfulnefle of fin, | 
that ſinne doe not deceive you, which it will doe 
betore you thinke of it. And therefore in this | 
caſe you ſhould doas you dowith waters, when | 
| waters breake out alittle, it is beſt to ſtop them | 
preſently, if you ſuffer them, they will make the | 
breach greater, till at length you bee unable to ! 
h top them , ſo inthis caſe, when you have com- 
mitted a great ſtn, come in ſpeedily, before the | 
| wound grow incurable, | 
| Butyou will ſay, Vhat ſhall a mancome into 
| God; preſencegvho is moſt holy,after he hath = 
| ; fic | 
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| filed himſetffe with ſome great (1nne; 15 not this 
| an unreverent thing ? 
| Ianſwer brifly, 1c is very true, if thou be bg! 


We muſt come . to Come 1nto Gods preſence with the lame diſpo- 


ſition wherewith the ſinne was commurred, with 
a minde (o faſhioned, and fo framed, in that caſe 
thou doſt exccedingly provoke him, this 18a ye. 
ry high degree of profaneneſſe : and therefore, 
when wee ſay, thou muſt come in, and keepe a 
conſtant courſe in prayer notwithſtanding, the 
\ meaning is, you muſt come in with a diſpoſition 
turned afide from your finnes,and brought home 
toGov, witha minde to abhorre that which is 
vill, and tocleave to thatwhich is good, there 
\muſt bee this converſion of the minde to him, 
[thou muſt nor come in with the ſame diſpoſiti- 
on, that muſt be altered. So mach ſhall ſerve for 
theanſiwer to this caſe. 
Another. caſe is, whether wee may ule a ſet 
forme of prayer ; and likewiſe whether it be ſuf- 


forme of pray - Ecient > 


I need not ſay much to you, for I thinke there 
is none here that doubt of it, but thar a fer forme 
of prayer may be uſed : you know, Chriſt pre- 
ſcribed a forme, you know, there were certaine 

Pſalmes that were prayers, that were uſed con- 

ſantly , and therefore there is no doubt but that 
| a ſet forme may be uſed, for we have thoſe and 0- 
' ther examples for it : And in the Church, at all 
| times, both in the primitive times, and all along 
| tothe beginning of the reformed times,to Luther 
| and Calvins time, ftill in all times the Church 


had 
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' is this ; 


| Thatinſtinted prayer the ſpirit is ſtraitned, 
\ when a man is tycd to a forme, then hee ſhall 
| have his ſpirit (as it were) bounded and limited, 
oe beyond that which 1s pre-| 
(cribed ; and therefore, ſay they, it is reaſon a' 
man ſhould be lefrro more liberty, ( as hee is 
in conceived prayers,) and nor ryecd to a ſtrift 


that he cannot g 


forme. 


To this I anſwer, even thoſe men that ate a- 
z4inſt this, and that uſe this reaſon, they doe the 


v5 


lame thing daily in the congregation: for when 
another prayes, that is a ſer forme ro him that 
heares ir; I fay,it isa forme to him : for put the 
caſe, that he which is an hearer, and doth atrend 
another praying, ſuppoſe that his ſpirit be more 
inlarged, it is a ſtraitning to him, hee hathno li- 
berty to goe out, he is bound to keepe his minde 
intent upon that which the other prayeth : And 
therefore, if that were a ſufficient reaſon , that a 
man mighenor uſe a ſet forme, becauſe the ſpirit 
is ſtraitned, a man ſhould nor heare another pray] 
(though it be a conceived prayer)becaule,in that! 
caſe, his ſpirit is limited ; it may bee, the hearer 
hath a larger heart (a great deale ) than hee that 
ſpeakes and prayes , ſo that there is a bounding, 


| bad ſcr formes they uſed, and L know no obje- | 
| tion againſt it of weight. One maine objection 


and ſtraitning,and a limiting of the ſpirit rohim, 


And therefore that reaſon cannot be good. 


Againe,I anſwer,though the ſpirit be limited, 


at that time in publike, yet he bath a liberty 


ar O- 


ther 


Objeft. 


Anſw. t. 
They that ob- 
jcR againſt a 
ſer forme of 
prayer, do the 
lame thing, 


Notte. 
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| ther times, to pray as freely as he wHl in private , 
and therefore he is not fo ried, but though ar that gd [1 
time in the congregation he be,yet iris nogene., A |, 
p rall rye; atanother time,or immediately after,he | MF |; 
may be as free as hewill in ſecret. | f 
Arufws 3: Againe, I anſwer, 1t 1s not a bond, or reſtraine | t 
The ſpiritis [ofthe ſpirir, becauſe there is a'tye of words, for! A} (1 
notreſtrained | rhe Jargeneſſe of the heart ſtands not ſomuch in | c 
in aſer forme . . | 
| ofprayer, | the multitudeand variety of expreſhons,as inthe | 
extent ofthe affetion : now then the heart may | 't 
be very lazge, forall that ; though he be ryed in | 'p 
words, yct there is nota tyc upon the afteXion, U 
that may bee extended more, in putting up the! 
| ſame petition, when another mans is more ſtrait- b 
j (ned :therfore there is notye, and limit upon thar, | a 
; And this is cnough to ſatisfic that caſe,thataſct? e: 
| forme of prayer muſt be uſed. | h, 
Met. | Burnow, if youaske, whether that be ſuffict- b 
{ Thougha ſer | ent > whethera man may thinke, if he have beene | 
| a = | preſent at publike Prayer, (which is a commen. m 
{ y:etharslone | dablc and religious thing touſe conſtanely)l (ay, hi 
| not ſuffici» | whether that be ſufficient? | ſc 
he | My Beloved,this isa matter of ſome moment, | <1 
: | to conſider what wee ought to doe in this caſe, | W 
| | for we may be deceived in it; and I anſwer plain-/ k1 
| | ly, Ir is not ſufficient : A man thatis diligent in d 
| 


publike prayers, that keepes them morning and | 
evening, if hee thinkes now hee hath diſcharged | ty 
his duty, he is ina very great crrour : and this 15 | bh 


the reaſon,becauſe they are not ſufficient. Indeed in 
they ought ro be uſed conſtantly, for Grd is wor- Di 
ſhipped inthe ; & it-is a more divine worſhip; for th 


when | 
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when G op is honoured before many (asa man, 
when there are many ſpeCators, more honour is 
| done tO him)it is a greater honourgwyhich is when 
| men joyne in this worſhip. Many other reaſons 
'might bee produced for it, but that is nor the 
\thing, I am now upon,to commend it toyou; but 
I ſay, it is not ſufficient, although it ought to bee 
done, becauſe thereare many particular ſinnes , 
\which cangort bee confeſſed in publike prayer , 
there are many particular wants,which inpublike 
[prayer you cannot unfold, and open, or expreſſe 
unto the Lord, 

Againe, the end ofa ſet forme of prayer is to 
bean helpe for the private, ( for the publike it is 
another caſe)a helpe that one may ule that is yer 
excceding weake : a child, that cannot goe, may 
have a propto helpe it, but wee maſt not alway 
be childrengve muſt not alway uſe that helpe, 

Beſhdes,we muſt conſider this, that there is no 
man that hath any worke of grace in his heart,but 

he js enabled in ſome meaſure to pray,withour a 
ſer forme of prayer, hee is able tocxpreſle his de- 
| fires to God in private, one way or other : There 
| was neverany man in any extreme want, but hee 
knew how to expreſſe himſelfe, where he had li- 
berty to ſpeake; ſo it is inthiscaſe. 

Beſides, the ſpirit of a man hath greater liber- 
ty in private ; there a man may porre forth his 
faule to the Lord, as Hanna ſaith, 1 Sam. 1, which 

in publike hee cannot doe freely : there are many 


thankefull ro God for, 


particular mercies, which bee hath cauſe to bee | 


G 2 Beſides 


Simile. 


5 Reaſons pro- 
ving that a ſet 


forme of pray- 
er is not 8-4 
cient, 


Reaſon | 


Reaſon 2, 


Simile, | 
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Inc voy 


| prayer, 


| eArſw, | Tanſwerthis briefly, ( for there is no great dit- 
| ficulty intheſe things, and therefore I paſſe them | 


| 
' 


Reaſon 5, 


oF - 
{ aſe \ » x * . 
About uſing | doe in the private performance of this duty,whe- 


avout the gc- 


Aure iniec;er | ther bee bee bound alwayes to ſuch a kinde of 


—C 


-— _ ——— 


| Beſides, there is a particular paines that a man 
is to rake with his heart, from day today, which 
| inthe publike common peritions, he is not able 
| to doe ; for, Beloved, know this, that the prayer | 
| which is required from day to day,is not ſo much 
|the performance of the dury, the doing of the 


The end why | taske, but the end is to keepe the heart in order, 
prayer i ulcd. | for if finfull lufts grow upon it, and diſtempers, | 


and worldly mindedneſſe, the end of this duty 


| istOworke them our againe, to renew repentance | 


| againe . and when there is a forgetfulneſſe of 
| the covenant, when grace growes weake, _— 


| £00d defires beginto languiſh, to renew, and re- 
cover them, to put fucll rorthem : and this 1s not 
done by the performance of the publike onely, 


in your families, and meet in the Congrega- 
| for you are bound to a private performance of 
this duty. 

Againe,this is another Caſc,wvhat a man is to 


ce,aud | rher he be bound alwayes to uſe his voyce 2 whe- 


| oeſture > 


'over) for the geſture in publike, rhere is more 
'heed to bee taken of that, becaule it isa publike 
'and open worſhip of Gow ; and therefore 1m 
;publike the geſture is alway to be reverent. You 
_ how ofren it is repeated, ( in the Old Te- 


—_—— 
— hs _— —— 


And therefore, I ſay, though you performe it] 


[tion, you muſt not thinke that this is enough, 


—_ tC ————— 
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fament eſpecially ) that they bowed downe, and 
\rorſbipped, and ſo Chriſt looked upto heaven, Paul 
| py downe, and the reſt with him, and prayed ; 
and many ſuch like expreſſions you have menti- | 
| oned in the Scriptures : where you have prayer | 
mentioned in publike, ſtill you ſhall find an ex- | 
preſſion of ſomereverent geſture; therefore when | 
wee appeare before the Lord in the publike per- | 
formance of this duty, cſpeciall care muſt bee | 
taken hereunto. In the private, the caſe is diffe. | 
rent, there variety of geſtures may be uſed, andT | 
do not ſee but al manner of geſtures may be uſed, | 
| there are many examples for walking, and lying, | 
| and (itting;onely this is to be taken heed ro,thar | 
| even in private,as farre as may be, the —_ bee 
ſuch, as may bothexpreſſe the inward reverence 
inthe heart; forelſe ofthe outward man,lI ſee not 
bur there isa liberty in that: And indeed I think | Note, 
this is the beſt rule in private,that that geſturebe|,, 

' uſed, that doth moſt quicken,&doth help the du- ' i, obeuſedin 
' ty moſt, Some geſture may bring adulneſle, and ns + 
indiſpoſition,when another may quicken the bo- | {0 
dy, & make it more fit for prayer: ſometimes ly- | 
ing is inconvenient, and ſometimes more conve- | 
nient : And therefore,in this caſe,the beſt rule is | 
to uſe that geſture, which quickens moſt, which | 
helps moſt the duty, Some geſtures may breed a | 
wearineſle in the body, ſome may breed adul-| 

'nefſe; ſome are painfull ro the body : all this is a 
hindrance to the duty , when as the change of ir 
may quicken and helpe it forward. 
Now for the voyce, I ſay, for that, (as F-rrhe 
G 2 ocſtue) 
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veſture) i ir is not {imply required: for Ged is a 
ris and he will benor)bipped in ſpirit. Men that pee! 
| cazes,aad bodies, they muſt have men ſpeake © | 
1 : bur God, thats a Spirit, delights in] 2at | 
ich is)il .chimſelfe; and therefore all h 
1s up onthe inward behaviour of the Spirit. Be * 
1des,the ſpirit may ſpeak to Ged,when the voyce | 
doth nor; as,you know,the Angels (peake to God, ? 


they ſpenke tO 'and they ſpeake one to another. The Schoolmen | 


| have great diſpures about the ſpeech of Angels, 
but this they agree in, that one Ange! ſpeakesto 
another after this manner : When any one hath a 
[conceit i in his mind of any thingvith awill char 
another ſhould underſtand it, & that God ſhould 
underſtand ir, that is enough for the expreſſion 
ot it, ſois itwith the ſpirit of man, when hee 
hath ſucha petition in his heart, in his minde, 
and there isa defirc in his will, that God ſhould 
underſtand that petition,that is an offering it up 
[tothe Lora, it is as true a ſpeaking, to the Lord, as 
' hen you de! iveritby an outward voyce, for rhe 
ſpirit agrees with the Angels, ſo farre as it is a 
| ſpirit, and'as they ſpeake one tOanother, and to 
| the Lord, ſodoth the ſnirir of man ; though 1n- 
| deed the tongue be robe aſed,as it is ſaid lam. 
. 0. Therewith bleſſe wee Cod, and therew ith ſhould 
vce pray among, others , and before others, and 
{peake before others: butw hen there is any cauſe 
to uſe the voyce in private, it is this,as farre as 1t 
may quickenthe heart, (as I fay of geſture) and 
as farre as thereby wee may keepe ourthou ughts 


| from war 1dring. Ifthe voice were not uſed , per- 
haps 


 — 
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haps the thoughts would bee ſubje& to more 
| wandring, and wee ſhould not be ready to take 
notice of them, but they would ſlip before wee | 
are aware z and therefore when the voyce is uſed, 
' ir muſt be to keepe in the thoughts, In ſome ca- 
ſes, toomit the voyce is more convenient, when 
it may draw any other inconveniencie ; bur that 
is left to every mans particular caſe, as hee 

ſhall find the uſe of it to hinder him, 
or further bim. And ſo muck | 
ſhall ſerve for this 
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Caſe 6, 
About want of 
leiſure xo pray 
by reaſon of 
preſent buſi- 
neſies to _ 
ſpeedily dil- 
oarched, 
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| 


FOURTH 


SERMON- 


i Tuns. 5. 17. 
"Pray continually. 
Nother Caſe of conſcience inthe 


buſineſſe of prayer is, what a man 
isrodoc, when he is ina ſtrait of 


—_——— 
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- 

þ 
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time, by realon of ſome weighty 
buſineſſe, that requires a quicke | 
and ſudden diſpatch, and gives him nor the lei- 
ſure and liberty, that otherwiſe hee might have 
had > 

To this I anſwer, you ſhall find, that in Scrip- 
tures the prayers of Saints have been ſometimes 
longer, and ſometimes ſhorter, Our Saviour 
Currsr, you know, ſometimes ſpent awbolc 


——_— 


night | 
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nighr in prayer: Surely,he did not take ſo much 
[time alwayes z and no doubt, wee have liberty 
ſometimes to be longer, ſomerimes ſhorter, ac- 
cording as ouroccaſions will permit. Bur yer this 
[you muſt remember, that though the buſineſſe 
on great, yet that buſineſſe that concernes the | y4auers con 
ſalvation of our ſoules, and the worſhip of God, | cerning falva- 
is greater: And therefore, before and aboveall o- | 93 Bhepre 
NW yn erred before 
ther ſervices,this is ſtill tobe preferred: for it is a | eurward bud. 
buſineſle of greater moment: take heed then you | nc. 
givea juſt weight to your buſineſle, and nor ſuf. 
fer every ſmall occaſion that comes 1n, to thruſt 
out this duty ; for heere you keepe not the due 
| = Ai but negle& the greater, and rake the | 
 leſle, 
Beſides,doe you not ſay, when you have great We ſhould al- 


/ 
| buſinefſe in hand, thara man muſt have a dining | |*emetor | 
| time, and a ſleeping time, &c. Why may wee = oa 
| not ſay as well, A man muſt have a praying time; | bulineſls, 

is it not neceſſary > You know what lob ſaith, | 
| you know the courſe that hee kept in reading the 

Word, ( for that is cleerely meant in that place) 
' It mas more precious to him than bis appointed food: 

that is,he had rather omit bis uſuall meales, (for ' 

| thathe meanes by his appointed food) than to omit | 

| acoftant courſe in performing thoſe holy duties. | 

| Therefore, I ſay, it ought carefully ro bee tooke | 

| heed of, that wee omit it nort,excepr it be in a ve- 
ry great ſtrait;which if it ſhould happen,we may 
be ſhort init, God ties us not ſoexadtly you lee, 
for no rules are ſet down in the Scriptures where- 


in weare tycd preciſely to ſuch an houre, to ſuch | 
atime, 
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| heard before) though you ſhould be the ſhorter 
[in it, 

| Now let theſe five Cautions be obſerved : 

| Firſt, take heed that the ſtraitning come nor 
| from your ill husbandry,that is,from your il huſ. 
| banding of time;for,ifa man were carefull tore. 
deemetime before, (it may be) hee need notbe 
put to ſuch a ſtrait as he is atthat time,when heis 
to performe this duty. Suppoſe you have a jour- 
ney to go,that requires much time,and you muſt 
be gone early ; you may ſo husband the time be- 
tore,that you may get time enough for your jour- 
ney,and for the performance of this duty:and fo 
for other buſineſſe,as I ſaid inthe morning, you 
ſhould labour to ſequeſter your ſelves to per- 
forme this duty of prayer;and therfore take heed 
you be good ſtewards of your time,and that you 
husband it well, | 


ding your time, that you ler not that which is 
very precious, goe for things of ſmall moment ; 
for that is ill kusbandry. You ſhould redeem the 
time,and buy itwith the loſſe of ſomething. You 
finde time enough to beſtow in che weightieft 
buſines of your calling, in things that belong to 
the gaod of man, much more ſhould you in this 


that belongs to the worſhip of God ; And there- 


fore, if it may be, redeeme itwith ſome lofle ; fo | 
For 


—_— —— 


— 


a time, but God in mercy, and in wiſedome, hath 
leftirt ro our liberty:only obſerve,this is the com. | 
| mand, Pray continually, doc it exceeding often, at | 
the leaſt, keepe a conſtant courle in it, (as wee 


And likewiſe, this is another part of husban- 


| 


: 


| 


| 


i. 
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| you ought to husband ir,otherwiſe you redeeme [: 
' not time as you ought. This is the firſt Caution 

' that ought to bee obſerved, to husband and re- | 

[ deeme the time well, 

The ſecond is, if wee be ſtrained at any time, | /,,4;,, 2. 
recompence it atanother time : for it it be nor a | Kecompence 
ſeined excuſe and pretence, if you frame not to |** *norher 
your ſelves a ſtraitning, when you have liberty,| 
vu wall bee carefull to ſpend more time 1n ir at | 
another ſeaſon , by that you ſhall know your ſin- 
ccrity in it, that it is truc,and that it 15 NOT an ex-| 
cuſe, and a putting off, 

| Moreover, another Caution to be obſerved is, | (antion 3. 
| that you take not roo much buſineſſe upon you :| Take heed of 
ET k l much bus 
| if you be ſtraitned with buſineſſe, and therefore | gnege, 
| cannot be ſolarge in the performance of this du-| 
| ty, as otherwiſe you would if you did not take 
| {o much upon you, your ſelves are the cauſe of ir, 
| And therefore, he that takes lefle, he that ſpends 
more time in the things thar belong to ſalvation, 
he hath made the better choiſe ; as Mary made a | 
>etter choiſe than Martha, though her imploy- | 
nent alſo were good. 

Likewiſe, as you muſt nor peſter your ſelves | Caution 4. 
with roo much buſinefle, ſo lizewiſe you muſt | Be nerros 

. . Intent Upon 
rake care, that your mindes be not roo much in-| \\gnede. 
rent upon them;for toomuch intentionot mind | 

upon buſineſſe,cauſeth diſtration m prayer, and 
cauſethus to poſt over the duty, as well as too 
much buſinefſe : when a mans minde ſhoots it 
ſelfe roo farre in buſineſſe, when ir is roo much 
| occupied about ir, when it is roo much intent, 
| when 
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when the ſoule cleaves too faſt upon the bulines, | 


ſpirituall duties,which require freedome, | 
The laſt Caution is,that the ſtrait riſe not from | 


Looke tothe |diffidence in God,and confidence inthe uſe of the | 
R_ of the | meanes; for it falls out oft times, when wee have | 


 buſineſle of moment in hand, there is a turning , | 
and poſting from one creature to another, from | 
the uſe of one meanes to another, that wee can. | 
not get time in prayer,not {o much for want ſim- | 
| ply,bur becauſe wee mind the meanes too much, | 
'weintend them too much, we doe nor truſt God 
enough with the buſineſſe; ifwedid, we might | 
ſpend lefſe time inthem, and more in ſecking to 
him. So much for that Caſe, 

Another Caſe of conſcience inthis buſineſſe | 
of calling upon Gop is, Whata man is todoe| 
'for the uſe ofthe meanes > for when we are bid 
to pray, and ſeeke to GoÞ, it 15 an ordinary 
queſtion amongſt us; But may we not uſe the 
meanes too ? | 
| TothisI anſwer, That prayeris fo farre from 

excluding the meanes, that it includes them; 
'for if the deſire bee fervent , when wee deſire 
any thing at G op $s hands, it will make us dili- 
'gent inthe uſe of the meanes,touſea convenicat | 
diligence, as it will make you carneſt in ſeeking | 

| to God, and in putting up your requeſt to him, | 

| For, if a man ſhall pray, and bee negligent in 

| the uſe of the meanes, I will bec bold ro fayir; 
' it is but like the deſire of the fluggard, that is, a 
| languiſhing,and fainting defirc : Hee —_— 
11S 


( 


— <— 


and cannot looſe it ſelfe to the performance of 


———— 
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his hand into his boſome : the defares which 
| 27 |you expreſſe, when you pray, they are notfer- 
m | rent, they are not carneſt, if you bee remiſle. in | 
ic | the uſe of the meanes. Hee that deſires grace, | 
e| and ſtrength again ſinfull luſts and temptation, 
ul | |and yer 15s remiſle in the uſe of the -meanes, w | 
" which grace ſhould bee increaſed, and ſtrength 
|, to reſiſt choſe corruptions and tempta- | 
| tions, certainely his deſires are bur vaine and 
H empty deſires. F, 2V1;5 [If W, 
d\ Belides, it'is an argument thatwee tryſ noe. 
t 

) 


| in Gop, that wee make - no accompt of our 

prayers, except wee be diligent intheuſe ofthe 
meancs, therefore wee are-farre fromexchiding | 
| them, for, if you ſeeke to: Go'vy (and art 
J to your prayers, and thinke that they -wilh pre« 
I raile with him, it will worke this cffedt,. that 
you will be carefull to uſe ſuch meanes, a3 Goit 
J hath ordained tobring the thing ta paſſe; | Even 


bis ſoule hath nothing, for he deGires,buthe purs | 


as, if a manſceke to a Phyſicran, toſucha Phy: | - 


93 


Reaſon 2, 
Elle it is 8 
liene we truſt 
not God, 


ils. 
= 3 


| | 


{ician as hee truſts to, 'into whoſe bands hee 
| would put his life; - when this Phyſician pre- 
| 


ſcribes ſuch a' courſe; ſuch-a dyet; and uch a | 
thing to bee taken at'fiicha timey-the;:rmore. hee | 
reſts upon the Phyſician, the more. carefull! hee | 
will bee ro obſerve his preſcription and. rules | 
| And fo, in this caſe, the-more you-reft on God, | 
the more carefull you will bet uſe ſuch'meanes | 
'as hee hath appointed, when-hee harh' ſaid, 
theſe and theſe meanes are to- bee uſed. In this 


| Caſe, ] ſay, it 1s a ſ1gne your prayers are more | 
| ro | 


TT Een ern ens om — 
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inde for, 
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| doth all _ by ſecond cauſes, he faves us not 
| ments, hee doth every thing by men , by crea- 


| is,not to have them done without meanes, bur to | 


| 
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to purpoſe, when you are diligent intheuſeof 
them, when you dare not fleight nor negleR 
them. 

Againe, you muſt conſider this, that when we 
pray, at any time, wee doe not nn tO have a- 
ny thing done without meanes ; butwee pray to 
havea bleſſing upon the meanes, and, if we pray 
for a bleſſing upon the meanes, our minde is not 
that they ſhould be omitted: for, you know, Ged 


| 


without our ſelves, that is, hee uſeth us as inftry. 


tures, and by meanes ; and the end of our prayers þ 


have a bleſſing powred downe upon them, But 
that which is chiefly to be obſerved to clecre this 
pointto you is this ; That prayer is not theonly 
meanes, 1t is but part of the meanes to bring any 
thing to paſſe. 

There aretwo things to effe& a buſineſſe,that 
is, prayer and meanes both: we doe not ſay pray- 
er 1s the onely meanes, indeede, then the other 
wereexcluded; but fince it is but a part, and 
CO makes up > torall meanes - _ 
ing ing to itdoth not exclude them, 
bardhoy macs be both joyned together, prayer 
and rheufe of the meanes. This is enough to 
ſhew that we may uſe meanes, we may pray, and 
lay our hand on the Plough, wee may ſeeke to 
God, and be diligent, and as diligent as any body 
elſe. But now theſe three Cautions are to be eb- 


; The | 
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o 
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9 | 


The firſt is, That, if we doe uſe meanes, wee 
ſhould uſe thoſe that are right; for if you truſt 
Grd, and depend upon him, you will not ſteppe 
out to any inordinate meanes, nor uſe lawtull 
[meanes in an inordinate manner : If you doe fo, 


7 |it is an argument that your prayers are of no 


ralue in your owne eſtceme, for you doe notreſt 
on Go», which if you did, you would never 
uſe any other meanes , than hee hath appoin- 
ted, - 

Secondly, though you ufe the meanes , and 
pray both , yer you mult ſo uſe the meanes and 


| prater both,as that your confidence reſts not only 


thereupon:for it is one thing to uſe the means,8 
t-is another thing to have confidence in them, 
And therfore we ſay to you in this caſe, that yon 
muſt doeas he rhat uſeth the light of the Sun; he 
ſouſeth the lighr,as thathe hath aneye upon the 
Sun;,from whom that light comes; for he knowes 
that if the Sun were ſer, the light would be gone, 
Or as he that takes water ina Ciſterne, or River, 
he ſo takes it, as that he hathan eye tothe Foun- 
taine, hee knowes it the Fountaine were ſtop- 
ped, the River would bee quickly dryed up: So 
you ſhould thinke with your ſelves, if I uſe any 
meanes, any creature, any inſtrumerſt to bring 
things to paſſe, mine eye mult be upon God: for 
all the helpe chat webavefrom the creature, it is 
but as a beame tothe helpe that comes from God 
himſelfe. And therefore you muſt doe in this 
caſe, as Phyſitians are wont to doe, they put ma- 


ny ingredients intoa thing, bur it is one prinei- 


pall 
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| account will cure the diſeale,So doe inthis caſe, 
make uſe,bothof prayer, &of the meanes; yer you 
muſt know, that neither prayer nor the meanes 
{are the principall cfieQorof the thing, but the 
| principall meanes indeed, wherein your confi- 
dence 15 to bezis Ged that doth bring every thing 
to paſſe: There is no good in the City, nor no 
evill, but he doth ir, you know kee takesall to 


| himſelfe, Allthe meanes, by which good and 


ill is conveyed to you, doe not doe the thing , 
they ate bur the vehicula, they are but the inſtru- 
ments; as the Beere and the Wine wherein the 
Phyficke is taken, bur it is the Phyficke and 
the medicine that cures; So: all the meanes 
cannot doe it,; it is the helpe. and the power 
of Gov, the efficacy that comes from him, 
that brings things to paſſe , therefore that muſt 
bee remembred, uſe the meanes continually, 
bur with: dependance upon Gov, with an eye 
uponhim , let not your hearts reſt upon them 
onely ; for if they doe, it.is an inordinate uſe of 
them, 


particular meanes; for if you doe, it is a figne 
that you truſt not G © Þ as you ought to doe. It 


A 


— — 


Laſtly, you muſt take heed of ſticking in any 


isa fault commonly, we pitch upon ſuch a partt- | 
Jcular way, and wee thinke that muſt doe it,or no- | 
thing. Now if-G o p be truſted to, be bath more. 
wayes tothe wood than one,he hath more means | 
tobringathing to paſſe than one: And therefore | 
wee mulbleave 1t to him, who-ofcen doth it belt | 

Y! 


he knew not. Therefore, God by his providence, 


may uſe meanes ; yet, after the uſe of them, wee 
[ 
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by another meanes than wee dreamed of. As for 


example; David hada promiſe of the Kingdome: 


| Now, when hee had the Kingdome of 1adah, yet 
| you know, the Kingdome of 7ſrael ſtood out; for! 
\ Iſhbeſheth had the Kingdome, and Abner was his ; 
chiete Captaine: befides,in his comming into his 


Kingdome of 7udahywee ſee how God wrought the 
buſtineſſe, withour his device, by a meanes that he 
never thought of, in that bartell, when Saul was 
killed, and ſo many of his ſonnes, there was fo 
much way made for him, when himſelte uſed no 
meanes to bring it to paſſe. Atrerward,when the 
Kingdome of 1ſrael was kept from him, and hee 
had onely 1udah; wee ſee, God cauſed diviſion be- 
tweene 1ſhboſbeth, and Abner his chiefe Captaine : 
upon that comes Abner, and offers to David the 
whole Kingdome, but yer he was but a reconci- 
led enemie; and what Abner might have done, 


(though /oab ſinned in it) cauſed Abner to be 
taken away by ſcab : when this was done, yer fh- 
boſheth was alive ſtill ; rhen were there two men 
ſer by the providence of God, (though it were a 
creat (inne inthem ) to take away his head , and] 
lo the Kingdome came wholly ro David : for,! 
there were but two ſonnes ; Mephiboſheth, that! 
was lame of his feet, and ſbboſheth,that was lame 
in his minde ; a weake man, unable to manage ſo 
great and weightic a buſineſle, ro purpoſe. So 
God brought the buſineſle to paſſe, by a way that 
David thought not of, Therefore, though c__ 


muſt 
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muſt depend-upon God, and leave it to God, torake 
one meanes,or other, VVee mult doe in this caſe, 


— 


as wee doe when wee goe to a man that is very | 


Skilfall ro doe a worke for us: It wee goetoa 


Carpentcr, and tell him wee have ſucha thing try | 


de done; or,if wee goe tothoſe that wee call 4qug. / 
ri0li,that bring water from place to place, wee tel} 
him,this is our defire : but how he will worke,and 

which way be will bring it to paſſe,wee know nor, 

and yet wcetruſt ſuch an one; for wee ſay, He is an | 
hon. ſt man of his word,and if he have undertaken 
it,it is enough : Why then will you not truſt God, 
that goes ſo much beyond us,that hath an infinite 
Wiſdome,and an infinite Power 2 And therefore | 
let us all ſo uſe the meanes,thatwithall wee keepe 


| our dependance upon him ; that wee leave it to 


him,to uſe this or that meanesas it pleaſeth him : | 
for ſometimes, it may be, hee takes away that 
which wee are about , ſometimes hee leaves us 
partly deſtitute,and findes a way of his owne,that| 


| wee might truſt ro him, and be confident of his 


Power and Wiſdome,in that he is able to doe the 
thing wee defire, So much likewiſe ſhall ſerve| 
for this Caſe. | 
Another Caſe is, Whar it is to pray in faith >| 
You know that is required. Now _ 15 2 COM- 
mon error in this point : fora man may fay, If I 
pray for the ſalvation of another, I have no pro- 
miſe ; how can I pray in faith > When a man 
prayes to be guided in ſuch a buſmeſſe, to have 
ſuch an enterprize to be brought ro paſſe, to have 
deliverance from ſuch a trouble, ſuch a _—_— 
rom 


— 
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from ſuch a calamitie,that he lyes under, he findes 
no particular promiſe, and for ought he knowes, 
« ſhall never be granted : How can he then be ſaid 
| to pray in faith 2 For,to pray in faith, is to beleeve 
that the thing wee pray for, ſhall be brought to 
| paſſe and accompliſhed, 
| TLanfwer,Thatto pray in faith, is to goe as farre 
as the promiſe goes, Now no particular man hath 
any particular promiſe, that he ſhall have ſuch a 
(deliverance, that he ſhall have ſuch a particular 
mercy granted him ; and therefore it is not requi- 
red to beleeve, that that particular thing ſhould 
be done. 


But you will ſay, What faith is it then that is | 


[required ? | 
| 1I ay, it is enough to beleeve that Gow is a 
| Father, that hee is readie to heare; and not onely 
| that hee is readie to heare, bur that hee is readie 
to doe that which is beſt for me, in ſach a parti- 
cular: for both are required, That you beleeve 
| him to be well affefted towards you, as a Fa- 
ther, as One that tenders your good ; and not one- 
ly fo, but that he will doe that, in that particu- 
| lar, that ſhall be moſt forhis owne glory, and for 
| your good : And, if you doe fo, you pray in 
| faith, though (for the particular) you know 
not, whether it ſhall be granted orno, Indeed, 
if wee had a particular promiſe, as Elias had, 
that it ſhould not raine, &c. in that caſe, wee 


were bound to beleeve in particular ; but not 
having that, wee are not tycd unto it: for the 


H 3 not 


promiſe is the obje& of faith, and the habit is| 
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| 

| not to worke beyond the objec; for the obj ject i is 
the rule and the limit of the babar : therefore you 

| may pray in faith, when yer you have no ground 

| to belceve, and to thinke, that that particular 

| thing ould be granted, For example: If a Fa-| 
ther x pray, that his ſonne may have grace rought! 
in his heart, that his ſoule may be fav ed , it may 
be the Lond will never doe 1t: or,if © ne friend 
pray for another,to the ſame purpoſe: , though the 
thing be not done, yet the prayer returncs into 
his boſome, hee is no loſer by it, there is a re-! 

ward belongs to him, for ſecking to G oÞ in ſin-| 
critic; it 13 his dutic, that hce ſhould doe fo, 


4 


| The like I may ſay for every other particular 


caſe. And this encouragement you may have, 
Thar there is never any particular prayer put up, ! 
wherein you ſeeke things that are not granted, 
bur you miſtake in it ; for, if you bcleeve thus 
tarre,as I ſaid tro you,be ſure that your prayers are 
acceptcd,Go will doe that which is beſt for you, 
and your prayers ſhall nor be loſt, S0 much alſo 
tor that. 

The laſt caſe is, How ſhall a man know whether 
his prayer be heard,or not ? 

For anſwer to this, wee will give you this one 
rule, (and that is as farre as wee can goc) That 
thoſe prayers that are made by the aſſiſtance of 
| Gops holy Spirit, it is certaine,they are alwayes 

heard : 1t you finde that at any time, you nced 
| make noqueſtion, but that G ©» heares it, and | 
| will doe the thing, obſerving the Cautions that | 
| ee have given YOu heretofore, that is, for thc 
[ m ancs, 
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meanes, the manner, rherime, and the meaſure : | 
for it cannot be, bur that when the heart is inlar- 
ged by G o Þ $ owne Spirit, and the prayer is an 
expreſſion of holy delires, the Lox alwayes 
| heares. That place is Cleere for it, Kow.8.2 7. that| gon, s. +7, 

Hee bnoxes the meaning of the Spirit : that is, he {o/ 
| knowes it, that hee hearkeneth to it, that hee al- 
{ ayes accepts of it : and therefore, when you; 
| come in ſuch a caſe,at any time, that your hearts ! 
are inlarged 1n a ſpeciall manner : Marke, I ſay, 
| when your hearts are inlarged ina ſpeciall man- 
ner, and that, with holy deſires, ccrrainely, then 
| Gov meanes to grant our requeſts : hee would 
not ſend his Spirit to be an interceſſor in your 


| hearts, if hee did not meanc to doc it: for, on the | when nor, 
| contrary, hee withholds his ſpirit, he gives us not 
| that inlargement of heart. Oaly this diſtin&tion "0 


; muſt be carctully remembred, you may be ſome- 
| time very carneſt, (the parent may bevery car- 
neſt for his child,as David was for his ; and Moſes 
for ought wee {ce, was carneſt to have gone into 
| the Land of Caraan, they were things that they 
| defired) and yet that may be an expreſſion of na- 
; turall deſires. Inwhich caſe a man may bce very 
 carneſt, and yer he cannot build upon it, to ſay 

my heart is much inlarged in prayer, and there- 


' fore ſhall be beard, 


| 


| But obſerve this, when the heart is inlarged | whatkinde of 
inlargement 
of heart ar- 
or mg : : | gues that our 
it is the worke of the Spirit of G o », quickning | prayers are 


| with holy deſires, and rhat ina ſpeciall manner, | 
' fomewhat more than ordinary, as that, you ſee, | 
| your heart, opening it wide, ſtrengthning and | "<#**: 
H 3 inlar- 
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inlarging it, and ſharpening grace and holineſſe 
in you,1in thole requeſts you put up to God, in this 

| caſe,build upon ir,for you may be fure your prai. 
ers arc heard, from that ground wee even noyy | 
gave you, Hee knowes the meaning of the ſpirit, $ | 
much ſhall ſerve for thoſe caſes of Conſcience 
in this ſpirituall duty of calling upon God, 


: 


| What the qualification is that is required in our | 
| prayers : for ſince we have ſaid ſo much of pray. 
er, it is a neceſſary thing that wee know what 
conditions are required, that it may beeaccep- | 
table. | 

And the firſt (we will commend to you, which 
is the ground,and firſt in order before al thereſt) 
is, that the perſon be right. The prayer of che righteous 
| doth prevaile much, lames 5,16. 

Theground of it is this ; a man muſt firſt have | 
Chriſt before he can have any thing elſe, Heath 
givenus all things elſe with Chriſt : 1t wee have all | 
things elſe, if we have not him,it is nothing: AU 
' his promiſes ( you know ) are yea and amen, but it is 
in him; ſothat we muſt firſt have him. 
| Andbeſides, the generall Covenant muſt goe | 
| before the particular: for the ground of all praier | 
is this or that particular promiſe, bur you muſt 
firſt bewithin the Covenant, you muſt firft have 
the generall Covenant belonging to you, before 
you can have the particular branches of it; & ther- 
fore a man muſt be within the covenir, his perſon 
muſt be firſt righteous, before he be accepted : & 


| thereſore let none deceive himfelfe in this caſe,to 


thinke | 
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| 


thinke thus with bimElfe, he hopes his heart is 


| fincere, and his _ right, and his ends are 


| good; for though al 


this were true, yet if his per- 
' on be not right, G op regards it not, You know 
' the blood of a ſheepe, and the blood of a ſwine, 
they are both alike,it may bee the blood of the 
ſwine is betrer than the other, yet the blood of 
the ſwine was not to be offered, becauſe it was 
the blood of a ſwine. So in this caſe,the praier of 
an unregenerate man may be as well framed, for 
the petitions, for every thing that 15 required im- 
mediately to a praier,but the heart from whence 
ir comes, the perſon, from whence it proceeds, 
that is it that makes the difference :let this there. 
tore be chiefly obſerved, that the perſon be right, 


| And therefore you ſhall find, Pſa/. 4. 3. David 
| makes that the ground, why his prayers ſhould 
be heard : ſaith he, Be yee ſure that God hath choſen 


and pray hard , yet our finnes cry lowder than 
[our prayers, they cry downe our prayers, they 


for himelfe the godly man: And nhen1 call upon him 
[ ſhallbe heard. For that is the ground that hee 
takes to himſelfe, why he ſhall be heard, becauſe 
God hath choſen to himſelfe the godly man. As 
if he ſhould fay,l am of the number ot the godly 
and therefore you that are my encmiecs,and think 
to prevaile againſt me, I feare you not,for I pray 
to a God that will defend me; I ama godly man, 
and upon that ground I beleeve that my prayer 
is heard. Beloved, otherwiſe though wee pray, 


make a greater noiſe then they; for the noiſe that 
our finnes make is like the noiſe of a Thunder, 
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noiſe that finne makes inthe earcs of the Lord. 


in our ſins, when a man comes into his preſence 
1n his unregencracy, 

But this 15 not all, for certaine it is,a man thar 
1sSwithin the Covenant, may have a particular 
linne, (as you heard keretofore) ) that may inter- * 
cept his praiers,and that may hinder the bleſfing, 
{o that that fone muſt be remored, before his | 
prayers can be heard. It is true, The Some abides' 
zn the houſe for ever, but yer the ſon may commir 
ſuch an offence 'thathis father may uſc him as a 
{ervant, hee may deny his requeſts, an\ =_ 
them,when he comes ro ſeeke any thing at hi 
hands. And thereft ore, there muſt be a part! cular 
recorciliariona particular repentance,rthat finne 
muſt be removed, and done away, that ſtands in 
theway. This was the method the Saints alwaics 
have kept in calling uyon God: Sec it in Daxiel. 
and Ezra, all of them, for the moſt part, w hen 
they make any compleat prayer,wee ſee, till they 
begin with humiliation,and confeſſion of ſinnes, 


be removed, 
and this likewiſe is aground of that t. Tim, 2.8; 
faith the Apnſtle there, 
made jn all places , that you h ft up pare hands without 
wrath and doubting : The meaning is this, not 


onely thata man bee within the Corenant, but 


when the noiſe of our praiers 18 but like the crack. | 
ling ofthornes, which cannot be heard for the | 


Thus it1s,in this caſe, vhenwe come before God | 


And the reaſon of ir is, thar their perſons might | 
bee cicare and innocent, thar thoſe ſinnes- might | 
which would ſtand in their Way s | 


I will, that prayers bee. 


that | 
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'that he be cleanſed from all particular fins, that 
| might cleave ro him, and hang upon him. As 
| forexample, when thou wouldeſt be accepred of 
God, it there doc any particular ſin hang on thee, | 
that muſt bee removed by renewing thy repen- | 
tance, And beſides that, ſeewhart rhe Scripture | 
takes notice of, whena man comes to pray, his 
heart muſt be cleanſed from pride ( for God reſiſts 
the proud) his heart muſt be Create toan hum- 
ble diſpoſition; likewiſe irmuſt be clenſed from 
wrath, hee muſt /ift up pure hands without wrath , 
which is oft required; Mat. . Leave thine offering, 
and goe and make peace nith thy Brother. Solikewite 
from unthankfulneſſe ; our prayers are not ac- 
cepted, except we be thankfull for mercies recei- 
ved, The like wee may ſay of every particular 
| finne; wee muſt be carefull to.cleanſe our ſelves 
from all ſinfull luſts, and corrupt atfe tions, that 
they have nor dominion in our hearts; bur that 
we lift up pure hearts and innocent hands, And 
that is = firſt thing thar is required, that the 
| perſon be right ; that is, not onely that hee bee 
within theCovenant,bur likewiſe that thoſe par- 
| ticular finnes be removed, that may be an impe- 
diment tohis prayers, 
| The cond thing required is, Faith; Lift wp 
| pure hands without wrath and doubting, You know | 
| that in James, Let him that ranteth wifedone aske of | 
| God, let him asbe in faith and waver nt, Sothat 
' though prayer be the key roopen Gods treaſures, 
| yet faith isthe hand that rurnes the key, withour 
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| lides, he ſhould loſe his glory , for in thiswe glo- 
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Now the Lord requires faith, partly, for his 
owne fake, he ſhould not otherwiſe be acknow- 
ledged, if you did not truſt him, when you come 
to leeke him, if you did net reſt upon him. Be. 


rifie bim, whenwetruſt him, and we diſhonour 
him, when we diſtruſt him , when we come and 


honour him. 


ſceke to him, and doe not reft upon him, we dif- 


Beſides, in regard of us hee requires faith, and 
will nor heare us withour it ; becaulc, as it is | 
lames 1. 6.inthe ſame place,where faith is requi- 
red,there is good reaſon why it is required : For, 
ſaith the Apoſtle there, Hee that beleeves not, or hee 
that waver hee ts like a wave of the Sea: that is,ſome- 
times in his prayer hee 1s very earneſt, as a wave 
that ſwells high ; ſomerimes againe hee will be 
nothing at all:yea,ſaith the Apoltle,he is not only 
uneven in the buſineſſe of prayer, ſometimes car- 
neſt and forward, and ſometimes giving over a- 
eaine,off and on;but ſuch a man is unſtable in all 
his wayes: for he that truſts in Ged,will be carefull 


but he that truſts him not, wavers in every thing : 
he is (it may be) diligent in prayer, hewill looke 
to his wayes fora time;but he reſts not upon God, 
hee reſts upon other things, Hee « like a wave, hee 
is not conſtant : and therefore faith is required. 
Now when I ſay faith is required, know this,that 


there is adouble faith required : 


—_— OD 


other,is a faith in his promiſe. 


The one, is a faith inthe providence of God, the 


not in prayeronly,but to keep all his wayes right; | 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, I ſay, faith in Gods providence (which is a | 


earch, and the ſea, who keepes covenant, and mercy for | 
ever ; you ſee faith there required in the provi- | 
(dence, He made heaven and earth, the ſea ; he is ſuch | 
a God, who is able to bring great _ to paſſe, | 
forhe made heaven and earth : and is he notable | 
| to doe any thing beſides ? | 
Secondly, there muſt be a faith in his promiſes, 


which is expreſſed in the next words, He keeperh | Faith in the 


(c ovenant for ever, So likewiſe to expreſle the de- 
fetofir: You ſee when Martha and Mary came 
[to Chri#t to raiſe Lazarus, they beleeved hee was 
ready w_ to doe it (there was faith in his 
willingneſle) but they wanted faith in his provi- 
dence; for Marths comes to him,”and tells him, | 


Lon ov, faith ſhe, Hee hath beene in the grave foure | 


dayes; as if ſhe had ſaid, ſurely now it cannot be | , 


done, if thou hadſt come ſooner, it might have | 
been brought to paſſe: ſo ſhe beleeved him to be | 
willing,but there wanted faith inthe providence. | 

Againe, as here faith in the providence was | 
wanting ; ſowe fee, inthe Leper, there was faith | 
{inthe providence (it may be, the other was wan- | 
ting, bur that is not expreſſed, it is more p oba- | 
ble hee had both) Lord, if thow wilt, the cant | 
| make me nhole : Herewas an evidence of faith in 
the providence, be acknowledgerh his power, /f| 
| thou wilt, thou canſt make me whole * but becauſe | 


Chriſt did fulfill his*deſire, it is likely hee had 


faith 


| [thing of much moment, and we are apt to forget | Faithin Gods 
it.) We ſee it cleerely, Pſal. 246. Bleſſed « he that = 
truſts in the Sod of Lacob, &c. who made heaven, and | 0 1% 
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fairh inthe promiſe too, ſo, I ſay, there muſt be 
a faith, firit, in the providence; ſecondly, there 
| muſt bee a faith allo inthe promiſe of God : you 
| have ground enough torthar, you have his ſure 
; word forit, hee hath ſaid, Aste andyeu ſhailhave, 
| ſeeke and yee ſhall fide, knocke and it ſhall be opened 
| £0 you; and whatſoever you aske, if it bee according fs 
| bis will, it ſhall be done to you, So that is the thins 
| wee are chiefly to looke unto, to conſider this 
| faith in Gods promiſe; for men are ready to ſay, 
| I doubt nor but God is able, bur all the queſtion | 


we will have our prayers ſtrong, and prevalent,we | 
| muſt bee abefel to ſtrengthen our faith in his 
promiſe : for, as that is ſtrong, ſo our prayers doe | 
| more prevaile with Ged. It 1s a matter of much | 
moment, and therefore we will ſhew briefly hoy | 
your faith may be ſtrengthned, and likewiſe how 
you may know it. 
Firſt, you ſhall ſtrengthen your faith, if you 
/ conſider the nature of Gop. Belyved, this is a 
| great cauſe why wee beleeve not the promiſe of 
God, and his readinefle to helpe us indifficult ca- 
ſes, becauſe wee are ignorant of the Nature of | 
Goa, of the Attributes of God , or at leaſt, we doe 
not conſider them. -For example, (that I may o- | 
pen it royoua little, and ſhew you the way of | 
| making, uſe of the Artributes of God, in calling | 
| upon him,& ſtrengthening our faith from them) | 
| conſider, firſt, the Tuſftice of God, (I will give you 
| examples, how the Saints have ſtill trengrhned 


their faith from Geds Attribares) Daviduſcth this | 
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Argument , Lord, thou art Iuit , I am Innocent : 
'When hce telleth God of his Iuſtice, and withal! 
expreſſeth his owne Innocencie, it is a ſtrong Ar- 
gument, David,you ſee, uſeth it oft, (I need nor 
to name particulars ) Lord, reward-me according to 
| \mine Innocencie,c7c. Thou hnvels 1 am righteow:,and 
{mine enemies have done me thus and thus much 
wrong, and thou art ju : God cannot deny this ; 

for it 15a ſtrong Argument,that is taken from ſych 
2n Attribute, 

| So againe, the Goodneſſe of God * Lord, thou art 
ſerie: And w hen theſe are put together, it 15a 
great meanes to ſtrengthen our faith, And there- 
fore, wee ſee, David "often expreſleth his owne 
calamirie, his diſcaſe , how hee was oppreſſed by 
enemies, and ſlandered , &c. and Gods Mercie. 

(that is the ground of it) God ts full of compaſſion . 

As if he ſhould ſay, Thou art full of goodneſle, 
and I am in calamitic, and miſerie, at this time : 

and that was an Argument whereby he ſtrengthe- 


ned his faith. 


Glory : when wee make the Argument thus ; Lord. 
Thou haſt an eye to thy Glory , and I aime at thy 
Glory: in ſuch arequeſt, it is a ſtrong prevailing 
Argument with him. You know, Aoſes prevailed 
with him, when he ſought the ſaving of the whole 
'people of 1ſrael : Lerd (faith he) thy Name will be 
polluted, what will the Heathen ſay 2 "And fince I 
aime at thy Glory in it, deny me not. And like- 
wiſe Ezekias, and David, they uſe the ſame Ar- 

gument 


— —— 


So againe, another Attribute of God is ; his ; 


2 Mercy, 


Full of Mercie on the other fide, 1} am full of M1. 
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gumentxo 0od, Shall the duft praiſe thee ? Shall any 
Glory be given to thee in the grave? Shall wee be 


dead? Sothat the Arguments that are taken from 
Gods Glory, and our aime at his Glory, is another 
meanes to ſtrengthen our faith, 

Moreover, the Power of Ged, that is another 
Attribute ; whereby wee may conceive the ſame 
Argument, (as I ſaid before) when wee goe to 
Gd and expreſle our weakeneſſe, and his Power : 
Lord, wee are weake, wee are able ro doe nothing , 
Loxd,chou art Almightic,thou mad'ft Heaven and 
Earth; it is a ſtrong Argument to prevaile with 
him, So,wee ſee, Aſa prevailed with God,z Chron, 
14. Oh Lord (ſaith he) it © alone with thee ro helpe 


with many, or few, and nee reſt upon thee, As if hee 
ſhould ſay : Wee are exceeding few, wee are ex- | 
ceeding weake, wee are able rodoenorhing ; but 
thou art able tro doe it with a few,as well as with a 
great multitude: there hee puts them together, 
And the like wee have of Tehoſaphat * Lord, wee have 
no firength to ſland before our enemies,but our eyes are to 
thee, As if he ſhould ſay; Thou haſt ſtrength and 
power enough,thou art able to doe it,though wee 
are unable, This is another Argument taken from 
the Power of God. 

Againe, the Ynchangeableneſſe of God, When 
one comes to the Lord , and ſhall ſay to him : 
Lord, thou haſt done thus and thus in former 
times for thy ſervants z Lord, thou haſt done thus 


-and thus for me,in another caſe ; and thou art un- | 


changeable, thou art the ſame God: this 1s a great 


meanes 
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©? |meanes to ſtrengthen our faith. As you know, 
2 [it is in your Law-fuits, when you have a prefi- 
|| . 
| [dent, it addes ſtrengrhto the cauſe, ſo when we 
! [have preſidents for this, it will adde ſtrength to 
us,and that ſtrength is taken fromGeds unchange- 
ablenefle : if wee put them together, Lord, thou 
art unchangeable, Lord,thou haſt done ir to other 
men in the like caſe z thou haſt done it tome alſo 
in the like caſe : Itis a trong Argument, and an 
Argument that Pavid uſeth, you ſee how hee is 
ſtayedup by it, Pſal.2 2.4. Lord,our fathers trufted 
is thee, and were delivered, they truſted in thee, and 
| nerenot confounded. As if he ſhould ſay, Lord,thou 
| art unchangeable, thou heardeft them inthe ſame 
caſewhen they truſted in thee; now,it is my caſe, 
and therefore I beſeech thee to helpe mce in my 
diſtreſle, 
| Againe, the faithfulneſſe of God, the fidelity of 
God, that is another of his Attributes : and when 
wee make our Argument thus, Lord, thou arr 
faithfull, and I truſt in thee; it is a ſtrong Argu- 
ment, for you know, it is an Argument that pre- 
railes much with men ; a man is ready to ſay, hee 
truſts me, I muſt not deceive him:Much more the 
Lox» keepes Covenant, and mercy for ever. 
When wee come, and uſe this to him, Lord, rhou 
art faithfull, thou haſt ſaid, rhou wilt keepe Co- 
'venant and mercy for ever; thou canſt not doe o- 
therwiſe, it is thy nature, thou canft nordeny thy 
ſelfeand I reſt on thee, I depend on thee , in ſuch 
a caſe, it cannot bee the Lord ſhould faile us : 
If a man will not faile one that truſts in him, 
Certainely \ 
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| and, He is worſe than an Infidell;that provides not for his 
| orne : Lord, wee belong to thee, wee are thine, 
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' certainely the Lord will not: and that is an Argu- 
ment fhat is uſcd oft, Thou never faileſt them that 

truſt thee. | 

} Then, beſidesthe abſolute Attributes of G o », 

conſider his relative Attributes; he isa Father,and 

a Maſter: It is a ſtrong Argument that is taken} 


1 


' from theſe. If wee goe to the Lord, and ſay, Loyd, | 
; thou art a Father, thou art a Maſter, thou art an 
; Husband; Whither ſhould the Children goe,bur 
to their Father > Whither ſhould the Wife goe, 
| but to her Husband > Whither ſhould the Ser- 
| vants goe,but to their Maſter,to their Lord? Lord, 
| thou haſt commanded us to provide tor our owne, 


Wee ſee, David uſeth this Argument, That G o v 
had made him. You have it oft in the Pſalmes, That 
G o Þ had made him, nor onely his Creature, but | 
had made him againe, hce was his Servant; / am 
thy Servant : Hee uſeth oft this Relative, That 
Gop was bis Gov, and that he was G ops Ser- 
Cant, one that did belong ro him, and that did de- 
pend upon him. And ſurely (my Beloved) de- 
pendance, and ſeeking to Go Þ, is a great meanes 

rowinne him rous, VWhenwe ſee another depend 
upon us, and lookes afterno body elſe, that 1s an | 
effeQuall morive with men : the ſame 1s as preva- | 
lent with Gov ; and therefore may ſtrengthen 
our faith. Now, when I ſay theſe Arguments 
prevaile with G o v, the meaning is indeed, that 
they prevaile with us, they ſtrengrhen our faith, | 


they enable us to beleeve, that Go Þ is readie to 
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_ 


A | helpe us,and when wee belecve it, and truſt up. 
7 jon him, then indeed Gow is ready to ſecond 
2 it; becauſe then weeare prepared, wee can then 
{ [purupourdeſires in the prayer of faith , other- 
| |wiſe they are pur up with doubting, and that 
| {makes them unacceptable to G o Þ ,and uneffe- 
| Guall, And, now asThaue ſhewed you the way, 
| o likewiſe ina word, we will ſhew you when wee 
doe pray in faith (for that is a thing that is very 
 uſefull)you ſhall know it by this(for I adde that 
becauſe I ſee the Scriptures require it, as ſuch a; 
; maine condition,without which a man cannot be 
| accepred, Bee it done to thee, according to thy faith , 
| it isevory where inculcated) you ſhall know it, [ 
| ſay,by the quietneſle of your mind, and your fec- 
' curity, Whena man cals upon G ov, and his 
| mind is quiet in it, it is a ſigne that he beleeves, 
' and truſts in him, it is a prayer of faith. Hannah, 
| you know, in that caſe, looked ns more ſad, be- 
' cauſe ſhe truſted in God, ſhee beleeved the thing 
| ſhould be doneand reſted therein :and therefore 
if you find ſolicitude and perplexity in your| 
| mind,it is a figne that your praiers want ſo much | 
faith; for if you did reſt upon G4,you would be} 
quiet, and ſecure in him. 
Secondly, if you doe beleeve, you will conti- 


| the faith of the woman of Canaan, that ſheconti- | 
' gued, that ſhe would rake no deniall;though the ; 
| Lord did not grant her requeſt,bur put her off, yet 
| ſhe held out: &what was the reaſon of itzbecaulſc 


nue in prayer. You know, it was an argument of | By continu- 


| ſhe beleeved that he was the ſon of Pavid,that he 
I was 


How wee may 
know that wee 
pray in faith, | 
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was mercifull, and that hee would heare in the 
|cnd, So that continuance in prayer is an argy. 


ment we doe beleeve the Lord, As a man that be. 
leeves, ſuch a man is within the houſe whom he | 
deſires to ſpeake with,is content towait long for 
him : Or he, that bath a ſuit, and knowes that he 
ſhall have anend of itat ſuch a time, hewillne.. | 
ver give over till it bee efteted : Soit is in this 
caſc,ifwe beleeve, we will be content towait, He 
that beleeves will not make haſte, becauſe he truſts 
in G ov, and depends upon him. 

Laſtly, a __—_ uſe of thoſe meanes that 69d 
hath preſcribed, and no other, is a great argyu- 
ment that our prayer is with faith, And thus wee 
have ſhewett you the two things that are requi- 
red in prayer ; firſt, that the perſon muſt be righ- 
rcous, and within the covenant , ſecondly, that | 
there muſt bee a beleeving in God > as allo how | 

this faith is wrought, both in his providence, | 
and in his promiſes ; and likewiſe how | 

we ſhall know,whetherour pray. | 

ers be the prayers of faith, | 
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HE next condition required in 
prayer is fervency; you know the 
place,The prayer of the righteous a- 
vaileth much, if it be fervent. The 

{ Lordrequires this qualification 

in prayer, becauſe it puts the 


heart into a holy and ſpirituall 


diſpoſition : for it is not ſimply the making of 
the requeſt, that G ov lookes for at our hands, 
but ſuch a working upon our hearts by prayer, 
ſuch a bringing of them to a good frame of 
| grace, by x 4 duty, that thereby wee are more 
| I 2 firred 
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firted to receive the mercy, that before we were 

not. When a man is fervent in prayer, it ſers all | 
the whgeles of his foule the right way,it puts the | 
heart into a holy and ſpirituall diſpoſition and | 
temper; ſo that the Lord ſees4r now fit to beſtow | 
mercy upon ſuch a man,that before was unfit, by 

reaſon of his untowardneſſe, and ſtubboruefle of | 
heart, by reaſon of that uncleane and unholy dif: | 
poſition, that he ſaw in him. And therefore hee | 
wil have prayer fervent; not ſo much becauſe the 

very fervency of prayer it ſelfe is reſpeQed, but | 
becauſe by vertue of that fervency the heart is | 
made better: when a man comes to God with a 
requeſt, like the requeſt ofthePatienrt to the Phy. | 
fician,it may be the Phyſician denyes long,when 

the Patient askes things that are pleaſant and a-} 
grecable to him, not becauſe he 1s unwilling to. 


give them,bur becauſe his body muſt be brought 


into another temper, he muſt rake a vomit, ora} 
urge, which perhaps is grievous to the Patient, | 
a. this muſt be done before he be fit to receive 
ſuch cordials : fo the Lord deales with his ſer-: 
vants, though he be willing ro beſtow ſuch mer- 
cies on them, yer, becauſe they are not fitted, he 
requires continuance in prayer, and fervency 1n | 
it, Therefore, we ſay, in prayerall the graces of | 
Gods Spirit are ſet onwork, and the more fervent | 
the prayer-is, the more they are intended, the | 
more they are ated, the more they are increaſed, | 
and therefore the Lord is moved by this ferven- 
cy,tobeſtow a mercy on us, that otherwiſe hee | 
would not doe, | 
But 


: 


jp h 
- 
L-4 


E 


But 
CiC 15, 
| You 


[tures þ 


« 


| |Lord, 


| and giv 


are to! 


| || Firſ! 


' puts al 


| |carneſt, 


h 


& 


' hee tri 
| finde ns 
breake 


er, rob 
ple, wl 
| diſco 
| of man 
hath bu 
| | deadne 
| withſta 
'finde t 
| nds tl 
| either | 
| tobim 
| as toth 


ticular 
health, 
more $| 
temprta 
when h 
be, the 
was wit 


doe 4 


| [earneſt, and importunate with the Lord, when 


| breakesthroughall, this is to 


| [deadneſſe of ſpirit, yer he continues inſtant not- 


— 


* 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


| Butnowall the queſtion is, what this ferven- 
|CiC 15, 
| Youſhall find itaſuallyexpreſſed in theScrip- 
|Lord, wreftling with the Lord, flriving with him, 
and giving him no reſt : wherein theſe two things 
are to be marked: 

Firſt, a man is ſaid then to be fervent,vhen he 
puts all his ſtrength to prayer, when hee is very 


hee ſtrives and contends with him, though hee 
' finde many difficulties, and impediments, yet he 


tures by ſuch metaphors as theſe, Crying to the! When a man 
| 1s faid to bee 


fervent in pray- 
| cr, tobe importunatewith the Lord, Forexam- 
| ple, when a mencomes to pray, hee findes many 
 diſcouragements, and himſelfe (perhaps) guilty 
| of many {innes, yea, he findes little holinefle, he 
bath but feeble faith to his awne ſenſe, and much 


| withſtanding ; vay, further hee doth nor onely 
 finde theſe impediments in bimſelfe, bur hee 
' finds the Lord exceeding backward tothe thing, 
| either giving no anſwer, turning the deafe eare 
| tobim, or (it may be) giving a contrary anſirer, 
| as to the woman of Canaan, But to give you a par- 

ticular example ; when a man comes to pray for 
health, it may be his ſicknes increaſeth upon him 
more ; when he prayes to overcome ſuch a luſt or 
temptation, it may be, it is doubled upon him 
when hee prayes for ſuch a deliverance, it may 
be, the oppreſſion prowes MOTre and More ; as it 


was with the /fraelites, when they ſought for de-| 
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liverance out of Zgypr,the oppreſſion grew gtea- | that 1s | 
ter: now to hold out notwithſtanding this, and | ding lo 
to continue in praier,and to out-wraſtle Gedin it, 1 | caule i 
though he ſeeme backward to the requeſt, this natural 
| is to be fervent in prayer. * | oy thin 
2 Secondly, fervency is not onely lond praying | | fervenc 
| Whenweare | but continuall knocking, whena man is not only | more b 
conants importunate with the Lord, but hee continues | | there i: 
long, hee will not give over, till he have got the | Spirit; 
bleſſing. You know, [acobs fervency was ſeene in | DOT ane 
that, that he continued all night, Hewreſtled with by hope 
the Lord, What was the reaſon that he wreſtled > | have th 
. Hee would not let him goe, till he had got the bleſſing, | am cart 
rill be had obtained thething he ſought for. So 11 | | * Fvit« 
ſay,this carneſtneſſe, & continuance 1n praier,the carth,n 
breaking thorow all difticulties,this is towreſtle him anc 
with the Lord:for all wreſtling and ſtriving ( you bee hea 
know ) ſuppoſeth ſome oppoſition on the other caſt ou 
| part. Indeed, if there were no oppoſition, it were |Be art 
| aſmall ching ; bur, I ſay, when the Lord is moſt | ap 
| | backward, when the thing is moſt improbable, ' aith : a 
when there ismuch difficulty, ſo that you know not alli 
Ef not how it ſhould be brought to paſſe, yer if you | onely - 
| continue ſtriving, and give the Lord no reſt, as | in the { 
| though you would never give over; this is ferven- they pr 
' Cautions a- | Cy in prayer,and this is aconditionthat the Lord | on wor] 
' bourfervency-| requires: but here two Cavtions muſt beremem- (King £0 
| bred, that we miſtake not this fervency : up fery 
| Ther Aon Firſt (remember ) fervency, ifit be right, it ha th 
| fruix of faith. | muſt bea fruit of faith : for there is a fervency | | creaſe | 
| that comes not from faith, but from a natural] ground 


| 
| ſence of want, whena man is indeed as a ſwine | exclud, 


| that 
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that is pinched, which you know, will cry excee - | 
| ding loud, not becauſc it lookes for help,bur be- 
caulc it is pinched:ſo any other creature,or a mi 
naturally will uſe importunity, when he wants a- 
| oy thing, and will be earneſt in bis requeſts; ſuch 
| fervency the Lord regards not, becauſe there is no 
| more but a meereexpreſſion of naturall deſires, 
| there is no holinefe in it, there is no fire of the 
' Spirit; but when this is added to ir,that there is 
| not onely a ſence of the thing wee want,but alſo 
' a hope of mercy, a ground to beleceve that I ſhall 
| have the thing granted, and out of this ground 1 
'am earneſt and importunate; now carneſtneſle is 
' a fruit of faith, When Iefus Chriſt liued upon 
carth,when men came and cryed carneſtly unto 
him and were exceeding importunats ; ſome to 
bee healed of their diſeaſes, ſome to have devils 
caſt our,&c. we ſee his anſwer was ſtill ro them, 
' Be it to thee (how >) not according to their im- 
pn_ and fervency, but according to their 
aith : as ifhee ſhould ſay, I heed nor, 1 regard 
| not all this clamour and carneſtneſſe, if they bee 
' onely expreſſions of ſuch wants,if they be onely 
' in the ſence of ſuch need, and no more ; but 1 
they proceed from faith, and that faith ſer you 
| 0nworke to call upon mee, Bee jr unto thee accor- 
ding to that, For indeed, theſe two things make 
up fervency in prayer , ſence of need, and hope of 
| mercy; whena man hath faith and hope to in- 
creaſe his fervency, and it ariſcth from that 
ground, as well as outof the other (not that I 


| exclude the other, for it is a very great helpe and 
| I 4 that 
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thatwbich puts ſtickes on the hire (as itwere) to 
make our fervency the more) I ſay, from ſenſe of | 
our need, when we conſider ſeriouſly whatwanr | 
wee have, and then adde this hope, and faith, * 
when theſe two ſhall ſer you on worke, this fer. | 
vency is a fruit of faith, And this is one Caution 
that muſt be remembred. 
Another Caution is this, that your fervency | 
be joyned with ſincerity, for a man may be fer. | 
vent.to obtaine fuch and ſuch bleſſings, as hee 
may beg at G o ys hand very earneſtly, hee ma 
aske credit, he may aske to have guidance in fach | 
a buſinefſe, he may aske wiſdome tobr.ng ſuch | 
an enterpriſe to paſſe, hee may aske health, and 
continuance of life, but ro what end > if it be that | 
he may beſtow it upon his luſts, if it be that hee | 
may live moredeliciouſly, that hee may be ſome! 


body more in the world, that hee may have our-! 


ward conveniencies, ſuch as his fleſh deſires, it 
this bee all, berethis fervency is not regarded ; : 
not that theſe things arc excluded, for the Lord 

gives us leave to ſecke our owne comforts, and 

you may be carneſt, and importunare, even for 
the comfort it ſelfe, bur yer all theſe ifthey bee | 
not capable of a further uſe, if that be not inten- | 
ded, but the abuſe 'of them, and an intenttouſe! 
them another way, the L o x v heeds it not, it 1s 
no true fervency. And therefore in Row. 12,11. 
it is the exhortation of the Apoſtle, Be fervext Ly 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord, when we many times ( it 
may bee) are fervent in ſpirir, ſerving our ſelves, 
weare fervent taaske ſuch and fuch requeſts, out 
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of ends - = owne, as when a man defiresable 
| gifts, high grits, to get glory, and to get wealth 
| - him Fife and a _ his Maſter.this isto 
| aske the talent,not for his maſters uſe.bur for his 
owne ; doe you thinke the Lord will heare ſuch 
prayers ? can you expect it at his hands ? You 
ſhall ſee the contrary praQtice in the Saints 
when they were earneſt with the Lord for any 
thing, nil they expreſſe that to him, and-ſay, 
 L ov, wedefirenotthis for our ſelves, bur for 
' thy glory, thatwe = uſe it for ſome good pur- 
poſe, &c, David, when he was earneſt for life, 
when he was in ſickneſſe, and” doubted of his re- 
covery, what argument doth he uſe 2 Zord, ſayth 
hee, Shalt thou have glory in the grave > As if hee 
' ſhould fay,if thou give me life, I will give itthee 
| q”_=_ I wilt improve it; and huſband ir roithy 
advantage; and not to mine ewne. Andſo Har 
xa, when ſhewas carneſt fora ſonne, ſhe makes 
| rhis promiſe tothe Lord, that he ſhall be for him 
| and his advantage, ſhe would dedicatehimeo his 
| uſe, and conſecrate him to his ſervice; So 1zcob, 
| when hee was carneſt with the Lord to give him 
| meat, drinke, and cloathes, 8c: L o x v,ſairh he, 
| If thou doe, 1 will give the tenth part to thee againe. 
| Iay, whenrthc heart is thus diſpoſed in-our fer- 
vency, in our importunity, when wee aske any 
thing at the Zords hands,that our conſcience tels 

' us within, that if wee had ir, wee wonld beftow 
| it uponthe Lo x v, wee would norabuſe it, wee 
; would not ſpend it on our Jufts, it ſhould notbee 
to ſerve our ſelves, but to ſerve the L o z'v with- 

| all. 
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att 


all, then our fervency is rightly ordered, 
The acxt condition required, is hwwility, as 
lames 4. The Lord gives grace tothe humble : And 
2 Chren, 7. 14. 1f my people humble themſelves, and 
call upon my Name, then will I heare in heauen, and 
grant their requeſis. And throughout the Scrip- 
ture, you ſce,that this is a condition that the Lord 
puts in every where; Hee hath reſpeRt to the low 
flate, Iſsy 66.2. ſaith the Lord, All theſe things have 
my hands made, looking upon all the creatures, the 
whole frame of them, they are all good, and I 
havereſpe&t untotbem , but, ſaith he, I regard 
not all theſe in compariſon of an humble heart, 
To bim will 1 looke that # of an humble and contrice 
ſpirit : when the Lord lookes upon our prayers, if 
they come not from a broken heart, they want 
thatcondition that he looks for : for he gives grace 
to the humble, that is, to ſuch a man as is little in 
his owneeyes, and therefore fit to be exalted, fit 
to receivea mercy at Gods hands, 
You know, it is arule that the Lord keeps ; for 
ſuch as are humble and low, ſuch he exalts ; and 
thoſe that exalt themſelves he puls downe, Now 
when a man is little in his owne eyes, that par- 
vity, that ſeaſe/of his ewne unworthineſle is a 
prevailing _— with him , and therefore 
Gen, 32. lacob uſeth that Argument, when hee 
comes to put up his petition , to bee delivered 
from Eſau : Lord, 1 a leſſe than all thy mercies : that 
is, take any oneof thy mercies, the leaſt, and put 
in one endof the balance,and put me in the other, 


and Iam leſſethan it, and lighter than it, take - 
che 
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the worth that is in me, it is not heavie enough 

for the leaſt mercy. Now, when hee was thus 
humbled, and litele, and vile in his owne eyes, 
the Lord beſtowed that mercy on him, hee was 
now fit to receive it, So David, when the Lord | , con. 7. 18, 
ſends him word by Nathan, that he would build 
him 4 houſe for ever ( you ſee how hee expreſſed 
himſelfe ) Hee went into the houſe of the Lord, and | 
ſate before him, and ſaid, Lord, what am 1, and what 
« my fathers heuſe # As if hee ſhould ſay, I was ta- 
ken out of the duft,I was one ofthe meaneſt men 
of Iſrael, and a man of no account, of no worth, | 
and yet thou haſt had reſpe& unto me thus farre, | 
not onely to make me King over thy people, but | 
to build my Kingdome, and my houſe, tomake | 
me a conſtant houſe for ever. I ſay, this ſenſe of 
our owne unworthineſſe, makes us more fit to 
receive the mercy, to bee exalted by receiving | 
ſuch a requeſt, as wee put up to the Lord, and 
| +——__ hee regards the prayer of the hum- 
le. 
Moreover, God gives grace to the humble, that is, 2 
he ſhewes favour to them, when they come and | God gives 
askeany thing at his hands, becauſe an humble | 8*2<<*9 tuch. 
man will be ready to doe whatſoever hee will, it | 
is an expreffion of David, in Aﬀs 13. 22, Hee 19;11, 5. 
| will doe whatſoever 7 will : that may bee ſaid of 

| every humble man,be is exceeding pliable to the . 
| Lordrwill, hee is ready to doe whatſoever hee 

knowes to bee his pleaſure, hce reſiſts him in no- 

thing. Now, when a man will da&. whatſoever | 
| Gedwill, the Lord will be ready to doe whatloes| 
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| ver hee will; he will be ready to ſay tohim, as he 
| did to the Caneanite, Oh woman, bee it t6 thee us 
| thouwile, When a man onthe otherſide, reſiſts 
' the Lox» (as every proud man doth, ſaith the 
 rext) the Lordreſiſts him, the Lord refs/ts the proud, 
| and gives grace to the humble. A reſiſting ſpirit cau- 
| ſeth the Lord torefiſt our prayers; and therefore | 
| it is, thatthe Lord is ready tothe humble man, | 
' becauſe he yeelds tothe Lord in all things : and 


124 | 


N#. | whenaman yeelds to the Lord ( take that fora 
' rule) inobeying Gods Commandements,Ged will 
| yeeld tous in granting our petitions, 
2 | Beſides, whenthe heart 1s humbled, and bro- 
[tis an accep- } ken,and contrite, it is an acceptable ſ{acrificeto 


the Lord, which winnes it at his hands :he ſmells | 
| a ſiycet ſavour from ſuch a ſacrifice above all 0- | 
| ther ; yea, it is thatwhich ſers a high price upon 
| every ſacrifice that wee offer; the beſt prayers, 
the beſt workes, thar proceed not from an hum- 
| ble heart,he regards them not : as Pſal.5 1. Lord, 
ſaith David, if 1 offer ſacrifice, thou wilt not regard 
| it, but the ſacrifice of 4 contrite, and humble ſpirit, 
thoſe thou regardeſt, and thoſe facrifices that 
q proceed from it. When we come to make a pe- 
tirion to the Lord ( it was the manner inthe old 
law not rocome empty-handed) a proud perſon 
comes empty- handed, bur an humble perſon 
| comes with a ſacrifice, and the beſt ſacrifice, be- 
| cauſe he ſacrificeth himſelfe, and his owne will, 
| that is;heempries himſelfe of bimſelfe, be opens 
' a dooretothe Lord to come, and dwell in htm, 


| when-d proud man barres him our ; ſuch a ſacri- | 
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fice the Lord is well pleaſed with, and ſuch a ſa- 
crifice ſpeakes for one, it makes a way for his re- 
| queſts, and therefore the Lord hearkens to it, 
Laſtly, the Lord is ready to heare thoſe thar 
|are humble, becauſe whatſoever they reecive, 
they take itas of grace,and not as debt: whereas | 


himſelfe, a man that is lift up in his owne opini- 
on, thinkes it to be due, he thinkes there -is ſome 
| correſpondence between his workes, and the wa- 
lacs, You know what is ſaid of the PFhariſee, that 
' the Publica went away juſtified rather than hee, Why 
thy of nothing. And therefore Ezet.36.31. 
the L on » promiſerhthoſeg reat mercies to his 
people, he requires this conditionof them, that 
| they ſhould acknowledge themſelves worthy to be de- 
flirozed. When a man hath a ſenſe of his owne 
unworthineſſe, and ſo comes to the Lord, and 
askes it as of meere = and mercy, that is a 
great motive to prevailewith him : for he is very 
carefu!ll ofrhat. You know in Devt. 8. 11, how 
wary the Lord was in giving this rule ro them, 
tabe heed when thou commeſt into that good Land , 
thinke not to ſaymith thy ſelfe, the Lord kath done this, 
for my owe righteouſneſſe. No, ſaith hee, 7 have not 
done it for that , but for my Covenant which I made 
with Abraham, Tſaac and Tacob : that is,for my owne 
| name ſake, for my mercies ſake, for the covenant 
that I confirmed with them, that is, the covenant 
in Icſus Chriſt, therefore I have done it, and not 


for your own righteouſnes. Sothen you ſec, _ 
this 
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our calling upon him, that our hearts be hum- 
bled,that a man be lictle,and vile in bis owneies, 
that he come with a broken, and contrite hearr, 
pliableto him in all things,ready to obey him, 


is, be ſhewes favour, he is ready to grant our re- 
cſts, 

The next condition required 1a prayer, is,that 
wee ſanfifte the Lord in our hearts, You know, 
when Nadab and Abihs drew neere unto him 
with a common fire (when they ſhould have 
brayzhbt ſuch fire as came from heaven,holy fire) 
DA rd deſtroyed them : and he gives this rea- 
ſon ; Fer 1 will be ſan#ified in thoſe that draw neere ts 
me, When wee come tocall upon the Lord, wee 
know, thenwee come neere to him, and in ſuch 
drawing, neere, wee muſt ſanAifie him in our 
hearts,that is, we muſt conceive him to be, as hee 
is, moſt boly. Now if the Lord be moſt holy, if 
he that is uncleance,and impure,and unholy, (hall 
come neere him, he ſanRifies not the Lord God, 
(that is) he comes not to himas toa moſt holy 
God, but he lookes upon him,as if he were a com- 
mon-perſon. And therfore whenſoever they came 
tooffer aſacrifice, in the old Law, they were firſt 
purified , ifany man were uncleane, and ſhould 


offer a ſacrifice, hee was to be cut off from his 


people, Therefore to ſanftifie the Lord in our 


| hearts, is to come with holy hearts, as in 1 7m. 


2. 8, Ir is the charge that the Apoſtle gives 


this is a condition the Lord will have obſerved in 


when the heart is ſo diſpoſed, he gives grace, that | 
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lifr up your hearts, and innocent hands, without | 
' wrath or doubting, | 
{ | But youwil fay, what is this holineſle z | 
Beloved, it is nothing butts Pqueſiring, or ſepa- | 
rating any thing from & common uſe, and appropriating 
it co God alone; that is holineſſe. You know,what-! 
ſoeverwas holy to the Lord, in the Temple, or. 
otherwiſe , whether it were holy veſſels, or 
holy men, as the Prieſts, it was ſeparated from | 
all other uſes, and made peculiar to him, and to. 
his ſervice, Now the heart of a man 1s holy | 
then, when it is withdrawne from ——_ elſe, | 
©] [and peculiartothe Lordalone.. As a chaſte witc | 
is to her husband, whole affeRions arc beſbaw- 
ed upon him, and no other perſonelſc , ſo when 
the heart is to the Lord alone, wheg all the affe- | 
\&ions are intent upon him, and bgſtowed upon | 
him, and upon noneelfe, this is to have the heart | 
holy to him. So that now he that will have an | 
[eye upon credit, upon vaine-glory, upon wealth, | 
[upon bis luſts, upon any thing beſides the Lord, 
'\whereto the heart is wedded, ſo that he beſtowes 
any part of that conjugal affte tionupon it, which 
ſhould be wholly the Lords, this man is an unho- 
ly man, his heart is not holy: for irtisnort ſeque- 
fired from other things, and conſecrated to him 
'alone: for that only is to be holy. 
| And astheheart muſt bee holy, ſo muſt the 
prayer be holy. When a man prayes to the Lord 
with reſpe& unto him, and hath an eye upon 
him,and nothing elſe comes in to take away part 
of this prayer; if by-reſpe& , and worldly, and 
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prayers, they make your prayers profane and 
common,they are not peculiar to the Zord, they 
are unholy.So that is the holines then in ſeeking 
the L o x v, when weare knir, and wedded to him, 
when one takes this reſolution to himfelfe, Iam 
the Lo = vs ſervant,and him will I ſerve, am nor 
the ſervant of man,nor of any creature, | am mar. 
ried tothe L o x v, and his will I'be alone, I will 
withdraw my heart from all things elſe. So like- 
wiſe when a man prayes, ſo that his foule is in- 
tent upon the Lord, and upon nothing beſides, 
when the whole ftreame of his affeions are car- 
ried to him, this is to ſeeke to him in holinefls, 
this is to ſan@ifie the Lord inour hearts, 
Andaſtlyſffrhere be any conſcience of finne 
(that phraſe I find uſed in Heb. 1 o, ) that is, if 
there be any evill conſcience,if a man be conſci- 
ous to himſelfe of any ſin that 1s unrepented of, 


ifthere be any finfull luſt yer living in him, that 
is unmortified in him, which is not waſhed a- 
way, ſuch a man is unholy : yea, my Beloved, 
the Saints themſelves, when they finne againſt 
God, as you heard heretofore, they arc ſuſpen- 
ded from the Covenant, though they be within 


| touched any 


the Covenant, yet they are ſuſpended from re- 
| ceiving the benefit by it, which otherwiſe they 


| might have : ill that ſinne be waſhed away, they 
| arenot holy. A Prieſt,or one that was holy; it he | 
uncleane thing, hee remained on- 


holy 


ſuch a mancannot pray,that makes him unholy: | 


carnall thoughts come in,and ſet you on work to | 
| pray,now theſe havea portion & intereſt in your | 
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holy, till he was waſhed, though otherwiſe hee 
were holy habitually, wholly dedicated to Gods 
ſervice; ſo it may be with thoſe, that are within 
the Covenant; though thou bee a holy man, yer, 
if thou touch pitch,thar is, it thy heart be pollu- 
ted with any fl nne,of one kinde or other, as long 
as that remaines, thou art unholy. If thou come 
now, .and ſeeke to the Lord, you know what the 
judgement was in the old law,ſuch anone was to 
bee cut off from his people. And therefore, you 
ſhall finde, this was the conſtant practice of the | The pradtice 
Saints, when they ſought the Lord, for any ſpe- - rs = 
ciall mercy, they began with taking paines with "Y 
their owne hearts, with humbling themſelves for 
their owne ſinnes, and the ſinnes of the people : 
as we know, Daniel, and Ezrs, and David, did in 
their prayers; but Iwill not ſtand to inlarge ny 
ſelte therin,for ic is well enough knowne to ſuc 
as are converſant inthe Scriptures : onely let me 
exhortevery man, when hee commeth with any 
requeſt and petition to the Lord, let him firlt ex- 
amine his heart and life diligently, looke backe 
toall his former wayes, condiice and gothrough 
all the particulars , ſce if there bee any thing a- 
miſſe,if there be any tinure of uncleanneſle yet 
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-lying upon him,which is not yet waſhed away,if v 
there be any pollution, any defilement of fleſh, | KY 
or ſpirit, and let him know, that it is but labour rf X 
loſt, it is a provoking of the Lord, ro come with 5 


unpreparedneſſe to draw neere to him,except he 
be cleanſed, 


But you will ſay, How ſhall we be cleanſed ; | LQuept. 
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I anſwer, you are cleanſed by renewing your | 
repentance, and ſprinkling the blood of Chriſt : 
when a man humbles himſelfe for his ſinne, and 
entreth into a covenant with God, not to returne | 
unto it, when he makes his heart pertect, and ſin- | 
ccre with the Lord in that particular. | 
And ſecondly, when he ſhall withall beleeve, 
given through Chriſt, when hee is 
ſprinkled with his blood to waſh it away:though 
thy (finne be great, yer this will make thee pure, 
now thou art waſhed, as it isin 1 Corinth. s, g, 
Now you are waſhed, now you are ſanttified, now you 
are juſtified : therefore let no man bee diſcoura- 
ged in this caſe : for, I confeſle, there is nothing 
that gives ſuch a check to our prayers,that gives 
ſo many ſtabs to them (as it were) that hinders 
us in that duty, as the conſciouſneſle of ſinnee, | 
when a man remembers ſuch and ſuch a ſinne he 
hath committed, which doth much diſcourage | 
him, if by the blood of Tefus Chriſt they be nor 
waſhed away.Though a mans face be very foule, 


yet you knew, a baſon of clecrewarer will waſh it | 


cleane, and all the filth is gone, now the blood 
of Chriſt is more effeQuall ro rinſe thy con- 
ſcience, and to purge it from dead workes, to 
take away, both the guilt, and likewiſe the filth 
and ſtaine of ſin,than water is to clenſe thy face , 
and therefore if thou haſt any ſinne, labour ro be 
waſhed from it, that ſo thou maiſt cometo the 
Lord, having thy heart ſprinkled from an evill 
conſcience, and thy body waſhed in pure water, 
asit is Heb, 10, 22, Let w drawneere,ſaith the A- 
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| memes 


poſtle, in aſſurance of faith, (but how >) having our | 
hearts ſprinkled from an evill conſcience: as it hee 
ſhould ſay,otherwiſe your drawing neere will be 
to no purpoſe, you ſhall but provoke the Lord in 
drawing neerc, except you be thus ſprinkled,and 
thus wathed, and thus purified, 
' TI, buryouwillfay tome, if this bee required, 0bjeft. 
| who ſhall be heard in his prayers > Forwhocan ; 
lay his heart is pure,and his hands are innocent > 
| and ifthis be required, thatwe muſt lift up holy 
and pure hearts,or elſe we ſhall not be accepted , 
what comfort ſhall wee have in calling upon the 
Lord, at any time ? 

Tothis Lanſwer, that to havea pure heart is| Few. 
notto be free from (in, and from daily failings,| Whar iris ro 
(for ſo indeed none ſhould have a pure heart) __ ns 
bur pureneſle of heart, bolinefle of heart is, to ; 
have our hearts ſprinkled from an evill conſcience , 

' and to haveour bodies waſhed with pure water , (that 
is) to be purified before the Lord is nothing elſe, 
but to have ſuch an habituall diſpoſition, which 
makes a man ready to waſh himſelfe ſtill,though 
hee bee ſtill ſpotred with finne, So that this 1s 
the diſpoſition of a holy man; if a man thar 
drawes ncere to the Loxp with a pure heart, | 
though hee bee ſtill ſpotted, and polluted, and | 
defiled, yer bee hath an habituall diſpoſition, 
hee hath a principle within, hee hatha new na- 
| ture within, that is ſtill working out thar impu- 
| rity,and —_— it away ; though ſtill he be op- 
' poſed,and aſſaulted,and rempred,and ſomtimes 
| foiled, yer ſtill hereſiſts it, and fights againſt it , | 
| K 2 as 
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as the 1ſraelites had a charge never to make peace 
with Amalek:ſucha diſpoſition ts ina holy may, 
hee never makes peace with any finne; though 


hee be led captive ſometimes by it, yet he yeelds 

not tothat captivity. This is to havea pure hart, | 
though his heart be defiled ſometimes as a veſ. 
ſell will be foule, yet hee waſheth, and rinſeth 
his heart, he never ſuffers it to continue muddy, 
and uncleane, and ina filthy diſpoſition, but hee 
bath a fountaine, a ſpring of grace within, that 
will worke our all impurity, as a ſpring workes 
out mudde ; he that thus purifies himſclfe ſtill, 
though the fountaine be muddy, though there | 
bee many injections, many temptations, many 

luſts and ſinnes , yet if hee be purified himſelfe, 

that hee will ſuffer no finne to minglewith his! 
heart (as it were) to reft there, and toabide, | 


| and dwell thereto lye and continue there,ſuch a 


Purity, what. | man hath a pure heart, We fay, that is pure,that 


Smile. 


'is full of it ſelfe, and will have noheterogenea, no 

' other thing mingled with it,fuch a thing1s pure, 

as pure oyle is nothing elſe but oyle. Now hee 
that hath a pure heart, is not he that hath ſimply 
nothing elſe, that hath no ſinne mingled, that ! 
bath no drofſe mingled with his wine, but hee 
that ſuffers itnot toreſt there, for as oyle and | 
water, when you jumble them rogether (as you | 
know) when they are ſhaken rogerher,they min- | 
ele,yet the oyle workes out, and purifies it ſelfe, 
it will not ſuffer it ſelfe to abide with the water: | 
ſoa man that is regenerate, a man that is borne of | 
Ged, hath a ſeed remaining in him, though he do | 


in, 


In OO In 
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| 1n,yer, ſaith the Apoſtle, he cannot ſrnne, that is, he | 
. doth not agree, he doth nor mingle with that (in, | 
| it hath no reſt in his heart, but he workes it out, 
| inapaſſion when hee is ſhaken (as itwere) when 
 heis tranſported, when he is not himſelfe, there | 
| may bee a mixture, and the fountaine, and the| 
' ſpring may be made muddy, yet let him come to! 
 himſelfe, ftill hee workes it out : andthis itis eo 
have a pure heart, SO that a man, a man thus af- 
feted,may come with boldneſle to the throne of 
grace, and notþe diſcouraged ; what though thy 
{innes be many, and very great, and often repea- 
ted>yer if thou find inthy ſelfe ſuch adiſpoſition 
; of pureneſle and holineſle,ſtill roclenſe thy ſelfe, 
though thou be ſtill polluted and defiled, I can 
| aſſure thee, thy heart is pure, thou maiſt go with 
; confidence to the Throne of grace, 
But now you will ſay this rome (forthat may 
' be objeed) why > but may notany carnall man 
| fay as much, he {insagainſt G o p,and comes and 
| askes mercy, he comes and cryes for forgiveneſle 
and ſaith he will finne no more, and yet he {1nnes 
| again the next day,and addes drunkenneſſe 80 thirſt, 
|that is, his ſinneand his repentance they run in 
a Circle, as drunkenneſle and thirſt > how ſhall we 
then diſtinguiſh betweene theſe two? that puri-| 
fying diſpoſition in the Saints, and thoſe vani- 
ſhing purpoſes that carnall men may have, who 
' notwithſtanding never had experience of the 
| worke of grace, Of that purity of hearr that wee 
ſpeake of > 
| TothisIanſwer briefly, you ſhall know the 
| K 3 diffe- 
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difference by this, agodly man, when he falls in- 
to ſfinne, and is defiled with it, hee waſherh him- | 
ſelfe from day to day;you hall find alwaies this, | 
thathe gers ground of the fin, of the luſt which 
manifeſts it ſelfe in any acuall cranſgreſion,ſtil] | 
it loſeth by it, it gathers not ſtrength, but loſeth | 
ſtrength : in a carnallman ir is quite contrary,his | | 
ſinne ſtill encreaſerh, and intends the habit, and ' 
the luſt growes ſtronger and ſtronger, it gets | 
aw of him, and thoſe good things that hee | | 
ath, they are moreand more worne out, and fo 
they grow worſe and worſe from day to day: and 
that 1s the property of an evill man,of unregene- | 
racy whereſoever, It 15 apt to grow worſe and 
{worſe, and the more falls they have, the more ; 
| (inne gets ground,and the more they loſe; but it 
isnotſo with an holy man, the more he falls, the 
; more ſtrength ke gathers, he is the more holy by 
(it, the more wary, "and watchfull over his wayes, 
| kee is the moreempried of himſelfe, and draiycs 
neerer tothe Loxy, and is the more inflamed 
with love of kim, yea he is ſtrengthened in faith, 
and repentarice, and inevery grace; ſo that hcre 
the rule now holds not true, that Afr increaſe 
havits, but the contrary , Aft leſſen the habits, 
which is a Paradox in Philoſophy, bur here it is ! 
(0, | 
If you aske how this can be ? | 
I anſwer, in its oyne narure every at intends | 
the habit, as well in a godly man, as another | 


man, but it comes to paſſe by accident, as wee | 
lay, becauſe the grace in him is ſtirred up, by | 


thoſe | 
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thoſe foiles, and flips,thoſe falsand infirmities, 24d 
| 
[ 


to which he is ſubje&t; I ſay, grace is ſtirred up} 
in him moreard more, ard he receives more v1-! 
=_ and ſtrength thereby, As we ſay of crue va-! nes 

W—_— . + DUTT INCTCa2* 
our, 1t 1s increaſed more by 0 poſition, {0 it! led by oppoſi- 
comes to paſle, that the more the child of God; ti5n, | 
falls into finne, the more grace is intended, Sa- 
tan gets lefſe ground ; as Hezebiah, when hee fell| 
| into pride, the pride of his heart was leſſened! | 
more by irafter the a&, than it was at that time | 
when he ſhewed his treaſure ro the Ambaſſador 
ef the King of Babel he knew not before the pride 
of his heart ; that ſinne, that fall, did manifeſt his 
corruption,which he did not ſee before: for when 
the heart is ſincere,when it is pure, when there is 
a — principle within, grace is ſet more on 
| worke to reſiſt ſinne, So David, when hce had 
| numbred the people, that made him more hum- 
| ble, and therefore the L o « Þ ſhewed him more 
| mercy afterwards, than ever hee did before, hee 
ſhewed him where the Temple ſhould be buile, 
and uſed him inthat worke, whereas hee never! 
ſhewed him ſuch mercy,and kindneſle before: (I heel bla 
cannot ſtand toexpreſle particulars) fo it is with} after, 
all Gods Children , their hearts are never better, 
nor ina more holy temper, in a more gracious 
diſpoſition feareful rooffend, than after their tals, 
And therefore conſider this, that thou be nor de- 
ceived ; but maiſt diſtinguiſh betweene this fal- | 
ling into finne, and waſhing your ſelves, and } 
that relapſe ctowhichevill men are ſubjeR z keep | 
that for a rule, that wherſocver there is true: 
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; when it finds a ſtop, it growes more violent, and | 
ſoalſo the wind ; of the ſame nature is grace, | 
where it finds a ſtop, or reſiſtance, it growes 
more ſtrong,and intent. The heathen had a little 
glimpſe of this truth, when they ſaid of vertue 
that it growes more freſh and vigorous by being 
wounded it istrue of grace and holineſſe, rhe 
| trueſt vertue,the more it is oppoſed, the more it 
growes:even as you ſee in oppoſition inthe dif- 

utes of Scholars, and all kind of contentions in 

ny or any thing elſe,the ſtronger the ob jetion 
is, where there 15 ability in the party, it produ- 
ceth new motions, and new anſwers, and puts 
them more to it, fo theſe aflaulrs and temptati- 
ons,yhen there is truth of heart wirhin,it drawes : 
out more holineſſe to God, and more ſtrength, 
it multiplies thegrace of God within : ſo that the 
graces reccive increaſe, and the more they are | 
excrciſed, and intended, finnefull luſts decreaſe, 
the mind is more empricd forth, the chafe that | 
is inus,and the roſe is more winnowed out, & | 
the heart is more cleanſed from it.So much ſhall ' 
ſerve for this, that whoſocver will come to the | 
Lord in praycr, muſt ſanihe him in his heart, | 
that is,he muſt come with a holy and with a pure | 
heart, Wherewithall we have ſhewed what this 


holineſſeand pureneſſe is,wherein it conſiſts,and 
likewiſe how the obje&ion is anſwered , that | 
might deceive us, ; 
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" I muſt adde another, you ſhall finde in Phil, 4. 
; 6. whenſoever you come to make your requeſts 
| to the Lord, this is another condition that he re- 
id quires, to bee thankfull for the mercies you have 
received already : In all things, ſaith hee, let your 
requeſts bee made knowne to the Lord, with thankſ- 
giving 7 as if hee ſhould ſay, Take heed of this, 
that whenſoever you come to put up any petiti- 
onto the Lord, you forget not the duty of thank- 
- fulneſſe, bur ſtill when you come to aske any 

thing that you want, remember that you give 
C. thankes for that you have, Beloved,this conditi- 
on muſt not be omitred, you ſce the Lord him- 


J ſelves, that you ſhould doe that alſo that is ac- 


gether to come meerely to aske the thing hee 
| \wants > This a man may doe out of love to him- 
| felfe, our of reſpe to himſelfe, but you muſt re- 
| 


acceptable tothe Lord. And therefore you ſhall 

' finde in the old Law, whenſocver they had any 

| | ſpeciall requeſt to the Lord, they were comman- 
[ X . . . 

| ded ſtill ro come with peace Offerings; that is, Of 

| ferings, whereinthey expreſſed thankfulnes, you 

| ſhall find this cuſtome ſer down in Levit.& other 


places, that ſuch a man as came to requeſt any 
thing, 
> 
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| Phil, 4.6, | 
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ſelfe puts it in very carefully. Ler your requeſts bee | 
made knowne with Prayer, and ſupplication, and with | 
thankſgiving. There is much reaſon why our pe- 
titions and requeſts ſhould bee accompanied | 
with thankſgiving to the Lord: for is it not rea- | 
| ſon when you cometo aske ſomewhat for your | 


ceptable to God ? will a man ſerve himſelfe alto- 


member to doe ſomething that is pleaſing and - 


| 
| 
Note. | 
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thing at the Lords bands, might not come empry. 
| kanded : and what ſhould he bring with him >a 
| peace offering : what was that? thankefulneſſe 
| for that peace he had inioyed, that was a peace 
| offering, For peace is a generall word, compre. 
| bending all kinde of mercies, for whatis our 
| health, but the peace of our humours within 3 

what is our cheerefulnefle and ioy, but the peace 
of conſcience within? all the comfort we have 
inournameand ſtate, it is peace in the particu- 
lar, &c.So l ſay,yhenſoever thoucommeſt with 
a petition, _ not to come with a peace offe. 
ring, that 15, forget not to -come with chankſpi- 
ving to the Lord, for that which thou haſt re- 
; Ceiued , doe ſomwhat that is acceptable to him 
; as well as ſeeke for that which is uſetull for thy 
| ſelfe. Beloved, there is much reaſon for it ; be- 
cauſe, ifa man be poring on his wants ſtill, if ir 
be in his mind when he comes to call upon Ged,it 
will indiſpoſe him for ſpirituall performance, it 
will beget murmuring,and ſowreneſle,8& diſcon- 
tent,itwill imbitter his ſpirit,but when as a man 
remembers many mercies that he hath recciued, 
when he makes acatalogue of them, and enume- 
rates them, it ſweetens his ſpirit, it makes him 
more gracious, it a&s thoſe graces that are in 
him, it drawes him neererto the Lord, it quic- 
kens him,it makes him more contented with his 
| Condition that he is in:whereas,on the otherfide, 
; forgetfulneſſe of mercies, when a man is onely 
| intent upon his petition to haue the thing done, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| hee breakes many times into that ſullenneſle of | 


diſpo- | 
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diſpoſition, that we find in children, that when 

they cannot have all that they would, they throw 
away thatwhich they have; in like manner it is 
our fault many times, when we come and ſeeke to 


| ſo intent upon it,thatwe forgetal the mercies we 
| have received, as if they were nothing : the Lord 
| would not have it fo, but will have us remember 
| wha wee reccive, that wee may bee content to 
' want, that our hearts may bee brought ro pati- 
| enceand contentment, under the crofle, and to 
| want what it (hall pleaſe him foratime todeny 
us : as /ob realonerth, ſaith he, 1 have received good 
| from the Lords hands ( it is his anſwer to his wife) 
| and ſhall 1 not receive ill ? So, ifa good man bee 
thankfull for mercies, it will make him ready to 
doe fo, it will make him content with char pre- 
ſent want: for hee lookes to that which hee bath 
had in hand, Whena man faith thus with him- 
ſelfe, thus, and thus much good l have received 
at the Lords hands, what though I want ſuch a 
| thing > what though I be preſt with ſuch an af- 
 fAliaon, and calamity ? I will be content to beare 

it: I fay, the Lerdlookes for this ; expoſtulating 
' with him and murmuring againſt him, 1s not ac- 
ceptable to him, buta meeke manner of asking 
things at his hands, when a man ſoaskes, that 


withall hee is content ro be denied, if his good 


the Lord for any thing that we have necd ofwe are | 


my 


Szamile, | 


leaſure be ſo,this heaccepts. Now.thanktulnes | 
or mercy, makes us ready tobe ſo affeted,tobe 


| ſore good re- 
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thankefulneſſe to goe with it, whenſocver wee 
| come tOaske any thing at his hands. Looke to 
| it then, that whenſoever you come to ſecke the 
Lord, you be thanktfull for the mercies you have 
had, remember them, forir is a great meanes to 
prevaile in our requeſts. Thanktfulnefle is ( as ic 
were) the incenſe that 3 agzins 5: petitions, 
that makes them acceptable, and prevalent with 
the Lord, ſo much the ſooner : Prayer goes up 
without incenſe, when we offer up our petitions 
without thankefulneſſe,becauſc that is a ſacrifice, 
as you know it is called the calves of our lips, and 
ever when you joyne thankfulneſle, with your 
petitions, it is like a ſacrifice mingled with it, 
that helpes to prevaile with you, 
2. Condition | The next condition is, and it muſt not be for- 
required in | potten of all the reſt, that we come to the Lord, 
prayer». | inthename of Teſws Chriſt. This is a thing com- 
Name ot the | monly knowne, you will ſay, who knowes not 
Lordleſus | that exceptweecome in the name of Chriſt, no 
petition can be acceptable > Beloved, I fay to 
you in that caſe, as the Apoſtle [ames ſpeakes, 
lam, 4. where he gives this rule, that we ſhould 
ſay, If the Lord will, we will doe ſuch and ſuch a thing 
tomorrow, &c, And when the anſwere would bee 
ready, Who knowes not this, faith hee, /f you | 
know the will of the Lonxy , and doe it not, your | 
judgement ſhall bee greater, fo I ſay, if any doe 
not practice this (and it is a thing we are ENCEE- | 
ding ready to forget, orweeare ready todoe it 
ina formall, and in a cuſtomary manner, bur to 


doe it in good earneſt, as wee ought to doe it, 
| therein 
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therein commonly wee come ſhort) you knew 
how great a finne 1t was, inthe old law, to offer 
without a Prieft,in the 17.,0f Leviticus it is ſaid, | 
if any man broughthis Sacrifice,though it were | 
' the beft Sacrifice and the choiceſt, yet, faith the | 
Text, 1f hee did not bring it to the PrieF, and to the 
Altay , but ſlay his Sacrifice elſe-where , without a 
Prieft, ſuch a man was guilty of blood, and mas to bee 
cut off from his people > that is, hee was to beecur 
| off by the Prieſt, by excommunication, and 
after by the civill Magiſtrate, You -know; it 
' was Yzziahsfaulr to offer incenſe, when ir was 
| proper to the Prieſt onely to doe it, The ſame 
 ſinne wee commit when wee come to- the Lord, 
| and thinke, - becauſe wee have-repented;, 'and 
prayed fervently a little while, and oor hearrs 
and ſpirits are in a good diſpoſition, and becauſe 
wee know no ſinne of which wee are conſci- 
| ous, therefore wee conclude that wee ſhall 
| be heard. Iris true, the-Lord A theſo qua- 
| lifications in the party, when hee prayes'; bur 
| rake heed of thinking to bee heard for this, this 
is to offer without a Prieſt. You muſt come 
| this to the Lond, and fay thus unto him, 
Lox»; Iconfeſſe (notwithſtanding all this) 1 
' am unworthy, I have nothing in me, why thou 
| ſhouldeſt regard mee; it cannot bee, that either 
| I,, or my prayer ſhould be acceptable, butl be- 
| ſeech thee, take themar the hands of. Cur x5 rv 
| our Fgh Prieft, hee that is extred into thevaile, he 
; that rakes the Prayers of the Saints, and mingles | 


mY with ſweet odours; when a man can really 
doe 
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come boldly in his name, that is to offer a facri- 
fice ro him. This wee muſt carefully remember, 


and therefore wee ſce an excellent expreflion of 
it in Levie. 5. where this is made clcere to you, 
that it is not any excellency in the perlon, nor a- | 
ny fervency in the prayer, nor any pureneſle, or 
holinefle that is found in him, nothing that 
comes from man, that cauſeth his prayer to bee 
acceptable, bur itis the Prieſt : See the place 
trom vez]. 8, to the Ir. You ſhall finde there the 
law was, that he that came to ſacrifice, muſt bring 
4 ſheepe, or a ſhee Goat ;, but if hewere not (orich 
as to doe ſo,he was able enough to bring co Twr- 
tle Doves, yet it he-were notable to docthar,then 
ſaith the Text, He ſball bring the tenth part of an E- 
pha of fine floure (a very ſmall thing) and then it is 
ſaid, Let him give it to the Prieft, and hee ſhall make 
4n atonement for him, and his jinne ſhall bee forgives, 
Whence I obſerve this, that it is not the good- 
nefſe of the ſacrifice,the price,nor the choiſneſſe, 
nor the excellency of thar,though it were a thou- 
ſand Rammes, and ſo many Sheepe, and Bul- 
locks (as you reade of many great ſacrifices that 
were offered by the Kings ) yerthe tenth part of 

an Epha of fine Floure, which was exceeding 
little, this prevailed full as much : whence it 1s 
evident,that it is not in the excellency of the ſa- 


crifice,but the pooreſt, and the ſmalleſt, and the 
meaneft ſacrificewil! prevaile with God, as well 
as the richeſt, and the greateſt. What is the rea- | 
ſon? The text ſaith, It 1s the Prieſt that muſt 6ffcr | 


- 
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ic,he makes it acceptable. So in this cale, let the | 


ſacrifice be never ſo meane, yet if it bee Chriſt 


that offers the ſacrifice, if ir be commended to | 


the Prieſt,and he offers ir,the Lordwill accepr ie. 
[You ſhall find that rule, Lev.5.1 1, He that brings 
4 ſacrifice (this caution was given ) hee muſt put. no 
incenſe to it, neither oz{e. But ſhould the ſacrifice 
be offered withour incenſe > No,you ſhall findin 
Levit. 16. that alwayes, the Prieſt when heentred 
into the Holy of Helieft, hee burnt incenſe, that the 
cloud of thas incenſe might cover the Mercy-ſeate? 


the meaning is this,that when any man comes to 


| Levitt, 3, 81, 


Tevit. 16.11, 
Chriſt muſt 
put incenle to 
Our prayers, 


'offera prayer to the Lord, he can put no incenſe 


'to it, the Prieſt only he muſt pur in incenſe, that 
is Insvs Cunrsr onely muſt offer the ſacri- 


ice, wherein the Lord ſmells a ſavour of reſt : for. 
© (the Lord expteſſeth himſelfe inthis manner,as it | 


he were diſquiered for ſin, and can take no reſt ; 
'now, when /eſus Chriſt offers a ſacrifice, he ſmells 
a favour of reſt ; becauſe it comes from him, in 
whom hee is well pleaſed: fo Il ſay,wee muſt be 
carcfull, that we remember we come in the name 
of Chriſt. 


But, you will ſay, every mandoth ſo, and how 


{hall we know it ? 


You ſhall know it by this, if you have bold- 


nefſe and confidence, that is an argument that 
you looke not upon your ſelves, but upon C briſt. 
When a man is ſo exceeding timerous , and 
doubting, and fearefall, that he dares not come 
tothe Throne of grace, or, if hee doe, yet hee 


makes a great queſtion, whether he ſhalbe heard 
| 


| Or 


—_— 


Objef, 


eAnſw, 
How to know 
when we cow e 
in our owaec 
names in 
praycc,. 
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or no,this is roo much looking to himſclfe, here, 


C——_ —— Oo 


the High Prieſt is forgotten. If thou come in his 
name, there is enough to carry thee out, itwill 
| breed boldnefle in thee, it will breed confidence: 
if thou come inthe name of Chriſt, and offer up 
thy prayers through him, itwill caule thee, in e- 
very petition thou purtteſt vp, to thinke thy ſelfe 
ſo much beholding to Chriſt, that thouw ilt be 
ready to ſay in thy heart, whenſoever any peti- 
tion is granted thee, I may thanke Ieſus Chriſt 
for this, VVhen a man,1I ſay, ſhall be fo much pur 
upon his ſcore, itwill make him ſo much indeb- 
red to the Lord Iefus for his fm that is remitted, 
and his petition that he bath granted, as that his 
heart ſhall bee more inlarged to thankfulneſſe, 
when hee is able to confider the benefit of re- 
demption, and is ready to ſay with himſelfe, If 
leſus Chriſt had not dyed, if I had not had ſuch 
an high Prieft,thar hath entred into the very hea- 
vens, as the Apoſtle faith, Heb. g. To make inter- 
ceſſion for mee, I had loſt this benefit, I had never 
come to have pur upa prayer to the Lord, or if I 
had, it ſhould not have been heard, 

Bur you will ſay to mee, if wee bee heard for 
Chriſt;then though a man be finfull,and though 
he have none of the precedent cond I 
t he have not that holinefſe that is required, if the 
Prieſt make him acceptable, why. may hee not 
hope as well as the moſt holy man > 

I anſwer, briefly,though the Prieſt give all ac- 
| ceptance to the ſacrifice, and, our prayers are 


accepted through him, yet that is notall, there 
are 


| 


_— — 
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4  neſle, that great diſtance betweene bim and you; 
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| |to prevaile, not like the Prieſts inthe Law , but 
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are two things beſides required, 1. That the per- 
; fon that brings the ſacrifice, be cleanezno impure 
| perſon was to bring a ſacrifice: 2 . That the ſa- 

crifice bee without blemiſh;he that hath a male, 


I45 


and —_— a female, is carſed : ſo then rhis is re- 
quired, that the perſon be righteous,and rhat the 
| prayer be fervent, ſuch as is indited by the helpe 
| of Gods Spirir, that it may bea ſacrifice fit forthe 

; Loxv, Butnow, what we have from Cunrsr is 
| ' this, that though the perſon, and the prayer be 


| thus qualified, and have thoſe forenored condi- 
| tions 1n it, yet it is not acceptable without the 
/ | Prieſt, And therefore this ſhould encourage you 
! | when you confider the glorious G op, bis holi- 


and your ſelves, on the other ſide, how vile and 
ſinfull you are, and unfit tro come & put up your 
[requeſts to him,now, when you thinke of a Me- 
 diator,of anhigh Pricſt, who is entred into hea- 
' ven,who is gone thirther,and firs at theright hand 
|of Majeſty, making interceſſion for you, when 
you conſider there is one high Prieſt who is able 


— 


' one that is over the houſe of God, one that is his 
very Son,whois not entred in through the blood 
' of Bulls and Goats, but with his owne blood ; 
; when out of this you ſhal receive confidence,and 
come necerehim with boldnefle, this is to make 


' uſeof Chriſt, and to offer ſacrifice in him, There 
| is no more remaining now , but that when you 
have conſidered all the conditions mentioned, & 


fitted your prayers according to them, that _ 
L c 
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muſt be holy, 
and the pray» 
er fervent, 
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r confident, and expect much, that when you 


have prayed, you may ſay thus; Lora, I expe 
| now the granting of chem,rhou canſt not now de. 
| nie them, Lord, | will wait now. And this is our | 
fault, when we have prayed, and the thing comes | 
not preſently, we are ready to give over, wee are | 
not willing towaite, Beloved, that is one thing | 
| ſpecially ro bee remembred, wee mult fo farre | 
' magnifie our prayers, wee muſt ſet a price upon | 
| them fo farre, and ſoeſteeme them, and thinke| 
; them of that worth, that they wil bring the thing 
| to paſle, If a man rake a drugge, ora medicine, 
| or an herbe, and uſe it to a wound, or a diſeaſe, | 
' once or twice, or thrice, and it hce fee it doth no | 
| good, he will lay it aſide, and take another medi- 
cine : for, ſaith he, I have trycd it, and it will doe 
| me ro good ; ſoa mandoth with his prayers, hee 
ſaith, | have ſought tothe L o x v, I have prayed ' 
for this thing twice, or thrice, and it 15 not gran- | 
ted me, and therefore he is ready to lay it afide, 
as if it were nor effeuall, and to rake another | 
| meanes:this neglect of prayer is,not to know the | 
| force of the medicine. You muſt know therefore 
ot what efficacy prayer is, and truſt it, and nor 
| Eve over(for it iseffetuall tobring the thing tO} 
| paſic) and make nor haſte, but ſtay, and wait, It | 
was Sarah: fault, when 4braham and ſhee ſought | 
tothe Lord for a ſonne, ſhe made too much haſte | 
{ tOgive Hagar to Abraham, when as they ſhould 
' have ſtayed till the Lon y had done it his owne 
| way. So Rebekkah, there was a promiſe, and no 
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that promiſe ; but ſhe made too much haſte, ſhe 
tooke awrong way to get the blefling by lying ; 
this was not waiting, buta ſtepping out to ano- | 
ther meanes; becauſe they Rees prayer and | 
dependance upon Ged would not doe 1t, So Saul | 
would not waitupon G op, but hee would offer | 
ſacrifice, this was to make haſte, And fo iris, 
when a man is diſcouraged ; David, when the | 
thing was not preſently granted, he was ready to | 
[oive over,and falls toa deſperate complaint, ſay-.! 
1ng, One day I ſhall fall by the hands of Saul, Take 
heed of this, and when wee offer up our prayers 
thus, learne to know what they are, learne to 

truſt them, and to depend, and wait up- 
on Ged; ſay, certainly I ſhall nor 
be denyed, the thing ſhall 
ſurely be granted, 


| 
| 
| 
CES" | 
| 
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A. 
Acceptable. Fol, 
O naturali man Can make a 
prayer acceptable to God. 9 
AC C Vannrancc. 
Acquaintance b ;W it 18 gotten and 


ls F, I4 
Amille, 
| We pra) amiſle 17: three reſpeits, FO 
Angels, 
| ! Angels, how they ſpeate to God, ar; 'd 
' ent anothey, 


Arguments, 
| Arguments 5 prayer of what uſe. 45 
| Arguments sn prayer ftrengthen our 


| faith. 12 
Arguments wed by the Saints of old, 
121 
Armour, 
[Prayer teachetb to wſe the reſt of our 
| ſpiritnall 21mour, 2} 
Attubures. 
Areributes of God acknoWledped in 
proyer, "=o 
| Artribures of 7 wo ſorts, ibid, 
B 
| Benefit, 
| Prayer,the benefit of it, 21 
Bleſſings, 


| Bleſſing) befo\ved upon condition Wwe 

YAY. 42 
(Bleſſings enjoyed Without preyer nn- 
Fer 4452, 47 


HOC Eat | 
| 


| 
Bleſſings b! owes from love and pre- | 


aenice different. 1bid, 
Bic 2s, God deferres to heave ws, | 
| to teach us to uſe them, 65 | 
| Buſineſfle, 
| Buſineſle overmuch hinders time | 
from prayer. 91 | 
Bufi: iſle, wee muſt wot be tooumtent 
upon its ibid, | 
| C 
j6 | Care, | 
Worl: ily care hinders from prayere35 
Care required 11 prayer, 54 
Carnall, 
«A boly man may make « carnall 
prayer 
Our hearts being carnall are lath to 
come to God mm prayer, 37 
Cale, 
| Nine caſes of {conſcience touching 
| FaVer, 71 
| as Change, | 
| Prayer changeth » 'of God but is Aq | 
"Chriſt, 
A man muſt have Chriſt before Ged | 
ive him any thing elſe, n02 | 
| On x prayers muſt be offered through | 
hriſt 140 


| Ony prayers pranted for Chuilt, 142 
| What required of us to come to God 


| in Chrilt, I 44 | 
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Clwurch, | God Ceterres is enſy.r #2 for foure | 
God beſtowes things 671 Wie ved yuru | Fea[05, &g 
for the good of the Church, 4S| Delay, | 
Cleanſe, | Dclayes aſt not be taken for denial \ 
Meant: toCleani s may: {tife, 139| from God, & | 
Command, | Defire, 
7e "T Goat command we frould pray. | Defires, when they be good: 4 
19, 77 | Dehires muſt bee offered to Ged, 6 
' Communion, | Delires good, Whence they muſt riſe. 
Communion with G od maintained | ibid. 
by prayer. 13 | Deiues vor good, without the uſe of 
Conſcience, | meanes. 92 
Conſcience, the breaches of it made ſee Ourward, ſce Naturall, 
up by prayer, 7 Dyed, | 
Conſcience of fin hinders prayer-130 + The end why Chriſt dyed, 19 
Condition, Diſadvantage. 
Conditions or qual:fications of pray* Diladyantage that comes by omiſſion 
er, 7 103 of prayer. 27 
Contiguance, Continual!, Duineſle, | 
Continually fo pray, What. I Dulacſſc to prayer,tyo cauſe; of it.07 | 
Continuall praying , the benefit of it, ; 
7 F. 
Continuance iz prayer required. 117. Equity. ; 
Continuall praying, 4 note of fer- Equity iz performing the duty of 
VERCY. 119 prayers 2© | 
Coſtly, Ezalr, | 
| We ſhruln wake our ſervices to God | Whs they be that God exalts, 122 | 
| coltly, 33 Example, | 
| Covenant, Example of the Saints a metive 79 | 
Covenant gereratl beſsr8 tre parts- prayer. 20 | 
Calar. IO2 Exceilency, ' 
D. Excellency of 2n.4n what. 33} 
Danger, 
Dangers in omitting prayer 6, 79 F, | 
| Deferre, Faith, 
| God delers to anſwer us many timers | Faith in Gods power and providenct, 
the wart of it binders prayer. 33 
Faith 


| | {Faith ered by Gods deferring to| for fivereaſons, 83 
| 4 grant our prayers. 64 | Friends, 
| ; Of praying in faith, when \ve want « | How to know that God and wee are 
| particular promiſe. 9s | friends, 25 
| Faith requrred in prayer what, 99 | C, | 
105 Geſiure. | 
Faich required in prayer, why, 106 Geſtureuſed in prayer. 85 
Faith ewe-fold, ihid, Gifts, | 
Hos to know we pray in faith, 113 | Prayer ackrowledgeth Gods oifts, x3 
Faith, fervency « fruit of it. 119 od, | 
Fairhtulncfle, Ged, what moves him to doe #1 good! 
Faithfulnes of God flrengthens faith | and evill, 54 
| in prayer, II Glory, | 
| Fall, Glory, what, r2 
i Men of great grace may fall. 67 | Glory of God ferensrheeth faith = 
| Falls of che godly and others differ, prayer, 109 
| 134 Grace, 
' | Falls of the godly Weaken ſinnecubid. | Grace may ve prayed for in a carnall 
; [The hearts of Saints beſt after falls. | man, 5 
it | 135 | Grace increaſed ard exerciſed by 
"4 Fervercy. prayer, I7 
| Fervency required in prayer» T1 | Grace groves by exerciſes 35 
[Fervency why requiſite, 116 | Grace, why mer decline init, 7 
f then a man is ſaid ts be fervent. 117 | Grace given to the bumble, 123} 
A Cantions about fervency, 118 | Who receive all of free grace, 12 
Feryency Whence it ſprings, i119! ſce Fall, 
2 | I, Greater, 
- 'T he beſt way to fit ts toprayer, 34 | Prayer agreater matter than worlds 
”* Staying for fitnefle after ſinne com. | ty bnſeneffes 32, 8g 
Tx | milted,ve are more wit, 79 | 
| | For me, Heard, | 
T | (oncerning preying after a ſet torm, | HW to know When our prayert are 
"0 | &!' heard, 1CO 
| Objefters againſt a ſet forme, dee | Hearr, 
the ſame thing. 81 | Heart is wot bettered by cuſtomary 
"I 'eA ſer forme of prayer, thougy it | prayer- 30 
23 | may be uſed, yet it us net ſufficient | Heart inlarged, IO. 
ith | M 2 Hears 
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{ Heart iſt bes cleanſed when we: award, Eo 
| wy * 105 | Inward man diſacvantorce by — TT 
f Heart muſt be holy in prayer, 127) lefting prayer, i \$ [ 
| Heait pre W hat ? I31 | inward d:texpper,whence it 15, 29 F 
l Hypocrilic, | loy, 
| Hypocriſic what ? 31 | loy comes by prayer. TY | 
| Hinderance, luſticc, | | 
| T ime ſpent im praser 15 0 hindrance. { Tuſtice of God ftrengthneth faith in F 
| 32 prayer. 10g | \ 
Holincſle, K | 
Holinefſe required in prayer. 126 Key, | 
| Holineſſe what 7 127 | Prayer the key that unlocks —_ bs 
Honour, Ireaſures, 21 | 
Honour that God hath by pra) er, 13 \ \ 
Humble, Humiliation, Lictle, | x 
{ God deferres to orant our requeſts, | ef little meaſure may (erve as well! by 
| -o frnatble as '' | as preatere 56 | | 
| The Saints begin their prayers With | Faith fulneſſe 1m little, 69! T 
| humiliation, why? 104 ! Love. | ” 
' Humulit Ty requiſite m preayere 232 | Love of Ch it Will make HI pra) fo! 
| I. b1m, 24 | | T 
Id cncſle. Luſts 
| Idlenefle what 7 I5 | Luſis,when we pray to ſatiſfie thew | 1 
Image, Fl 
| Imag cof God increaſed by prayere3} | When the natural afettion becomes | 
I'm pedimen ts, Fi. Jl, . 52 
| Impeaemet ITS 70 prayer 7 if <6 How IO KNOW We pra) for Our is f14aib , 
| Remeay againſt impediments, 49 | Luthcr, 35 | P 
| Ineenic. M EH 
( briſ? puts wcenle to our praiers14? Manner, | 
11C:{potition. Manner of deferin o things | 
.adiſpoi ton 110 praJere 40474 God 2 TYAnrs net prayers im our main. V. 
] KIpo! {115107 a moti ye ir / Fayre 75 ACTI. CE : 
Lndiſpotition When ut binders uot ,70 Manncr of commins to God 1.41 
Infirrmnies, h_ ICS | Nt 
Infurmitics,vow the ſpirit helps them God effetts not things by our meanes | , 
19 60, 95 
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F Meancs, wee give too much to them. | 0 
= 53 Obyections, 
0 | Meanes, the uſe of theme 92 Objecions, the remo ving of then 
| Meanes muſt bee uſed for foure rea- | helpes to arejer, 40 
| | fon If, 93 ObzcAions again prayer 4, 41 
| jy ce pray to have things in nſe of Occaſions, | 
| meancs, 94 ' Occalions,the variety oft hems hinder | 
prayer net the onely means. ihid,, from prayers 37 
"| Meanes, three Cantions +n uſing Outward, 
| | them 95 Outward things, \yben the deſires of | 
| When We pray in faith, Wee are dvli- 08 then is good, 5 | 
| gent in the uſe of 1 tbe meanes, I14 Outward man diſadvantaged by | f 
| ! Meaſure, meglett of prayer. 28 
| | Meaſure in granting our prayers. by Ourward things enjoyed Without | 
1 ie leſſe mealure of g1 ace way ſerve prayers 47 (* 
| | 4s Well argreater, 65 
| Mercy, of 
| Mercy of Ged ftrengthneth faith in | Particular, 
| prayers IO9 Haw farre wee wuſt beleeve the 
| Miſery, | granting particular requeſts, 99 
T he milery of Wicked men. 13 Particular ſimmes muft be removed 
| Miſtake, when we pray 104 | 
If our prayers bee not granted, wee Peace, 
miltake 17 hens. Ico | An holy man never at peace with | 
N ft une s 72 
Name, All mercies reduced to peace. 138 
| | prayer muſ# be of ered in Chriſts Pcrton, | 
name, ard why. 10, 11 | Petlon accepted. 102, 145 | 
| How to know When Wee come to God | See Sinne, | | 
| 17 OHV ow ne name, 143 | Powre., | | = 
| Narural!,” | T's pOWIE out the ſoule What * S$ | | g 
Naturall deſires nor excluded 1n | Power, | O 
prayer, t | Power of God jt» engthneth faith 1 | ” 
Neglect, prayer, 110 | G 
Neglet the cauſe of our Wardring Practice, | _ 
| | thonobes, T3 Practiſe of hs 3 men 1m their prayers 
| Prayer muſt not bee negle&ed aft: Y 129 | | 
M 2 P1 ayer | 
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Prayer of wicked men ho\Wyling1.1bid, 

Prayer how expreſſed in Seripture.G | 
Prayer right what, 9 | 
Prayer,$. motives to it, 
Prayer prevalent. 23 | 
Prayer formall as good as none. 29 | 
Prayer,henit 67 rightly performed, | 
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| Faith in Gods promites required 871 


Want of faith in Gods providence 
Providence of God may be cr0fſed by 
| 61 


| Faith in God; providence requsſiee 


01 
Prieſt, 
Hoy to make uſe of Chriſt a « 
Priclt, 145 
Preſence. 
We are loth ts come inte Gods pre. 
lence, and why. 37 
Pride, 
T he heart muſt bee purged from 
Pride i our prayers Io5 
Promiles, 


prayer. 107 
Providence. 


bindreth prayer, 38 
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m prayer, 107 


| Payer, 
| Prayer th bat. 2 | Purity what, 
| I Prayer of two ſorts, 3 | See Heart, 


quiet, 


Sacrifice, what required in it. 


Safery wherein it conſfts. 


Purity, 


Q_ 


Quiet, 


l9 | When pee pray in faith the minde i: 


Regenerate, 

30 | Two things in a regenerate way, 9g 
Prayer,vbat we muſt doc init. 3 1| Regenerate pare apt to prayer, thid, 
epentancc, 


Prayer, What makes men ſlight it.36 | Repentance of partiewlar fins When 
Prayers wHich are bei, 45 We preye 223 
| Prayers faitbfull not loſt. 71 
| Prayer Why uſed. Sacrifice, 


Prayer when granted,and when not. | Humibity an acceptable Sacrifice. 


Satery, 


Satan, 


Sata binders prayer. 


5- Caution; about ſhormnelle of pray. 
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SIONS commmtted binder from pray- | 
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Siones committed muſt not make 
neg let? prayer, and why. 76,77 
Sinncs szcreaſe of we recover ner. 78 


Sinne, how We muſt be diſpeſed ro it, 
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Sinnes particular muſt bee removed 
When We pray. 104 
'Sinne, the conſcience of it hinders 


tt Sincerity, ” 


Sincerity in prayer. 120 
Spira, 
| Spira bis caſe, 6 
| Spirit, 


To ſerve God in ſpirit, what, 7 


Spirit net fraitned in 4 ſer forme of 
prayer. $2 
See Intumity. : 
| 
We cannot fit our ſelves to prayer by 
our owne ſtrength, 36 
T 
Temptation. 
Tempration', «4 cax/ſe of Wandring 
thoughts. 7} 
Thankefulaeſſe, 
God requires prayer hat Wee mig hb 
be thanktuil., 14 


Thankfulaes requsſite in prayer. 137 
What binders thaokfulnefle, 138 
Thoughts. 


Caſe of (onſeience about Wandring 


Objeition touching tune ſpem an 
pr ayers I 04 
God grants not prayers in our time. 
59 

Of ftraitning in time of prayer, 88 
Time ſhould ber allowed for prayer 


j 
| Time bauzbanded well for prayer, 


Truft, | 

rree truſt wot Gods if Wee uſe not 
meanes, 93 
Wee are readier 10 truſt,mn than 
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